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rn’s missionary program 


10 forme dents are missionaries in 
26 foreign countries, anc 
45 missionary candidates 
are preparing for the field. 
In addition, 
18 students went to Europe this summer 
in Y.F.C. Gospel teams. 
Last year 
27 foreign students came to Northwestern, 
tuition free, from 
14 different countries. 
17 students were enrolled in 
the Missionary Medicine Course, and 
350 took active part in the 
Foreign Missions Fellowship. 





Summing it up: 


Northwestern’s vision is world-wide! ‘ 


knowledge on fire 





NORTHWESTERN SCHOOLS 
50 WILLOW on Loring Park, Minneapolis 3, Minn. 


president, Rev. Billy Graham , 
founder, Dr. W. B. Riley write dept. E 








A Personal Letter to Eternity Readers 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, INC. 
For Giving God’s Word to Jews Throughout the World, and to Gentiles in Europe. 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Dear Friend: 


We have returned from our trip to Israel and Europe with hearts full of 
praise to God for HIS goodness throughout the entire journey. 


In Israel we found a dedp: appreciation of our campaign New Testaments. We 
found also a great need for more Scriptures for perishing Jewish souls. Multi- 
tudes of them have doubtless never seen or read the New Testament. Among those 
who have recently arrived in the land of Israel are 100,000 Bulgarian and Ru- 
manian Jews. But, alas, there are scarcely any Scriptures available in their 
languages. Our hearts are burdened for them, and we are ordering special edi- 
tions of Bulgarian and Rumanian New Testaments for then. 


The Lord is wondrously blessing the distribution of the tens of thousands 
of New Testaments that we sent to Greece, Italy, and France. But the supply is 
almost exhausted, and urgent calls are coming in for more. Dare we close our 
ears to these cries? No! We must do our utmost to provide more Testaments 
for them. 


For a limited time, we are sending a copy of our new book, "Israel Returns 
Home According to Prophecy," to anyone who sends a gift of $2.00 or more to help 
us in providing more New Testaments. The book contains 10 chapters and 33 pic- 
. tures of Israel, and a map showing the present boundaries of the land of Israel. 

These Bulgarian, Rumanian, Greek, Italian, and French New Testaments are 
greatly and urgently needed. May we count on your co-operation? Will you help 
with your prayers and your gifts—and generously, if possible? 


Please do not delay. Please ask the Lord to show you what you should send, 
and please forward your gift as soon as possible. He will richly bless and 
reward! We are receiving glorious news of Jews and Gentiles being saved through 
reading our New Testaments. 


Thanking you in advance for your prayers and car: your gifts, and with all 
best wishes, 
Yours cordially in Hin, 


Exec. Sec'y., Million Testaments Campaigns. 


P.S. By your prayers, as well as your gifts, you will have a real and blessed 
share in this work of winning souls with the Word of God. 
Please use coupon or copy it as you prefer: 











MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, INC. ET 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Dear Sirs: Enclosed find $ for providing New 
Testaments for Jews throughout the world, and for Jews 
and Gentiles in Europe. 


I understand that a free copy of the new book, “Israel 
Returns Home According to Prophecy,” will be sent to 
those who contribute $2.00 or more for the work. 
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Street and Number... 





City . Zone No... aL 





Make all checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 





Copyright Keren Haycsod, Jerusalem 
Young pioneers in Israel helping to fi the land 
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Taylor University is a fully 
accredited Liberal Arts Col- 
lege. Courses lead to B.A. and 
B.S. in Education Degrees. 
Prepares Teachers, Mission- 
aries, Ministers, Social Work- 
ers. Offers courses in Pre- 
Medical, Pre-Dental, Pre- 
Law, Business Administration, 
Coaching, Religious Education. 


Write today for FREE Viewbook Box EY 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY iwovana 






























IN THE... 


WORLD’S LARGEST JEWISH FIELD 


a long-established Mission is facing new opportunities 


@ The TRACT DISTRIBUTION is having a greatly 
widening ministry. Many thousands of these little 
messengers of salvation have gone forth in New 
York, with its two million Jews, and through our 
Postal Ministry to distant places and other lands. 


@ TRIUMPHS OF THE CROSS in Jewish hearts are recorded in our MONTHLY NEWS- 
LETTER. Write for a free copy of the booklet, “HOW TO POINT A JEW TO CHRIST”. 


INC. 
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NEW YORK GOSPEL 


B, New York 9, N.Y 








Please mention ETERNITY when writing our advertisers. 



























How You Can 


BECOME A PARTNER 


In the Lord’s Work 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
ANNUITY PLAN 


American Sunday-School. Union Annuities, backed 
by reserves and guaranteed by assets of this 130 year 
home missionary organization, can bring you — 


the deep satisfaction of being a partner 
in the Lord's work, and a sharer in the 
harvest of a ministry that is guiding the 
lives of countless thousands of children 
and youth toward Christian living. 









Send for our illustrated booklet for more 
detailed information. Write Dept. 











A MERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
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THE GREATEST DANGER 


I was overjoyed upon first reading your 
new magazine ETerNity. Especially was I 
blessed in reading your August issue. I 
thank God for the clear and bold manner 
in which the articles on Mary were writ- 
ten. As a convert from Romanism I can 
say without hesitation that Romanism is 
the greatest danger to pure Bible Christi- 
anity today. I pray you will continue to 
publish such awakening articles that Chris- 
tians may arise and awake to this devilish 
threat. 

As I have been touring the country with 
an evangelist I have been surprised and 
alarmed at the ignorance on the part of 
Christians of this threat. In almost every 
church in which I spoke I have been ap- 
proached by mothers and fathers, with 
tears streaming down their faces, telling 
me to pray for their daughters or sons who 
have married into the Roman Church and 
have signed their children over to this 
power. 

May God awaken His people to learn the 
methods of the Evil One and warn their 
children. Praying God’s blessing upon 
you and your work for the Master’s glory. 


Ep MurpPHY 


Your reply to the letter of the Catholic 
Priest as given in the October issue of 
ETERNITY was read with much satisfaction. 
This is to say I concur most heartily with 
all you said—it is the most lucid and just 
statement of the situation that has come 
to my notice. We thank you most heartily. 


W. LEE JOHNSON 


Lansing, Mich. 


A CLOUD OF WITNESSES 


I recently heard a pastor speak on He- 
brews 12:1, appealing to young people to 
engage in the Christian race. In order to 
encourage them, he spoke of this group 
of witnesses as spectators, and said they 
were looking down upon us, watching us 
as we lived. Is it a Scriptural position? 
Are our loved ones who have gone on 
aware of what is going on in our lives? 


A Texas READER 


If the Christians who have lived here on 
earth are aware in Heaven of what we are 
doing now, then the logical thing to do is 
to pray to them and ask them to use their 
holy position to intercede for us. Thus, 
the whole Roman Catholic system of pray- 
ers to the dead, etc., would find a basis in 


‘Scripture. 


The difficulty arises from a confusion of 
the word “witness” with a “spectator.” 
The Greek word used here is martus, and 
it refers to those whose lives bear testimony 
to the power of faith as set forth in the 
previous chapter. If the writer had had 
the idea of spectators, then another Greek 
word would have been used—either auto- 
petes or epoptes. The relationship of this 
group of men of the faith to our walk to- 
day is that of the heroes of the past to men 
of today. For example, a man who joins 
the U. S. Marines has pride in the fact that 
his insignia has been worn from the Halls 
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of Montezuma to the Shores of Tripoli 
and now to Guadalcanal and Korea. He 
remembers that the Marines have a repu- 
tation for fighting that must cause him to 
be willing to die rather than let it down. 
So the Christian remembers that he be- 
longs to the same regiment as Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, and the rest. 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
January I—St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 
46th Street west of 8th Avenue, New 
York City; January 2—Mizpah Presby- 
terian Church, Richmond, Va.; January 3— 
First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Airy, 
N. C.; January 4—First A. R. Presbyterian 
Church, Statesville, N. C.; January 5— 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Ga.; January 7 through 12—Birmingham, 
Ala., First Baptist Church, Fairfield; Janu- 
ary 14 through 19—Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, Tenn.; January 21 through 26— 
First Presbyterian Church, Morrilton, Ark. 

William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Pa.: January 8, 15, 22, 29 
—First presbyterian Church, Airy and De- 
Kalb Sts., Norristown; January 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 (2:30 P.M.)—Bethany Temple Presby- 
terian Church 53rd and Spruce Streets, 
Philadelphia; January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30— 
United Brethren Evangelical Church, 12th 
and Wyoming, Philadelphia; January 3— 
(2:00 P.M.) —Strawbridge and Clothier Au- 
ditorium, Jenkintown, Pa.; January 18 (7:45 
P.M.)—Bethlehem Presbyterian _Church, 
Broad and Diamond Streets, Philadelphia. 

Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: January 7 through !2—Baptist 
Tabernacle, Little Rock, Ark.; January 14 
through 19—Capitol Hill Baptist Church, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; January 21 
through 28—First Baptist Church, Galves- 
ton, Texas; January 29 through 3!—East 
Texas Baptist College, Marshall, Texas. 

Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Confer- 
ence Speaker: December 23 to January 
14—St. Petersburg, Florida; January 21 
through 27—Pitsburgh, Pa.; January 28 
and. February 4 — Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; January 29th 
and February 5 — St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church, 46th Street west of 8th Avenue, 
New York City; January 30—Windsor 
Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, L. I. 

William A. Mierop, President, Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: January 6— 
Port Norris Youth for Christ, Port Norris, 
N. J.; January 7—Ocean City Baptist 
Church, Ocean City, N. J.; January 13— 
Harrisburg Youth for Christ, Harrisburg, 
Pa.; January 14 through 16—Calvary In- 
dependent Church, Harrisburg, Pa.; Jan- 
uary 17 and I8—Y.M.C.A. Reading, Pa.; 
January 19 through 21—Harrisburg Circuit, 
Allentown, Pa.; January 21—I9th Street 
Men's Bible Class at 19th Street Theatre, 
Allentown, Pa.; January 22, 23—Harrisburg 
Circuit, Lebanon, Penna.; January 27— 
Marcus Hook Baptist Church, Marcus Hook, 
Pa.; January 28—First Baptist Church, 
Newfield, N. J. 








INSTANTLY ANY BOOK, CHAPTER 


VERSE.. At Your Fingertips! 





BOOK AND CHAPTER ... The latest mechan- 
ical improvement in the new Index Bible. The 
index finger finds the book, while the thumb 
locates the chapter. All in one motion! King 
James and American Standard Versions of the 
Bible and Testament. Page size, 3%’’ x 6 1 /16’’. 
PRICES FROM $8.25 - - $19.95 
For full information write 


INSTANT INDEX DISTRIBUTORS 
Box 428 Dept. ET-! Lexington, Nebraska ] 
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It’s Not Too LATE 


F YOUR BOY GETTING THE MOST out of his local junior or 
senior high school? Is he working as hard as he should? Are 
his associates all that you should desire? 


If your boy’s progress is unsatisfactory, it may benefit him 
to make a change of schools—and it is not too late. 


STONY BROOK MAY BE THE SCHOOL HE NEEDS 


The completion of Memorial Hall has made additional dormitory 
space available at Stony Brook for the second semester. Enrolling 
your boy now may prevent him from wasting a precious year. 


SUPERVISED STUDY AND WHOLESOME ATMOSPHERE 


For the boy who is having difficulty Stony Brook provides carefully 
supervised study under the guidance of capable teachers. Small classes 
encourage a shy boy who may feel lost in a larger group. 


In quiet, beautiful surroundings Stony Brook students receive 
sympathetic adult assistance in meeting and overcoming problems, 
whether they be academic or spiritual. 


Stony Brook places the welfare of its students above all 
other considerations and provides a wholesome Christian 
atmosphere in which its boys live and work. 


For a catalogue, application blank, or other informa- 
tion address the headmaster. 


tony Brook Schoo 


Frank E. Gaesexein, Litt. D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
Please mention ETERNITY 














“Was the Apostle Pet =e ee 
as the Apostle Peter 
Ever in Rome?”’ gap Rye ERSHIP 
The facts set forth in this sixteen ed vangelism 
page pamphlet are based solely on 


Twelve weeks of specialized eultion. “a3 
workers, le Insti. 
ferred. 








Scriptura evidence. The whole is tute or college graduates pre 
written in a clear, easy-to-read style. Nocth Central Aree 
We are asking Christians every- CHILD EVANGELISM 
a help us — timely mes- TRAINING SCHOOL 
sage the widest possible circulation. Bichth Session Accil 
Single copies, ten cents, twelve Write for li poh —— = oe 
copies for one dollar. A faith work upheld by the prayers of God's people 
Biblical Information Bureau Lower Michigan, Indiana, Uilinois, Kentucky and Ohio. 
. Consepesnenl CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP 
Riverton, New Jersey, U.S. A. 293 Jackson Ave. Muskegon, Mich. 























THE SHEPHERD 


We have, all of us, cut a clipping 
from a paper some time and have ne- 
glected to write down the source of 
the statements concerned therein. I 
have such a clipping before me, and I 
wish to set it down here for Christians 
to read and ponder. 

“The shepherd-life is grounded in 
humility. A shepherd makes no figure 
in the world. There is no room for 
the showy and impressive in his life. 
He spends his days alone with his 
sheep and the watching stars. He is 
well-acquainted with failure; and when 
he has folded the ninety-and-nine 
sheep, he dare not give rest to his 
eyes, or lay unction to his heart, or 
find quietude for his mind, until the 
one that was lost is safely recovered. 
The shepherd thinks and loves in units. 
Ecclesiastics count men by denomina- 
tions; social reformers appeal to 
masses and classes; preachers think 
in terms of audiences. But the true 
tender of the flock calls his sheep one 
by one. The ninety-and-nine cannot 
console his heart for the loss of one 
straggler. Shepherds have a sensitive 
instinct for the troubles and sicknesses 
of their flocks.” 

The command from our Lord to 
feed His lambs is a command that 
comes to every Christian. He knew no 
division between clergy and layzen. 
We are all to be shepherds. Time and 
again someone comes to me after a 
meeting with an expression of hesi- 
tancy because they say they know I 
am busy. I always tell such question- 
ers that my business is not books and 
magazine articles and addresses, but 
people. Some of my most joyful times 
have been alone with the Word be- 
side some seeking soul. To see the 
light of God break into a heart is a 
wonderful thing, surpassing the joy 
that a man can know when he looks 
at the little bundle of flesh that is his 
first-born. And the joy of leading a 
soul into salvation, or into greater 
riches in Christ is one that is within 
reach of every believer. 





NEXT MONTH: 


The Sin Unto Death 


An exposition of 1 John 5:16 by 
the Editor. 


The Open Door 


by John Pollock 
A chapter from his book, Candi- 
date for Truth, which is being 
published this month in England. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 











Publication office: 3110 4 —e Baltimore 11, Md. 

Editorial office: Erzrnity, P Box 2000, Philadelphia 8, Pa. 

Subscription information: Published monthly. $3.00 a year; single copy, 25c. Foreign subscrip- 
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Pe. Advertising Representative: Allan E. Shubert Guaeine, "8818 Chestnut Street, Philadelphie 


Copyright 1950 by een, Inc. No part of this magazine may be reproduced 


without permission. Printed 
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THE LIFE MORE 
ABUNDANT 


By WILLIAM H. WRIGHTON 


“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10). 

Satan is the great thief, he is § xA¢arys (the kleptes). 
He has stolen man’s purity and power over creation, and robbed him of the 
possession of God’s blessing. The Devil tried to steal all these from Christ, 
but Satan met One who was more than a match for him, and Christ returned 
in victory from the wilderness, filled with the Holy Spirit, Satan comes to kill, 
by murder, and drunkenness, and crime; and it is not only the body that he comes to kill, 
for he has led myriad souls to the second death. 

Satan comes to destroy, in fact his name is Apollyon (Rev. 9:11) which means the de- 
stroying one. To destroy is to cause to perish and that word in John 3:16 is from the 
same Greek word as “destroy.” He loves men to perish in their sins and be [ost forever 
in Hell. Christ wept over the lost in Jerusalem, but Satan does not weep over sinners; he comes 
to cause them to perish, and he persuades them to turn a deaf ear to the Gospel. Apollyon has 
organized his forces to make men perish. There is holy joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth, and there is unholy glee in the presence of the demons of 
Hell over one sinner that does not repent and trust Christ as his Lord and Saviour. 





Christ says “I am come that they might have life.” Here is a startling contrast. The thief 
comes to kill, the Son of God comes to make alive those who are dead in trespasses and sins. 
One has a purpose of death, the Other has a purpose of life. 

Christ not only gives life, He is life. In Him was life: and the life was the light of men. “I 
am ... the life” He says. “Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eter- 
nal life to as many as Thou hast given Him.” This life is the Son. Christ is our life, and all 


is death until He becomes our life. Then we can say “I live . . . Christ liveth in me.” Life 
is not something we enjoy apart from Christ, He is our life. “And I give unto them eternal 
life . . .” The Lord Jesus gives life by giving Himself for us, “I lay down My life for the 


sheep.” Now we can sing “Living with Jesus a new life divine.” 

The life in Christ is life overflowing like a river glorious. Abundant is from the Latin word 
abundo which means overflowing like a wave. Wave after wave, flowing fuller every day, 
this life which is ours in Christ has an oceanic fullness; it is a more abundant life. 
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Grace More ABUNDANT 


Listen to the music of its majestic waves “much more 
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.” 
The life abundant is available to us because grace hath 
abounded. Overflowing grace makes possible an over- 
flowing life for us. We do not have it as a life apart 
from Him. He is our life, and we know the abundant 
life by having more of Him. The overcoming, over- 
flowing, abounding life is the experience of the Lord 
of life in His fullness divine. 


A fullness resides 

In Jesus our Head 
And ever abides 

To answer our need. 


Love More ABUNDANT 


The mighty ocean’s roar is heard again: “. . . the love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
which is given unto us.” There is music in those waves. 
God floods our hearts with His love. Wave after wave 
rushes in until every power of our inner life is engulfed 
in the mighty fullness of His love divine. He gives like 
the God He is, and love is bestowed liberally; it is love 
abundant enough to enable us to live the life abundant. 

The reason the early Christians loved so well was be- 
cause the love of God drenched and inundated and 









in sermon or conversation, is subject 
to all of the forces of life: the aim 
of the soul to whom the message is 
given, his interests, affections, de- 
sires, environmental pull, and the 
downward drag of sin. The 
only way whereby we can be 

sure of hitting the target 

when we launch the projec- 

tile of truth is that the 

Holy Spirit take it straight 

to the heart. Utter de- 

pendence is the secret 

of target preaching. 


The aiming of a 16-inch coast defense gun, which can 
effectively shoot a 2,100 pound projectile a dis- 
tance of 26 miles, is based on many factors, such 

as the target's distance, direction, and speed, the 
curvature and rotation of the earth, and the 
direction and velocity of the wind. When 
blowing at 20 miles an hour, a cross wind can 
carry this shell as much as 303 yards off its 
course during the 10! seconds that it is in 
the air. Science has developed a calculator 
that can take all of the problems that 

confront the coast defense gun, calcu- 

late them within a second or two, and 

aim the gun in the process. The launch- 

ing of the projectile of Christian truth 


6 There can be no new world save through new men 





flooded their hearts by the Holy Spirit. If ever we re- 
turn to our first love, it must be by having this love 
deluge our hearts. May the love of God supersaturate 
us all, then shall we love one another even as Christ 
hath loved us, and surely that would be having His 
life more abundantly. 


Joy More ABUNDANT 


It is an exhilarating tonic to drink in the story of the 
exuberant joy of those early Christians. They had joy 
and abundant joy—joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Wave after wave of joy swept over the hearts of those 
saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs. They did eat their 
meat with gladness and their joy was so contagious that 
the lame man who was healed by them at the Gate 
Beautiful went forth walking and leaping and prais- 
ing God. 

Reproach and persecution only made their joy to 
overflow the more, “And they departed from the pres- 
ence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Christian joy in 
Macedonia, too, did not depend on the abundance of 
things which they possessed, for “in a great trial of 
affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.” 
In all these things they were more than conquerors 
through Him that loved them. This also is the life 
more abundant. 


PowrER More ABUNDANT 


There was no paucity of power in the early assem- 
blies of Christ. They had been promised power to wit- 
ness unto Him, greater power that should enable them 
to do greater works; abundant power like floods upon 
the dry ground. They knew the exceeding greatness of 
His power to usward who believe, according to the 
working of the might of His power, which He wrought 
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead. 

They received power and they all witnessed unto 
Christ. “This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses.” They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Not some of them, while others had little if any power, 
but all of them were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit. There can be no effective witness except in the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. Even the Lord Jesus said: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he hath 
anointed me to preach the Gospel. Is not this the life 
more abundant? 


ABUNDANT ENTRANCE INTO GLORY 


How good is the Lord of life, for He gives not only 
life more abundant here but in the largess of His love 
and grace He promises that an entrance shall be min- 
istered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

It will not be just making the home port with rent 
cordage, and shattered deck, but you shall go in with 
full sail of faith, and your Pilot will take the helm 
that day and you will see Him face to face when you 
have crossed the bar. 


Come Holy Ghost, and blow 
A prosperous gale of grace; 
Waft me from all below 
To Heaven my destined place. 
Then in full sail, my port I'll find, 
And leave the world and sin behind. 
THe Enp 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


1950 


Several years ago I began the practice of publishing 
in the January issue of the magazine which I then edited, 
a survey of the year that was closing. Beginning at 
Jerusalem, and proceeding to Samaria, I covered briefly 
the world to the uttermost parts of the earth, recalling 
the events that were of outstanding importance because 
they would last in history, or because they were roots 
of events that were bound to blossom from them. I shall 
continue that practice here, the Lord willing, and will 
now look back over this year that marks the halfway 
point in this feverish twentieth century. 

In Israel there were no important events. The army of 
tailors, delicatessen keepers, merchants, and professional 
men that had swarmed out of the prison camps of Hitler 
and the other pest-centers of anti-Semitism had fought 
like tigers against the Arab legion, trained by the fore- 
most British military leadership and had won nation- 
hood for God’s ancient people. They had settled back 
rapidly into civilian pursuits and life in Israel moved 
in somewhat peaceful calm with the exception of two 
or three pivotal friction points where Jacob and Esau 
had set up a Mizpah stone and were looking at each 
other over shoulders that still held balanced chips. If 
a tourist entered either the country of Jordan or the 
country of Israel, he could visit to his heart’s content, 
but if he crossed over the boundary into the other 
country, he could in no wise return, even if it meant 
traveling hundreds of miles in a roundabout way to 
continue on his itinerary. Many new business oppor- 
tunities were opening in Israel as American Zionism 
poured dollars into the country for investment where 
possible, but the economy was an uneasy one, and the 
Semite cousins had real need of each other though they 
would in no wise acknowledge it. 

Over the border in Jordan, or on the road to Egypt, 
were vast camps with tens of thousands of Arabs, former 
residents of Palestine, who had been pushed out by the 
war and who were unwelcome in Israel and unwelcome 
among their own cousins. They were being kept alive 
on a substandard caloric diet by the grace of American 
charitable organizations. 

In the middle east the password continued to be oil, and 
the precious fluid was coming out of the desert sands 
by the millions of barrels, making Ibn Saud the richest 
man in the world and shifting the tempo of civilization 
from the very low gear of camel travel to the high gear 
of motorized living. Cities had sprung up, complete 


JANuARY 1951 









with air conditioning, and the political intrigue all con- 
cerned the protection of a vital area a thousand miles 
square of the wells and their pipe lines. Like a foot- 
ball line-up, Greece and Turkey were playing the left 
side of the line, backed up by the United States which 
had replaced Great Britain as the Mediterranean power. 
At right end was Persia, weaker in one way and stronger 
in another. Persia was weaker because less accessible, 
and because Russia dominated her northern borders. 
Persia was stronger because her ruling classes had plenty 
of oil money and there was enough prosperity to keep 
the masses from wanting the greater poverty of com- 
munism. In the Mediterranean the United States Navy 
patrolled unceasingly, and our white-suited sailors sunned 
themselves on all the important social beaches of that 
sunny world. The strength of the Navy was especially 
behind Greece which finished its civil war and thrust 
the bayonet through the flapping iron curtain to keep 
it from enfolding any more territory toward the sea. 

Farther east, India and Pakistan had their first year of 
life together without violent bloodshed, though there was 
uneasiness in Kashmir and danger of war in Afghanistan. 
Russia was doing all she could to buy the influence of 
that latter country, but the Emir of Afghanistan and his 
men were still looking toward India, and through that 
window toward the United Nations. American automo- 
biles were rolling in the streets of Kabul, and the Khyber 
Pass was a busy road bringing civilization to one of the 
last of the backward countries on earth. 

Burma was turbulently quiet—her civil difficulties did 
not stem so much from Russian influence as from a 
struggle for power between native factions that wanted 
rule for themselves. Siam was in a similar condition. 
To the southeast, Indonesia had her first year of nervous 
peace, and in far-off Holland the nation’s belt was being 
tightened and the standard of living was going down 
because the riches of the Indies was no longer flowing 
through Rotterdam. There was a strong Russian in- 
fluence in these vast islands, but the native population 
that favored possessions and capitalism was dominant 
for the time. 

To the north the Huks were a great problem in the 
Philippines and the Communist threat was more than a 
gesture. Still farther to the north, Japan was going 
through the growing pains of democracy and was doing 
surprisingly well under MacArthur’s leadership and 
through the economic advantage of the Korean war 
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which left many more dollars in Japan than had been 
anticipated for the year. 

China, Indochina, and Korea, the remainder of the 
far eastern scene, will be treated later, as they form, in 
reality, the outward tentacles of Russia’s reach. 

Africa lay quiet, the black mass heaving like slow- 
moving lava. Signs against the white man and against 
the United States were chalked on walls in many black 
towns and negroes were still but one step above animals 
in the great Union of South Africa, where Smuts was 
dead and the Boers were in a metal-hard ascendancy of 
truelty. The Jesuits controlled the Belgian Congo, their 
finances directing the largest bank and their industrial 
companies monopolizing trade and the great valley, lar- 
ger than the Mississippi-Missouri valley, was in their 
iron grip. 

South America and Central America fought their cold 
war between outrageous fascism in Argentina and Colom- 
bia on the one hand, and violently active communism 
in Guatemala which was reaching out into other Latin 
American states. The Russians were publishing a daily 
paper Hoy—Today in Havana, and were paying vast 
sums to have it delivered by plane throughout the Carib- 
bean. In Colombia, 1950 saw the burning and looting 
of Protestant churches under the very eyes of governors 
and police chiefs, with the priest standing by to give 
the orders to the hoodlums that carried on their work. 
Bibles were burned publicly in that country and, to a 
lesser degree, in Venezuela border towns. 

In Europe, outside of Russia and her satellite countries, 
there was an economic strengthening. The Marshall Plan 
millions had brought a fictitious prosperity to Western 
Europe. The tourists who did not know how to look 
beneath the surface found the shops filled with goods 
of all kinds and high quality food magnificently plentiful. 
They complained that the merchants tried to rob them, 
but they did not realize that none of the people whom 
they saw outside of the hotels and testaurants and shops 
which they frequented had any money to buy any of 
the articles or the food which their dollars purchased 
so easily. The intelligent Continental was inclined to 
look at the windows and say, “Yes; everything seems 
like before the war—we have everything we had then— 
except money.” The American who boasted of having 
a magnificent dinner in Paris for $2.50 that would have 
cost $5.00 in New York, did not realize that 99 per 
cent of all Frenchmen couldn’t pay 75 cents for a dinner. 
The Frenchman had no dollars to buy francs at the rate 
of 350 to 1. 

In Italy, 1950 was the year of the great blasphemy. 
Holy Year, they called it, but there have been few more 
unholy since Cain murdered Abel. Babylon the great, 
the mother of harlots, had covered her venereal nudity 
with all the pomp of which Rome is capable, and promul- 
gated new names of blasphemy as the year drew to a 
close. The Trinity was practically enlarged to a Quartet, 
with Mary enthroned as the Queen of Heaven, and the 
one mediatrix between Christ and man. Over all the 
western world the Roman priests swarmed with an in- 
solence not known before, and as befitted those who 
were sure that they were the possessors of Heaven and 
earth. 

Thus far we have glanced at all the world with the 
exception of the United States and Russia and those 
peoples in her orbit. Russia had studied history well. 
She remembered that Hitler came to power by stealing 
one bit and then adjusting his halo before the world. 
He had seized the Rhineland first, ready to draw back 


at a moment’s notice, and when he found himself in 
pepenien with only an eye-brow lifted against him, he 

ad gone on step by step, Sudetenland, Czechoslovakia, 
Austria. Then emboldened, he had taken the step into 
Danzig and fallen into destruction. Russia was going 
to do it the same way, but with a difference. She was 
not going to do the fighting. She would try the ancient 
Chinese way of cutting the skin of the victim in a 
hundred different slashes, no single wound fatal in itself, 
but the whole bleeding the victim white. - She had burned 
her paws the year before when Berlin did not fall to her 
as ym had hoped. The Berlin airlift had not been anti- 
cipated and had left her with many people grinning 
slyly at her. Now she was going to get others to do things 
for her. She could sit back and play innocent and let 
us throw ourselves against native populations armed and 
excited by her to acts of aggression which would either 
bring her further territory, or would let us expend our- 
selves against satellites, until she thought that we were 
weak enough to tackle directly. 

She made her choice in Korea. But this time the 
world was not asleep as it had been with Hitler. The 
existence of the atomic bomb was doing something to 
some mentalities, and the United States wheeled cum- 
bersomely into action. The folly of the past few years 
was soon manifest. As Life said editorially, “By every 
standard of diplomacy, preparedness, and military policy 
we were let down by our Administration.” Going on 
to argue for a change of horses in the middle of the 
stream, Life said, “The stream itself—and it is neces- 
sary to think about this even though we should never 
take anything away from the gallantry of our soldiers— 
was nothing much. What are we beating in Korea at such 
vast cost in our soldiers’ lives? Half a tiny nation smaller 
than Florida and completely backward by any Western 
standards. What are we winning? Nothing but a respite 
in the struggle against communism—and this only if 
Stalin, who could throw the same sort of switch in half 
a dozen other places and may be doing so even now in 
Indochina or Greece, decides to let us alone... We 
were within inches of being completely surprised, de- 
feated, and humiliated, and having tens of thousands of 
our men massacred, by a country with a 15th of our 
population and a 64th of our size—and we should never 
forget it. It is a poor horse that cannot be trusted to 
get us across the creeks in a world where we still have 
some mighty big rivers ahead.” 

Russia has undoubtedly lost face before the world, 
and especially before her satellite nations. Korea will 
probably—or should I say, possibly—slow Russia down 
for a year or two, as she will count on the psychology 
of American desire to have new cars and go fishing on 
long week ends. A congressman recently told a group 
of friends, “If I were Stalin, I’d write off Korea and then 
sit back and twiddle my thumbs. The U. S. people are 
stirred up right now and in our present mood we'd be 
hard to handle. But what if nothing happens after Korea? 
Somebody’s going to start wondering why he should pay 
all those taxes, and a lot of wives are going to begin 
wondering why their husbands should be in a camp 2,000 
miles away. People will start asking what the fuss is 
all about—and I wouldn’t be surprised if we went right 
back to sleep again.” 

Just when this nation thought that the Korean war was 
over, we received a rude jolt. The U. N. troops had been 
stopped a few miles south of the Manchurian border. We 


(Continued on page 44) 
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One of the best known figures of the 
later years of the evangelical revival 
in England was the Rev. Charles 
Simeon, Fellow of King’s College, 
Cambridge. He was converted and 
brought into a deep knowledge of God 
when a student and was for over fifty 
years Vicar of Holy Trinity Church, 
Cambridge, dying in 1836. The con- 
tempt with which he was at first re- 
garded gradually gave way to deep 
respect, and his power and influence 
became such that he left an ineradi- 
cable mark upon the whole evangelical 
movement. 

Among many expository and other 
works which he published there was 
printed in 1801 in two volumes his 
Helps to Composition or Five Hun- 
dred Skeletons of Sermons, which at 
some time or other he had himself 
preached. Here is the outline of his 
sermon on Isaiah 11: 2, 3. 

From the words of the text, which 
beyond all doubt refer to Christ, the 
son of David, we shall be led to con- 
sider His qualifications for His office. 
The same Spirit that formed Christ’s 
body in the virgin’s womb, endowed 
also His soul with all the faculties 
requisite for the discharge of His high 
office. Jesus Christ, as a man, needed 
to have His mind enlightened, and His 
heart sanctified, even as other men: 
nor could He have been qualified for 
His mediatorial work, if He had not 
been anointed in a superabundant 
measure by the Holy Ghost. God 
therefore anointed Him, and caused 
the Spirit to rest upon Him, not mere- 
ly for a time, and for a limited pur- 
pose, as He had done to others, but 
in an immeasurable fullness, and for 
every end for which He could possi- 
bly need it. 





With this issue Basil F. C. Atkinson begins 
a series in which he will bring to our read- 
ers messages from great preachers of an 
earlier time. As Under-Librarian at Univer- 
sity Library Cambridge he has ready access 
to its rich theological treasures. 
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The Spirit came upon Him as a 
“Spirit of wisdom and understanding.” 
He gave to Jesus a full and compre- 
hensive view of all the mysteries which 
from eternity had been hid in the 
bosom of the Father: and enabled 


Him also to discern the most secret. 


recesses of men’s hearts; so that noth- 
ing, either in Heaven or in earth, was 
concealed from Him. 

The Spirit, as “a spirit of counsel 
and might,” instructed Him how to 
conduct Himself in all those situations 
of difficulty and danger into which He 
was continually brought; and endued 
Him with such undaunted courage, 
unwearied activity, and invincible pa- 
tience, that through the whole course 
of His ministry He never yielded to 
discouragement, or erred by inadver- 
tence. 

The Spirit further enriched His soul 
with “the knowledge (or rather, with 
the love) and fear of God.” Through 
His incessant operations, He was en- 
abled to maintain a continual sense of 
the divine presence, and to act in all 
things with a view to His Father’s 
glory. Under the influence of this 
divine principle He was carried on in 
one steady course, like the sun in its 
orbit, causing His light to shine with 
unclouded splendour through the 
whole period of His sojourning on 
earth. 

By these means Jesus attained the 
most consummate holiness. 

The terms whereby the prophet ex- 
presses the quickness of Christ’s 
spiritual perceptions, are taken from 
that power of smelling, which some 
animals possess, and which admirably 
represents the exquisite sensibility 
which our Lord possessed with respect 
to everything that was right and fitting 
to be said or done. His enemies of 
every description, Herodians, Phari- 
sees, and Sadducees, endeavoured to 
ensnare Him. Sometimes they temp- 
ted Him with questions, which, in 
whatever way they should be answered, 





would give them occasion against 
Him: but He invariably replied with 
such consummate wisdom as: defeated 
their purposes and filled them with ad- 
miration, Sometimes they sought op- 
portunity to entrap Him by means of 
His actions: but still He was proof 
against their malice, and always turned 
their efforts to their own confusion. 
He knew on all occasions how to vary 
His conduct so as ultimately to answer 
best the purpose of his mission. 

Nor (to carry on the metaphor) 
was He less earnest in following, than 
He was acute in discerning, the path 
of duty. If He had spent the night in 
prayer, He still prosecuted by day His 
labours of love till He was exhausted 
with fatigue (and His friends declared 
that His zeal transported Him beyond 
the bounds of reason: so fully was 
that prophesy accomplished in Him, 
“The zeal of thine house hath even 
consumed me.” 

Such being His qualifications, let us 
consider our interests in them. 

This is by no means a speculative 
subject, since it serves to show us: 
1. Christ’s sufficiency for His work. 

The work which Christ had to do 
for us, was exceeding arduous. He 
was to obey the law without deviating 
from it in the smallest point, in thought, 
word, and deed. If therefore He had 
been turned aside by any obstacle, or 
had erred through any inadvertence, 
or fallen short through any weakness, 
or exceeded through any temptation, 
He would have been a violator of the 
law; and, instead of being a Saviour 
to us, would have needed a saviour for 
Himself. But by these rich endow- 
ments which were communicated to 
Him by the Holy Ghost, He was en- 
abled to maintain an unspotted purity 
even to the last; and, having fulfilled 
the law in its utmost extent, He has 
“brought in an everlasting righteous- 
ness,” which “shall be unto all and 
upon all them that believe.” 


(Continued on page 43) 
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The Conversion of a Sctence Student 


Last summer when the Editor was 
in England, one of his close friends 
told him of having heard of a remark- 
able conversion that had taken place 
at Cambridge University during the 
time of his meetings there. Every 
third year it is the custom of the 
Christian Union to have a “Mission 
to the University” and both in 1946 
and in 1949 the Editor of Eternity was 
the special speaker before the Univer- 
sity. The meetings were held in Great 
St. Mary’s Church and thousands of 
the students heard the Gospel in the 
course of the week. I asked my friend 
if he could secure the written testi- 
mony of the person whose conversion 
had been so remarkable. This young 
woman, who shortly thereafter wrote 
a letter telling of her conversion is a 


a research scientist at that institution. 

As you read her letter which follows 
it is well to note the illustration of 
the truth set forth in the epistle that 
one plants and another waters, but 
God gives the increase. Note that in 
the conversion of this young woman 
there is first of all the influence of a 
godly, consistent Christian life on the 
part of one of her companions; two, 
that this life was shown in the field 
of sports; three, that the special effort 
of a mission provides the background 
for the presentation of the Gos- 
pel that unsaved people may 
hear it; fourth, that the preach- 
ing of the Word does produce 
fruit. Note again that as these 
meetings were carried on in a 
large Church of England, with 


Lay. 


in America with invitations to come 
forward, etc., that the entire work had 
to be done by the Holy Spirit, but note 
that He did His work and brought this 
soul through to eternal life. May the 
reading of this letter give us the cour- 
age and conviction to go on our way 
witnessing in every field of life to all 
with whom we come in contact. 












graduate of Cambridge University and __no pressure of the type known 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 


My testimony is expressed in Scriptures most readily 
in verses 18-31 of 1 Corinthians 1, and in particular in 
verse 18, “For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God.” 

The creed of my childhood was “truth” but not Christ. 
I was brought up to prize real truth and to “think for 
myself,” and accordingly kept away from dogmatic theolo- 
gy- At the age of twelve I had some interest in spiritual 
matters, but, at fourteen I was an atheist (not an agnos- 
tic); this was my outlook when I started on a science 
degree course at Cambridge at seventeen. All religion 
to me was superstition and out-dated, incompatible with 
science; church goers were often hypocrites, and the 
more genuine Christians I felt could be better employed 
combatting social evils, and not wasting one day in seven. 
I was concerned with social issues, and one strong aim 
in life was to better humanity, hence I joined the Univer- 
sity Branch of the Communist Party. 

Further study of science and politics, together with 
arguments with Christians served to consolidate my own 
views, giving me a complete philosophy of life, including 
explanations of science and religion, with an aim which 
made life worth living, but without God. 

After two and a half years in college, I met a Christian 
girl during a week’s hockey tournament. I was impressed 
by her consistent living, but more by two things she said. 
Firstly, she claimed to know the Lord Jesus, not only to 
believe in Him. Secondly, she told me that Jesus Christ 
was the Son of God and had come down to the earth to 


die for me, to reconcile me to God, and was raised again 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Texts the Romanists Have Twisted 


The True Basis of Evangelical Christianity 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Several years ago, when I was studying deeply in 
the Book of the Revelation, I came to the passage in 
the second chapter where the Lord speaks to the church 
at Thyatira. After reading of the formidable sacri- 
fice to idols, the seduction of His servants, and the 
other horrors which were in that church, we read at 
verse twenty-four: “But unto you I say, and unto the 
rest—or remnant—in Thyatira, as many as have not 
this doctrine, and which have not known the depths 
of Satan as they speak; I will put upon you none other 
burden.” And when I came to that phrase, “the depths 
of Satan,” I thought to myself that some day I should 
like to write a book that would include studies on 
various phases of Roman Catholic heresies. If I should 
write such a book this would be the title, The Depths 
of Satan. 

There are many deviltries in this world. Hinduism 
is a deviltry. Christian Science is a deviltry. New 
Thought is a deviltry. Modernistic Protestantism is 
a deviltry. The deviltry of deviltries, however, is to 
be found in the doctrine of the Roman Catholic 
Church. To know the Roman Catholic Church theo- 
logically is to know a church very far from God, with 
its error savantly camoflaged to appear as the gospel 
of light while actually being the gospel of darkness. 
On the surface the Catholic Church might deceive 
a saint; underneath it causes Satan to sing with joy. 
Things appear to be what they are not. . Straight 
words have acquired twisted meanings. Language is 
used to its own disadvantage. “The depths of Satan” 
is not an adequate epithet for the diabolical dogma 
which springs from this Satanic system. 

In this, and the articles to follow, we shall set forth 
in the various doctrines to be discussed, the view of 
the Roman Church. Then there shall follow the view 
of Biblical Christianity. Then we shall bring to the 
support of the Bible, Catholic scholars and theologians, 
who, with the early Church fathers, declare without 
equivocation for the Biblical position. We shall use 
as our authority in presenting the view of the Roman 
Church, the Council of Trent, which is the official 
fountainhead of Catholic truth. We shall endeavor 





During last autumn Dr. Barnhouse preached a series of sermons 
on texts that the Romanists have twisted. These were electrically re- 
corded and are printed on the insistence of many people, some of 
them members of the staff. Dr. Barnhouse has consented to their 
printing, somewhat against his will, as his heavy schedule has not 
permitted their revision by him. 
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God’s Word knows us better than we know ourselves 


to quote verbatim where necessary, and at the con- 
clusion of each article, to give the references from 
which the citations have been taken. We do this, in 
order that our Catholic friends, reading these lines, 
will see that we write, not from temper or ignorance, 
but from truth and intelligence. 

Now in order to carry on any discussion tHere must 
be a court of appeal. Several years ago, a member 
of my church, a prominent doctor in the city of 
Philadelphia, told me the following story. He had 
been called to testify in court concerning a case of 
lead poisoning. Sixty or seventy painters had been 
working on the Delaware River bridge. During the 
painting of the bridge, paint had fallen on some of 
the men and lead poisoning resulted. Now during 
the course of the testimony, after preliminary informa- 
tion as to how long the men had worked on the bridge, 
etc., was gathered, there came the question, “On which 
side of the bridge did you put the most paint?” That 
question was most important for the answer to that 
question would determine which of the two states, 
Pennsylvania or New Jersey, would govern the conduct 
of the case as regards the compensation involved, each 
state having different laws relating to workmen’s com- 
pensation. Before the case could be tried, the court 
of appeal had to be established. 

In any religious argument there are three courts of 
appeal: the court of reason; the court of the church; 
the court of the Bible. The natural man appeals to 
the first court. The Roman Catholic appeals to the 
second court. The Biblical and evangelical Christian 
appeals to the third court. 

The court of reason is inadequate simply because 
reason can be overruled. Thus its court can never 
be supreme. The history of philosophy and science 
proves this beyond doubt. When Benjamin Franklin 
discovered the spark on his kite string, he wrote a paper 
on the sameness of electricity and lightning and read 
it before the French Academy of Science. He was 
ridiculed. It was not reasonable to the French savants 
for electricity and lightning to be the same. But they 
are! When Harvey first discovered the circulation of 
the blood, he wrote a technical paper which he read 
before the Royal College of Physicians in England. It 
was not reasonable to the assembled physicians, that 
blood should circulate. But it does! Reason is ever 
overruled by newly discovered knowledge . 

The second court of appeal in a religious argument 
is the church. Invariably, Catholics will say, “The 


Il 








Church says...” This, as we shall see, is inadequate at 
least to a thinking man, for its great appeal is to 
ignorance. “Let us do your thinking for you!”, is its 
ntifical dictum. What Hitler and Mussolini and 
talin have done in the political field, the pope would 
do in the religious. A recent story illustrates the point. 
Vishinsky was seen walking down the Champs Elysées 
in Paris with his umbrella up on a bright sun-shiny day. 
When questioned about it, he replied, “The radio says 
it is raining in Moscow.” You may smile. But many 
Catholics today believe that Mary, the Virgin, is in 
Heaven bodily simply because radio and press reported 
the pope to have said several weeks ago from St. Peter's 
“Mary’s body never saw corruption but went immedi- 
ately to Heaven upon her death.” Perhaps the classic 
statement as to absolute obedience as to what the 
church has to say through the pontiff is to be found 
in the statement of Priero, one of the first theologians, 
of Leo X. “He is a heretic whosoever does not rest 
on the doctrine of the Roman Church, and of the 
Roman Pontiff, as the infallible rule of faith, from 
which holy scripture itself derives its force and its au- 
thority” (L. F. Bungener. History of the Council of 
Trent. p. 82). 

Other,testimony might be given but this suffices to 
show that the authority of God’s word is determined 
by that of the pope in Catholic thought. Men are not 
to think. They are to obey! The court of the church 
is an appeal to ignorance. It is totalitarianism at its 
very worst. 

The court of appeal for the evangelical Christian 
has ever been the Word of God. This is the Supreme 
Court which can never be overruled. It is willing to 
listen to reason, it is willing to hear the church, it is 
willing to commend itself to experience. There is no 
appeal to ignorance. Its appeal is an invitation. Hear 
our divine Lord: “If any man will do His will he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of Myself” (John 7:17). 

Note the advice given to Joshua long ago: “This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written therein; 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success” (Josh. 1:8). 

Or again hear David: ““Thy Word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against Thee” (Psa. 119:11). 

Three things are to be noted from the above Scrip- 
tures. There is an appeal to the intelligence—learn 
what to do, know what conditions to fulfill. There is 
an appeal to fairness—‘“Try me and see!”, the book 
seems to say. There is an appeal to promise, as though 
the Word says, “Follow me carefully, follow me with- 
out prejudice, and I will give you the assurance of 
what I have promised.” The Supreme Court of 
appeal—the Bible—is not afraid of thinking men. It 
only asks thinking men to “come and see.” 

Countless millions have heard the invitation and 
heeded the call. They have received the knowledge of 
Him. They have found the secret of a successful life. 
They have found the way which enables men not to 
sin against God. 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17). And through this 
faith they have experienced the testimony of St. Peter 
himself, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth 
and abideth forever” (1 Pet. 1:23). 


12 Eternal life does not begin when we die, but when we are saved 





Thus with the redeemed of the ages we say, “Thus 
saith the Lord.” With our Lord we would say, “What 


saith the law?” When men argued with Him He 
would reply, “Have you not read in the Scripture? It 
is written!” When Satan approached Him He de- 
clared, “It is written!. . .It is written!. . .It is written!” 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mt. 4:4). 
With the apostle Paul we firmly believe that: “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” 
(2 Tim. 3:16,17) . 

Now of course the neutral observer will ask, “You 
evangelicals, you trust in the Word of God and the 
Catholics trust in the church! How are we to know 
which is the higher court of the two? You offer us a 
Book which has been questioned. They offer us a 
church which has a historic appeal. How may we know 
you are right?” In answer we reply that final assur- 
ance can only come as the Spirit of God reveals the 
truth of His word to the heart of a man who diligently 
seeks to know Jesus Christ as Saviour. But yet, if we 
turn to the authority of the church, it is amazing to 
learn how those whom it would call to witness to its 
error, actually take a position not far removed from 
the position of true believers. 

What does the Church teach as to the basis of Catho- 
lic faith? We turn to the Council of Trent. In draw- 
ing up the agenda for discussion, the church had to 
make a decision as to the source of faith. On February 
22, 1546 in the presence of the congregation assembled, 
the question comes: “What is the source of the Faith? 
It is the Scripture!” (Council of Trent, 1546. Session 
IV Decrees on the Rule of Faith). But Roman policy 
must overrule Roman theologians. In reassembled 
conclave we have the Scriptures and tradition. What 
is tradition? Bungener, in his great history, of The 
Council of Trent, states the following: “Tradition is 
the body of those apostolic instructions and facts which 
have been transmitted, or were capable of being trans- 
mitted, otherwise than by writing, and otherwise than 
by the New Testament, in the state in which it has 
reached us.” 

We should note that tradition is to be found apart 
from the New Testament and apart from any official 
records whatsoever. Now in the light of this formula- 
tion of the Council of Trent, one can appreciate the 
recent declaration of the pope on the Assumption of 
Mary, for in the promulgation, the pontiff states ex- 
plicity that the new dogma springs from tradition. The 
Council of Trent further declares: “. . .that the truth 
being in the traditions as well as in Scripture, they 
were received with equal piety.” 

Now, remembering that tradition is unwritten and 
apart from the New Testament, let us turn to the early 
Fathers of the Church to hear what they have to say 
about tradition. “The Gospel was first preached by 
the apostles: then, by the will of God they wrote it in 
order that it might become the foundation and pillar 
of our faith” (Irenaeus. Against Heresies, b. iii, 1). 
Again he says: “We must necessarily appeal to the 
testimony of the Scriptures, without our discourses are 
entitled to no credit” (Homily I, On Jeremiah) . 

Tertullian has occasion to condemn the very thing 
the Council of Trent approved later, for there were 
those who in his day were placing tradition over 
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against Scripture. “Let the disciples of Hermogenes 
show that what they teach is written: and if it be not 
written, let them tremble at the anathema pronounced 
on whosoever takes from or adds to Scripture” (Ter- 
tullian. Against Heresy. Chapter 21). 


And as to the source of true faith, hear St. Basil. 
“It is necessary that every one instruct himself by 
means of the divine Scriptures, in the necessary veri- 
ties, both that he may make progress in piety, and not 
accustom himself to human traditions. . .What is writ- 
ten do thou believe. What is not written, seek thou 
not after.” (St Basil. Moral Rules. Quest. 95). 

Who shall speak 
apart from God, 


are the “Catholics” upon whom tradition is said to rest! 
These are those whom the church has blessed with 
her own sanctity. This is but a sample. We ask you, 
reader, to what court do the very Fathers of the Church 
themselves, appeal? To the church? To the Bible? 
The answer is obvious! And let us not forget that 
the Scriptures gave birth to the church and not the 
church to the Scriptures. It was not until the Council 
of Constantinople, in 680, that the Church made pro- 
vision to appeal to sources not written in case of need. 
We ask of any fair-minded Catholic to do one thing. 
Search your Catholic Encylopedia, search the various 
dogmatic promul- 

gations of the pon- 





says St. Ambrose. 
“If you take away 
(from the Scrip- 
tures), or add 
ought, this seems 
to be a prevarica- 
tion. . . . When 
the scriptures do 
not speak, who 
shall speak? (St. 
Ambrose. On Par- 
adise. Chapter 12. 
On the Calling of 
the Gentiles. ii, 3). 
And St. Augus- 
tine: “Let us not 
stop at what I have 
said, or you have 
said, but at what 
the Lord hath said. 
We _ have _ the 
Lord’s books. . . 
There let us look 
for the Church” 
(St. Augustine. On 
the Unity of the 


A path untrod; 


The Untried Way 


Betore me is a future all unknown, 


Beside me is a Friend well-loved and known. 


That Friend is God. 


Before me lies a new and untried way, 


tiff, read the vari- 
ous tracts on Cath- 
olic doctrine, and 
invariably the ap- 
peal will be to tra- 
dition. ““The Bible 
does not say,” the 
article will begin. 
Or “It must have 
been,” or “Legend 
has it.” We ask 
you, would the 
early Church fath- 
ers approve. Turn 
to the New York 
Times the day fol- 
lowing the pope's 
promulgation of 
the recent dogma 
and read the text 
of the Vatican re- 
port. Turn to the 
article in Life 
magazine (October 
30th, 1950) on the 
“The Assumption 


“Hear ‘St. Ch a aati faim Greene.’ Both 
sostom on fa ies say definitely that 
teaching: “When the Bible does not 
impious heres . A ° teach the dogma, 
shall occupy net Beside me is my Guide; and day by day but tradition 
churches, know does. 


that then there 
will be no proof of 
true faith, but by 
Holy Scripture. 
Have recourse, . 


I walk with Him. 





Could it be that 
the Catholics in 
appealing to tradi- 
tion, as their court 
inadvertently 








therefore, only to 

it, for those who 

go elsewhere only shall perish” (St. Chrysostom. 97th 
Treatise on St. John). 


And hear the hero of the Council of Nicea say;— 
“The scriptures suffice of themselves alone, for making 
known the truth. . . We are resolved to listen to noth- 
ing, to say nothing, beyond what has been written. . . 
It is a mockery to raise questions or discussions on 
what has not been written” (St. Athanasius. Against 
the Gentiles. Treatise on the Incarnation. Epistle to 
Serapion) . 

Mark well, these men are not Baptists or Presby- 
terians! These are not bigoted, ignorant fundamen- 
talists!) These are not intolerant rabble rousers! These 
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placed Protestant 
judges on the 
bench? Could it be too, that here we have an evidence 
as to how true is the true church of Rome? May we 
not have in this evidence that the church of the first 
four centuries was truly evangelical in doctrine? 


As evangelicals we can ye ey in the Word of God, 
the “books of the Lord,” the divine Scriptures. Our 
authority is still the “Thus saith the Lord.” It is the 
testimony of the Fathers of the church. And by the 
church’s own standards, it should be the testimony of 
Rome. 

(In future articles we shall (D.V.) refer to tradition 
and continue to show that the Fathers of the church 
were far better evangelicals than Romanists are.) 


Difficulty is a challenge for God’s special intervention 13 








The Missionary in China 
Looks Ahead 


Missionaries in China today are 
facing an inescapable fact. Their 
numbers are steadily decreasing. For 
a long time it has been clear to those 
who leave the country, whether for 
health, family, or other reasons, that 
there is no prospect of their getting 
back again in the foreseeable future. 
One missionary and his wife were able 
to return to their field in southwest 
China via Burma, but the validity of 
their permit was questioned, and they 
were asked to leave the country again. 
Now and again, one hears of some 
missionary’s securing an entry permit, 
but in each case there would appear to 
be special circumstances. 

It was reported in May 1950 that 
there were just under 2,000 mission- 
aries left in China, compared to about 
6,000 in 1936. The figure now, in the 
summer of 1950, must be considerably 
lower. And the evidence indicates that 
the trend will continue. For one thing, 
the Government has suggested to 
Christian organizations that they grad- 
ually dispense with foreign funds and 
foreign personnel. Thus the flow of 
the missionary stream is no longer 
into the country, as it was a few years 
ago, nor is it a two-way stream, as it 
was before the war. The direction is 
out of the country. Of course there is 
no hour too late for God’s interven- 
tion, and He is well able to change 
the direction of the stream. And we 
ought never to overlook this in our 
planning and praying. But without 
that intervention it is only being real- 
istic to say that the missionaries leav- 
ing the country now will not be soon 
replaced. It is expected that those on 
the field will be allowed to complete 
their term of service. But unless there 
is a change of policy, the problem will 
arise when they apply for visas to re- 
turn. 

We thus face the question: How will 
Christian work be affected if the 
threatened development actually comes 





Mr. Arthur T. F. Reynolds is a Missionary 
of the China Inland Mission who is remaining 
in China. 


i4 If we mind His business, He will mind ours 


By ARTHUR T. F. REYNOLDS 





China Inland Mission 


A throng of earnest people and Christians attending a local open air tent meeting. 


to pass? Let us observe at the outset 
that considering the extent of China’s 
evangelization, and the present state 
of the Church, it would be wrong to 
say that there is now no place for the 
foreign missionary. There are vast 
regions still wholly without the Gos- 
pel; and this applies not only to the 
border areas but also to the mountain- 
ous hinterland of many provinces long 
regarded as evangelized. Moreover, 
the experience and gifts of mission- 
aries from the West are still greatly 
needed. There are Christian workers to 
be trained and many young churches 
to be built up. The withdrawal of 
foreign personnel would unquestion- 
ably be a great deprivation. 

But would it prove a calamity? 
This is a question worth examining. 
First of all let us consider the nature 
of a missionary society and its rela- 
tionship to the Church. The function 
of the China Inland Mission was lik- 
ened by Hudson Taylor to the scaf- 
folding used for the purpose of build- 
ing. Once the building is completed 
the scaffolding may be removed—in 
fact its removal is essential—and the 


same framework may be used for 
building elsewhere. Taking this view- 
point, the organization of a missionary 
society is not a permanent fixture in 
any particular piece of work. But 
China is a vast field, and one may 
regard missionary work in this coun- 
try as numerous building operations, 
with the scaffolding often being re- 
moved from place to place. 

The situation today, however, is en- 
tirely new. The building operations of 
missionaries, in the past, have from 
time to time been suspended, either 
locally or for comparatively short 
periods. But perhaps never before in 
China have missionaries contemplated, 
as they do now, the possibility of the 
scaffolding’s being dispensed with en- 
tirely—that is, both widely and for 
an indefinite period. The point of 
vital importance for us who are mis- 
sionaries on the field is that the scaf- 
folding should be removed only at the 
direction of our Master, and not mere- 
ly on account of fears for personal 
safety or through unwillingness to 
suffer inconvenience. During the past 
year or two many workers have felt 
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directly led by God to leave this coun- 
try. Many others have been obliged 
to do so, as already intimated, be- 
cause of ill health, family claims, and 
other circumstances. Many of these 
who are withdrawing through force of 
circumstances—no less than those led 
directly—recognize that it is God who 
has withdrawn them. For the immedi- 
ate future, therefore, the scaffolding 
hitherto largely used in the building 
of the Church in China will inevitably 
be less and less in evidence; the min- 
istry of foreign missionaries will be 
more and more curtailed. 


How then will the Church be af- 
fected? In order to visualize the 
probable consequences it is helpful to 
take note of a certain area in North 
China, for during the past few dec- 
ades it has been the scene of several 
prolonged evacuations. What has been 
the effect on Christian work there? 
At the time of the Boxer rising in 
1900, and at various times subse- 
quently, many of the Chinese Chris- 
tians in that area were called upon to 
suffer for their faith. Ten years ago, 
during the Japanese occupation, al- 
most all of the missionaries were re- 
‘moved. At the end of the war a hand- 
ful of them were able to visit that 
area both to encourage the long-tested 
Christians and also to inquire as to 
the needs and requirements of the 
churches. The local believers wel- 
comed the missionaries and pressed 
for more of them to be assigned to 
that province. But even the few who 
visited them could not stay longer than 
a year or so, and they were eventual- 
ly withdrawn. So the foreign work- 
ers in that area were finally obliged 
to leave the churches, some flourish- 
ing and some struggling, to shoulder 
their own burdens. 


For several years, owing to the dis- 
ruption of communications, it has not 
been possible to learn how the 
churches were faring. The silence, 
however, has not been broken. We are 
told of well-attended conventions, with 
Christians able to gather from all 
round the district; of a Christian lead- 
er moving from place to place and 
leading special meetings; of believers 
meeting in their homes for fellowship 
and worship. The brethren are in need 
of and greatly longing for help and 
encouragement for they have suffered 
much tribulation, but their testimony 
is one of faith and triumph. 


We note, then, these two features: 
first, a period of testing, and second, 
a triumphant testimony. We may well 
inquire what were the circumstances 
which prepared the churches to en- 
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dure, and to stand fast in the face of 
prolonged testing. There were natural- 
ly many contributing factors—for in- 
stance the daying of good foundations 
by the pioneers and the inspiring lead- 
ership of spiritually-minded men. But 
without doubt we may trace an im- 
portant factor—surprising as it may 
seem—to an earlier period when mis- 
sionaries were obliged to evacuate. 
It was immediately following the trou- 
bles of 1927, when many missionaries 
all over China were called to the coast 
for a period of many months. Posi- 
tions of leadership formerly held by 
missionaries were necessarily taken 
over by the Chinese; financial respon- 
sibility for the work had to be under- 
taken increasingly by the churches. 
When missionaries returned from the 
coast they rejoiced to find how the 
work had gone on during their ab- 
sence, and it was later decided that 
steps should be taken-to continue this 
encouraging development. A difficult 
but wise decision was made. The 
C.I.M. decided that financial grants to 
the churches should be gradually re- 
duced (though this did not apply to 
evangelistic work), and foreign mis- 
sionaries more and more became help- 
ers and advisers as they passed on 
from the earlier stage when they had 
necessarily acted as leaders. 

It was not always easy. They were 
often called upon to watch workers of 
comparative inexperience making mis- 
takes. But they realized that the young 
churches, like young children, must be 


allowed to stumble if they would learn 
to walk. Moreover the distinction be- 
tween Church and Mission had to be 
emphasized. The C.I.M. superinten- 
dent in that area pointed out that the 
C.I.M. was an association of foreign 
workers in China. “You are not mem- 
bers of the C.I.M.” he informed the 
Christians, “but members of the Chris- 
tian Church.” The truth was not eas- 
ily grasped. “From my early years,” 
protested an elderly Christian who had 
missed the point, “I have regarded 
myself as a C.I.M. church member, 
and now we are not wanted.” But by 
loving and patient dealing it was grad- 
ually brought home to the Christians 
that the C.I.M. was a team of workers 
from outside, and that they them- 
selves, as members of the local 
churches, ought to assume greater -re- 
sponsibilities in church activities. 
Thus increasingly, after the events 
of 1927, the missionaries encouraged 
churches to govern themselves. And 
the churches responded. There was a 
period of seeming retrogression—and 
for future reference I think that this 
should be noted—for the decrease in 
Mission grants resulted very soon in a 
drastic reduction in the number of 
Chinese workers. It must have been 
a temptation for those responsible to 
postpone putting the plan into prac- 
tice; but their policy was sound. In 
course of time there arose a new group 
of Christian workers, under the lead- 
ership of men who knew God, who 
(Continued on page 42) 





Chima laiaod Mission 


Congregations such as this one may soon be without missionary oversight, as many 
already are. They need the prayers of God's people. 


His ways are significant even in trivial things 15 














NEW YEAR 


There is something about the end 
of one year and the beginning of a 
new that turns the mind into channels 
of reminiscence and at the same time 
lifts it to look ahead. The world finds 
it more difficult to look ahead this 
year than in many previous years be- 
cause the world of the worldling is 
ever more precarious. At Thanksgiv- 
ing time, just ten years ago, an editor 
wrote, “What is there to give thanks 
for in 1939? Half the world is at 
war; the Jews, particularly, are being 
persecuted bestially on a tremendous 
scale; millions of people all over the 
world are suffering the pangs of hun- 
ger, cold, and mental worry because 
of continued unemployment; the hon- 
or of governments is deteriorating 
rapidly—altogether a very black pic- 
ture of earthly affairs might be paint- 
ed without much effort.” 

That particular editor went on to be 
thankful, however, that such a hatred 
of war was growing up in the minds 
of the world that we might reasonably 
expect it soon to be abolished forever. 
Thus can the blind lead the blind. 


The news of the world has not 
changed much in ten years. There are 
as many hungry people today as there 
were then, and probably a good many 
more because the population is great- 
er by some 250,000,000 than it was 
then. The actual number of people at 
war is less today than it was then, but 
few observers would hold that war was 
about to be abolished from the earth, 
but rather would dread that a far 
greater war than any known before 
now hangs over the earth. 


The Christian knows, of course, that 
God is in His Heaven, even if all is 
wrong with the world. We are sure 
that God has never been astonished at 
anything that man or the Devil ever 
did. He knew before the foundation 
of the world exactly how the world 
was going to progress, made provision 
for it, announced the judgments that 
would come on it, and provided a way 
of escape through the cross for those 
whom He chose for Himself. In 
Christ we have all things, and one of 





these things is the “peace that passeth 
all understanding” (Phil. 4:7), no 
matter what the headlines may be. He 
has even commanded us to be un- 
troubled in the midst of wars and ru- 
mors of wars (Matt. 24:6). 

The Editor of ETrernity now begins 
his twentieth year of editorial work. 
Satan has hated this witness and has 
done his best to destroy it, but we face 
the coming year with the highest cir- 
culation in our history and with the 
certainty that God has led us every 
step of the way. We would like to lay 
a definite obligation upon you as you 
read these words. Will you stop and 
pray for God’s blessing upon all who 
write, edit, or mail the magazine, and 
for all who are in the various phases 
of our work. And will you offer that 
prayer every time a new copy comes? 
Joyful New Year in the Lord! 


ETERNITY CONFERENCES 


In the summer of 1951 ETERNITY. 
its editors and its writers, will hold 
two Bible Conferences, one on the At- 
lantic Coast and one on the Pacific 
Coast. From Monday morning July 
2d through Sunday night July 8th, the 
entire facilities of Sandy Cove on 
Chesapeake Bay will be turned over to 
us and you for a week of vacation and 
spiritual refreshment. The Editor will 
bring many of the messages and will 
be assisted by other speakers and 
workers whose places on the program 
will be announced later. Sandy Cove 
is rapidly taking its place as the num- 
ber one Bible conference center in 
the middle Atlantic states. There are 
handsome cabins, some with bath, an 
auditorium which holds more than a 
thousand people, food which surpasses 
that of any Bible Conference without 
even serious comparison, and excel- 
lent facilities for recreation—tennis 
courts, speed boats, swimming, fishing, 
hiking, etc. 

One month later the facilities of Mt. 
Hermon, amid the giant redwoods of 
California, will be given over to us 
for a duplicate Conference in the West. 
Special cars, or if enough sign up, a 
special train will be run by the North- 


ern Pacific Railroad from Chicago 
to the conference and return. Dr. 
Barnhouse is flying to England after 
the Sandy Cove Conference to speak 
at the famed English Keswick, and 
will fly back to join the party in Chi- 
cago that will proceed to the Coast 
with stop-overs in Yellowstone Park, 
the Columbia River Highway, and 
other great scenes of the West, return- 
ing by national parks on the southern 
route. The Mt. Hermon Conference 
will begin on Sunday, August 5th in 
the afternoon and will end on Sunday 
August 12th, after the morning meet- 
ing. Full details on both these con- 
ferences will be announced in a later 
issue, but anyone desiring information 
now, may write to the Editor, Box 
2000. 


DEAN ACHESON 


In our August issue we stated that 
the Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, 
was a recent convert to Romanism. 
We had checked the story with an in- 
formant in Washington who usually 
furnishes us with very accurate infor- 
mation. We have since learned that 


Mr. Acheson has not left the Episcopal . 


Church, but is a practicing member 
of that denomination. Our informant, 
checking back on his sources, tells us 
that the error arose from conjecture 
following a series of rumored meet- 
ings between the Secretary and Fulton 
Sheen, the noted Catholic proselyter. 
We have written an apology to Secre- 
tary Acheson and make this public 
correction here. We recall to our 
readers the editorial in a recent issue 
in which we spoke. of the pains we 
take to check our material. You can 
be sure that we will rectify any mis- 
takes that do creep into the magazine, 
and you can count on a percentage of 
accuracy that is at least as high as 
that in such magazines as Time and 


Life. 


CLEAR AND PLAIN 


The British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion recently made a thorough survey 
of British listening habits, especially 
as they concerned educational pro- 
grams on the radio. The result was 
very revealing, and may be considered 
of value for America also. A talk on 
electrons was heard by 8.5 per cent 
of the “upper middle class;” by 3.8 
per cent of the “lower middle class;” 
and by only 1.5 per cent of the “work- 
ing class.” 

One of the most interesting conclu- 
sions from the study came in the state- 
ment by the investigators that it 
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seemed certain that the addresses which 
had been very carefully prepared, 
polished and read by clear voices, put 
over more points than extemporary re- 


marks. Two things were referred to 
that caused special difficulty—too 
speedy delivery and long sentences. 
The editor of a British religious 
weekly comments on the above as fol- 
lows: “These reports have a number 
of important bearings on the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. Obviously the 
B.B.C. commands the services of the 
most highly qualified speakers; its 
programs are prepared and presented 
with great skill and all available tech- 
nical resources; yet it seems that a 
great deal of its educational output 
fails of its object. How great, then, 
is the need for the humbler preacher 
of the Word of God, with his all-too- 
limited human resources, to examine 
carefully his use of the spoken word, 
and to be as strict as possible in his 
self-inquiries. We know, of course, 
that the faithful preacher can count 
on resources ‘from above’; but the 
fact that the Holy Spirit is working 
does not free the preacher from his 
responsibilities for thorough prepara- 
tion and careful presentation. . . He 
must ruthlessly and ceaselessly ex- 
amine his message; write out an oc- 
casional sermon in full, and go over it 
word by word; seek candid and skilled 
comment; study the techniques of 
those who do get across; and pray 
for the gifts of lucid, simple, heart- 
moving ministry. Perhaps it.is true 
to say here—as in so many rea 
‘the greatest of these is love.’ ” 


SHADOW 


In November, 1950, Philadel- 
phia newspapers refused to carry 
the advertising of several pastors 
who announced that they were 
going to speak on the doctrine of 
the Virgin Mary, or refute the 
doctrine of the Assumption of the 
Virgin. The newspaper with the 
largest circulation has placed an 
announcement on the religious 
page, permanently, that it will ac- 
cept no advertising from one 
church that will offend another. 
When the advertising manager of 
one of the dailies told me this, I 
asked him if he would print the 
announcement of a Roman Catho- 
lic Church concerning a Novena 
to the Virgin Mary, as that would 
be offensive to me if I were not 
allowed to announce that I would 
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preach on the superstition of 
Mariolotry. 

In Pottstown, Penna., the pas- 
tor of a Lutheran Church sent to 
the local newspaper his announce- 
ment to be included in the col- 
umn of free advertising on church 
topics. His subject was “Why I 
Am a Protestant.” The newspaper 
refused to insert it. He offered 
to buy a paid advertisement and 
they refused to sell him the space. 
He called the ministers of Potts- 
town and vicinity together. They 
all went to the newspaper and 
bought a half page advertisement 
and every pastor announced his 
subject for the following Sunday: 
“Why I am a Protestant”; “The 
Heritage of the Protestant Refor- 
mation” and similar titles. In ad- 
dition one minister wrote a letter 
to the paper on the work of Mar- 
tin Luther. They would have been 
satisfied to see this published as a 
letter to the editor, but the news- 
paper, bowing before the pres- 
sure of the entire ministerium, 
published the letter as the first 
editorial. 

One of the most shocking 
events in connection with these 
matters was the horrible inter- 
ference of a United States postal 
inspector with the rights of the 
U. S. Mails. Dr. Alan M. Frew, 
pastor of the Ardmore Presby- 
terian Church and Moderator of 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
had hundreds of post cards print- 
ed and addressed to the member- 
ship of his church announcing his 
subject, “The Iniquitous Super- 
stitious Reverence of Mary.” He 
was informed by the postal in- 
spector later that the cards could 
not go through the U. S. Mails as 
they were offensive matter. Dr. 
Frew went to the post office and 
secured the cards and had them 
enclosed in envelopes. But pres- 
sure was also brought to bear on 
higher ups, and a few hours later 
the order of the postal inspector 
was rescinded. 

However, for a few hours a 
Roman Catholic postal inspector 
(for it was ascertained that he 
was a Catholic) had barred the 
mails to the titular head of the 
100,000 Presbyterians of the city 
of Philadelphia. ANYONE WHO 
THINKS THAT THIS WOULD 
NOT BE STANDARD PRACTICE 
IF ROME WERE IN FULL SWAY 


IS IGNORANT OF HISTORY, OF 
THE VATICAN, AND OF CON- 
DITIONS TODAY IN LANDS 
DOMINATED BY ROME. 

The same week we received 
word that four of our mission- 
aries, including Maria _Bolet, 
member of the church of which 
the Editor of Eternity is pastor, 
had been ordered to leave Spain. 
The four missionaries are of 
Cuban nationality. We have cabled 
them to stay, and to allow them- 
selves to be forcibly ejected rather 
than to bow before such an edict. 
They are working within the Pro- 
testant churches of Spain, teach- 
i classes, running Vacation 
Bible Schools and summer camps, 
etc., and have every right under 
the announced policy of Spain to 
remain there. Pray for them, and 
above all show your colors. 


YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


In this issue you will find a renewal 
blank pasted inside the front cover. 
We have almost fifteen thousand re- 
newals falling due within the next 
two months and unless we receive 
yours promptly there may be an un- 
fortunate lapse in your subscription— 
as much as we may try to avoid it. 

There are going to be many very 
interesting features and studies dur- 
ing the coming year. Some of the 
Editor’s lectures that have been heard 
by tens of thousands of people are go- 
ing to appear in these pages during 
the next few months. These include: 
The Biblical Basis of Protestantism; 
The True Church; Peter and the Keys; 
Binding and Loosing; Sins Remitted 
and Retained; Purgatory, or Life af- 
ter Death; This is My Body; and 
many others. Much study has gone 
into the Editor’s article “The Sin 
Unto Death” which will appear in the 
February issue. You cannot afford to 
be without Eternity for the year that 
lies ahead. 

The great majority of those whose 
subscriptions expire in the next twa 
months became charter subscribers 
even before there was an ETERNITY 
magazine. We sincerely trust that this 
confidence has been repaid by real 
blessing received through our pages 
in months gone by. No greater com- 
pliment can be paid to an Editor than 
to have readers who can say, “I have 
been a subscriber since the first is- 
sue.” If you have truly been blessed, 
send us your renewal now. 


A living prayer comes only from a living heart 17 








The Secret of Fearlessness 


In these days in which we are living 
the number of nervous breakdowns and 
the way in which people are flocking 
to psychiatrists are strong evidence to 
the prevalence of fear and insecurity in 
the minds of a great many, even in 
this most favored of all lands, and the 
tremendous increase in neurotics and 
psychotic patients is in itself a cause 
for deep anxiety in regard to the fu- 
ture welfare of the nation. In a situa- 
tion like this it is very refreshing to 
turn to the inspired Word of God and 
find there the answers to all these ques- 
tions and the solution to the many 
problems which are a matter of such 
deep concern to so many. We need in- 
creasingly to look to the Holy Spirit 
that He-may grant us a new insight 
and discernment as we read the Word 
and then a new faith and courage to 
apply it to ourselves, that we may ex- 
perience and show forth in our lives 
the peace and the praise which have 
always been characteristics of those 
who are living close to the Lord. In 
the beautiful words of the first six 
verses of the 27th Psalm, David reveals 
the secret of a fearlessness amidst con- 
ditions that were both baffling and dis- 
couraging to the utmost degree. 


His Circumstances 


In the second verse, the circum- 
stances of David’s life at the time at 
which this Psalm was written, are 
graphically described in a threefold 
way. He speaks first of the personal 
vindictiveness of his enemies. “Evil- 
doers came upon me to eat up my 
flesh.” He also speaks of the over- 
whelming majority which were pitted 
against him. “Mine adversaries and 
mine foes” and “Though a host should 
encamp against me.” The third cir- 
cumstance he mentions is the terrible 
disaster of war itself, “Though war 
should rise against me.” In these 
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versés is given a dramatic picture of 
conditions which many of God’s peo- 
ple are facing today: on the one hand 
Modernism and apostasy are growing 
ever bolder in the'r mis-interpretations 
of Scripture and outright denials of 
many of the essentials of our faith, 
and on the other, the forces of evil un- 
der the banner of Communism, which 
denies all spiritual values and openly 
blasphemes the name of God Himself, 
are increasing in their open antagon- 
ism against all who are standing true 
to the Gospel of our Lord and the his- 
toric faith of the Church. Personal vin- 
dictiveness and malicious innuendoes 
are being used unsparingly in the great 
conflict of spiritual forces which is in- 
creasing in intensity, and the number 
of those who are really true to the 
Lord seems to be but a pitiful handful 
in comparison with the tremendous 
numbers lined up against them. 
His Lord 

Over against these circumstances 
and in marked contrast, David pic- 
tures his Lord, and here again, in 
a threefold way. He speaks of 
Him as “my light’—the One who 
stands out in glorious brilliance against 
the blackness and the darkness of the 
night of uncertainty and of oppos'- 
tion, the One who in His own Person 
guarantees the necessary guidance for 
His servant and in His own Person is 
the embodiment of the comfort and 
solace which all need in the loneliness 
and darkness of those hours of con- 
flict and of suspense. Not only is th 
Lord his light, He is also “his salvs- 
tion”—-salvation in the midst of dan- 
ger. David might easily have thought 
that his salvation was dependent upon 
his faith in the Lord and as such it 
would mean that he was pinning his 
welfare on an uncertain factor, but 
while he might say that his salvation 
was to come through his faith, not his 
faith, but the Person of his Lord Him- 
self was the salvation and that made 
it absolutely certain, regardless even of 
David’s weakness and failure. Even 


deficiency can vanish in God’s sufficiency 


more than that, however, he speaks of 
the Lord as “the strength of his life.” 
The Lord Himself was the guarantee 
against decline and defeat, for as long 
as the Lord was with him he knew his 
strength would not fail, and there 
would be no defeat possible, regardless 
of the prospects from the human point 
of view. As the shadows and the diffi- 
culties of the days in which we are 
living seem to be steadily increasing, 
how much we need to remind ourselves 
that as we have Him we have all, for 
He Himself is our Salvation and in 
Him we have the answers to all our 
questions and the solutions to all our 
problems, for “with Him we have eter- 
nal life” (1 John 5:13); and “with 
Him we have victory” (1 John 5:5); 
and “with Him we have an assurance 
and an understanding and a certainty” 
(1 John 5:20) which nothing can de- 
stroy or take from us. 
His Goal 

As David thinks of his Lord in 
the midst of conflict he reminds 
himself of his goal—“One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, and that 
will I seek after,” and he expresses his 
goal, or the desire of his heart, in a 
threefold manner. “To dwell in the 
house of the Lord,” “to behold the 
beauty of the Lord,” and “to enquire 
in his temple.” To dwell in the house 
of the Lord, to David, meant that his 
one desire above all things was to be 
in the abiding place of the glory of the 
presence of the Lord. As long as he 
was there no evil could touch him, no 
enemy could molest, and no doubts 
could find entry into his heart; but it 
was not merely for the sake of protec- 
tion or peace that he had this desire, 
for David was a man of action, a cou- 
rageous warrior, and a stout-hearted 
leader. His purpose for so dwelling in 
the house of the Lord was to behold 
the beauty of the Lord or His “pleas- 
antness.” It was to come into a fuller 
understanding and appreciation of the 
glory of His person. In these words 
David voices the same yearning to 
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which the Apostle Paul gives expres- 
sion in his Epistle to the Philippians— 
“What things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea verily, and 
I count all things to be loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suf- 
fered the loss of all things: and do 
count them as refuse, that I may win 
Christ. . . . That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings” (Phil. 3: 
7, 8, 10). David was begining to real- 
ize the same truth that centuries later 
the Apostle Paul had come to know— 
that satisfaction of heart could never 
be gained in the possession of things, 
however rare and beautiful they might 
be. The heart of a man can find satis- 
faction only in the knowledge and 
possession of, and being possessed by, 
a person, and the greater and more 
glorious that person, the deeper be- 
comes the satisfaction of heart and the 
growth and development of the person- 
ality. “To dwell in the house of the 
Lord” meant then to gain an intimate 
understanding of Him, and yet that 
was not all, for the third clause is “to 
enquire (or to consider) in his tem- 
ple.” Not a mere fleeting glimpse of 
the glory of the Lord but a quiet medi- 
tation and concentration of the mind 
upon the majesty and graciousness of 
Him, “whose faithfulness reacheth un- 
to the clouds” (Psalm 36:5), and whose 
“lovingkindness is better than life” 
(Psalm 63:3). Although possibly Da- 
vid had not realized the result of such 
gazing in faith at his Lord, it is clearly 
revealed in the New Testament by the 
Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:18, 
“But we all, with unveiled face behold- 
ing as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, as from the 
Spirit of the Lord.” To live in the pres- 
ence of the Lord, by the eye of faith, 
to gaze at His majestic beauty and in 
reverence of heart to meditate upon 
His righteousness and His love, will 
mean that the beauty and the glory of 
His likeness will be transferred by the 
Holy Spirit to the hearts of all who 
are willing to take the time and put 
forth the effort so to think of Him. 
They in turn will be transformed from 
glory to glory into that same image 
and just as Moses, on coming down 
from Mount Sinai, “wist not that his 
face shone with the glory of the Lord” 
as the result of his having been ex- 
posed to that glory, so too, the life of 
him who spends time in secret in the 
presence of the Lord will radiate that 
same glory and graciousness and love 
and manifest it before a world this day 
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which is perplexed and rent by con- 
troversy, bewilderment, uncertainty 
and confusion, as perhaps never before. 


His Confidence 


But David did not stop there, hav- 
ing stated his goal—he goes on to 
state the confidence and assurance 
with which he faces the uncertainty 
of his circumstances and states the 
final outcome of the conflict. His 
confidence is in the Lord, who, he 
says, “Will keep me secretly in his pa- 
vilion and will hide me in the covert 
of his tabernacle.” David realized that 
the “day of trouble” was there, and 
the conflict in all probability would 
grow more intense and more bitter be- 
fore the end came, but regardless of 
the intensity and the bitterness, the 
outcome, as far as he was concerned, 
was settled, for his confidence was in 
the Lord and in His protecting and 
keeping mercies. And again we turn 
to the Apostle Paul to find the same 
truth in very similar words, expressed 
in his letter to his friends in Colossae, 
to whom he writes, “Your life is hid 
with Christ in God.” The word “hid” 
contains the thoughts both of mystery 
and of security. Mystery, for the world 
will never understand the secret of 
peace and quietness in the midst of 
strife and uncertainty, just as it never 
understood our Lord and the secret of 
His poise and authority during His 
earthly life. Through His death on the 
cross in our place and for us He has 
made it possible for each one of us to 
take on the same characteristics which 
He possessed, as we live in the same 
relationship to the Father in which He 
lived—this was the relationship of obe- 
dience, dependence, and trust. To the 
degree in which we so live will the 
secret of our lives be a mystery to the 
fearful and the anxious of the world 
about us. Still more, if our lives are 
hid with Christ in God, all the legions 
of hell and all the forces of evil can 
never reach us to harm or to pull down 
to destruction. Not only was David 
confident that he would be kept and 


hidden, but looking forward, he was 
equally confident of the final outcome. 
“He will lift me up upon a rock.” And 
here again he voices his assurance of 
security, for his feet will be placed by 
his Lord upon a rock, unshakable and 
immovable. He voices his security too 
in the victory that was promi 
“For now shall my head be lifted up 
above mine enemies round about me” 
and he would see the salvation of the 
Lord being wrought out on his behalf. 
He was confident also of his own pub- 
lic vindication before those who had 
cast their vindictive innuendoes and 
their blasphemous curses at him, for 
above and before them all his head was 
to be lifted up as he received the vic- 
tor’s crown from the hand of the King 
of kings and the Lord of lords. 
His Joy 

It is no wonder that this little 
section closes with his joyful dec- 
laration that he would offer sacrifices 
of joy and songs of praises unto his 
God. The expression of his confidence 
and assurance filled his heart to over- 
flowing and the sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving to his God are but fitting 
expressions of that joyous confidence 
and in the presenting of them to his 
Lord his confidence and assurance will 
grow all the stronger. If we are con- 
scious of the strife and the strain in 
which we are living, let us too find re- 
freshment of spirit in meditating upon 
our Lord and may we be given grace 
to set as the goal of our lives that 
which brings the richest returns of 
growth in grace and the formation of 
life and character, even to know Him 
whom to know is life eternal. We shall 
find that with the knowledge of Him 
comes not only the confidence of being 
kept and of being victorious, but 
comes also the transformation into the 
beauty of His person and life, which as 
nothing else will fill the heart to over- 
flowing with gratitude and apprecia- 
tion to Him for all His mercies and His 
infinite lovingkindness and truth. 

THE Enp 








The reason so many people get very little 
from their Bible study is somewhat akin to 
the reason why maple sugar is so high 
priced. About thirty-five gallons of maple 
sap have to be evaporated to make one 
gallon of maple syrup, and then a great 
quantity of maple syrup has to be boiled 
down to make a cake of maple sugar. If 
you are going to know the word of God, 
you must realize that it is not a knowledge 
that can be gained in laziness. There must 
be gallons of devotion evaporated with 


more gallons of yieldedness to the Word, before there can be true growth in knowledge of 
the Word. But when the product is reached it is sweeter than honey in the honey comb. 


Have Christ in your heart and prayer will follow 19 
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January 1 
AFTER THESE THINGS (15:1) 

Every day and every hour is a new be- 
ginning with God. After a failure we can 
begin afresh with Him. After a success we 
néed to begin with Him. It makes no dif- 
ference what the past has contained of fail- 
ure or success, the present and the future 
is all with which we need be concerned. 
The principle of “forgetting those things 
which are behind” (Phil. 3:13) is a divine 
principle, and every new beginning with 
God can be one which will lead to higher 
ground of power and privilege. Abram 
had won a strategic victory, a spiritual 
victory and an economic victory. The kings 
hid been defeated, Melchizedek had given 
him a blessing and Abraham had refused 
material wealth from man. Therefore, he 
is in special need and God is the one who 
supplies all our need. It is noteworthy 
that Christ spent the entire night in prayer 
after His greatest triumphs. 

LORD, BE WITH US IN EVERY BEGINNING. 


January 2 
THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME (15:1) 
‘ God's method of supplying our need is 
to give us fresh knowledge of Himself. 
There is no need that cannot be met by 
secing Him. This is the first time that 
the well-known phrase, oft repeated in the 
Bible, is to be found—the Word of the 
Lord came. In varied instances the Word 
of the Lord came in sundry times and in 
divers manners (Heb. 1:1), but the Word 
always had its effect. That is why Christ 
said, “Sanctify them through Thy truth: 
Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17). The 
Word of the Lord is living and powerful 
(Heb. 4:12) and will always produce the 
effect that God has determined for it (Isa. 
55:11). The Lord of the Word gives Him- 
self in His Word, and that is the answer 
to our need. 
LORD, SHOW US THYSELF IN THE WORD. 


January 3 
FEAR NOT ABRAM (15:1) 

Fear is a natural part of the make-up 
of the human race. Cowards are afraid be- 
fore a battle; heroes are afraid afterwards. 
Abram had the natural reaction to the 
great events of the last chapter. For a 
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peaceful old man to arm his servants and 
go into battle against four powerful kings 
is a great change, and when the crisis is 
over the strain of body, mind and spirit 
begins to show. It is then that God comes 
with His comforting word, “Fear not.” 
This is the first time this phrase is used 
in the Word. It, and the equivalent “Be 
not afraid,” will be found 84 times through- 
out the Word. The believer who learns 
to wait in time of crisis for comforting en- 
couragement from the Lord will never 
need a psychiatrist. 

LORD, MAY THY PERFECT LOVE BANISH 
OUR FEAR. 


January 4 
1 AM THY SHIELD (15:1) 

The man who has just administered a 
defeat to the world becomes a target for 
the hatred of the world. Abram had left 
his sheltered hills in order to rescue his 
nephew, Lot. The four kings who were 
powerful enough to have beaten the five 
kings were in turn beaten by Abram plus 
God. Would they regroup and come 
against him with superior forces? They 
certainly had the human resources to do 
so. But at this point God reveals to Abram 
that He Himself is his ally, and therefore 
his shield. There need be no fear of the 
power of the world against us if we re- 
main in the ‘center of the Lord’s will. No 
weapon that is formed against us shall 
prosper (Isa. 54:17). We may be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His might 
(Eph. 6:10). 

LORD, KEEP US SAFE IN THYSELF. 


January 5 
SHIELD (15:1) 

The Lord always provides the armor for 
His people, and that armor is Himself. 
Even Satan had to confess to God that he 
had tried to get at Job, but that he had 
been turned back by the hedge which God 
had placed around him (Job 1:10). The 
whole armor of God (Eph. 6:11) has been 
provided, and our enemies must break 
through God Himself to reach us. “Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God” (Col. 3:3). Take a piece of paper, 
write your name on it; then put the paper 
inside a Testament; then put the Testa- 





ment underneath your coat and vest, next 
to your heart. There is where you are, 
with Christ, in God. He is around us as 
“a wall of fire” (Zech. 2:5). The weakest 
may laugh at his enemies when he knows 
where he is in God. 

LORD, MAKE US AWARE OF WHERE WE 
REALLY ARE. 


January 6 
AND THY EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD 
(15:1) 

No man ever lost anything by giving up 
something for God. The Lord has never 
remained in debt to any man. Abram had 
refused to take anything from a thread to 
a shoelace lest any worldling should boast 
that he had contributed to the prosperity 
of God’s man. The Lord comes through 
to those who put their trust in Him thus, 
and provides for all their need according 
to His riches (the principal) with glory 
(the interest) by Christ Jesus (the pay- 
master). That promise to the Philippi- 
ans (4:19) was the one that God was giv- 
ing to Abram as an example for us. When 
we learn to look above the blessing to the 
one who blesses, we have learned the sim- 
ple mathematical rule that the whole is 
greater than any of its parts. 

LORD, BE EVERYTHING TO US. 


January 7 
AND ABRAM SAID, LORD GOD (15:2) 
Faith immediately answers to the Word 
of God, for faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10: 
17). God has said that “The path of the 
just (i.e., the justified) is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). The reason 
that this is true is because of the chain 
reaction and interaction of faith and the 
Word of God. God reveals Himself and 
faith lays hold upon the revelation and 
feeds upon it. Thus faith grows and turns 
itself back to God, who then gives a fur- 
ther revelation of Himself, so that faith 
has more upon which to feed and grow. If 
you count closely you will see that there 
were nine different manifestations of God 
to Abram, of which this is the fifth. 


LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH. 
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January 8 

WHAT WILT THOU GIVE ME? (15:2) 
A human being is a frail thing. Even 
when faith acts it is contaminated by hav- 
ing touched the human heart. God had 


just told Abram not to fear, and had prom- 


ised to be his shield and his reward. He 
had done more; He had promised to be 
his great reward. The promise is even 
more than this: He had promised to be his 
exceeding great reward. And yet Abram 
comes, almost with a plaintive cry. The 
strain of the preceding days conflict, the 
long march with his little army, the reac- 
tion of victory and renunciation were all 
very great. Too often, in the midst of 
loneliness and the walking by sight, the 
promise is so great that we can not seize 
its implications. 

LORD, BE PATIENT WITH US. 


January 9 
SEEING | GO CHILDLESS (15:2) 

Ten years had elapsed since Abram had 
arrived in the land. The promise of his 
being made a great nation was becoming 
dim. He was old, and he was lonely. He 
knew that both he and Sarah were ten 
years older, and ten years further from the 
usual age of child-bearing. To all out- 
ward appearances his heir was a servant, 
born in his house, who had become his 
steward. The prospect was not an en- 
couraging one, and Abram spreads it be- 
fore the Lord. How patient the Lord is 
with us! Even when we have the promise 
and are unwilling to wait for its fulfill- 
ment, He is kind to us, and goes along 
with us in our weakness. He is slow to 
chide and swift to bless. And He will 
never hold our dragging footsteps against 
us. 

LORD, THOU ART WONDERFUL 


January 10 
TO ME THOU HAST GIVEN NO SEED 
(15:3) 

As a matter of fact God had given Abra- 
ham seed, seed as the stars of the sky and 
the sands of the sea. The Word of God 
was far more than a birth certificate, but 
Abram had not fully realized it. A promise 
to pay from God is more than money in 
the hand from anyone else. Ten years ago 
our government told us that if we would 
invest three dollars in bonds we would get 
back four in ten years. They didn’t tell us 
that the mounting price spiral would ren- 
der the four dollars worth about $1.98 or 
less. There is no inflation or deflation 
with God’s promises. His Word is His 
bond, and the word bond has the idea of a 
chain. He is bound to fulfill that which 
His Word has spoken. 

LORD, WHAT THOU HAST PROMISED—IS. 


11 
THIS SHALL NOT BE THINE HEIR 
(15:4) 

God did not chide Abram for his lack of 
faith, for He saw that there was some faith, 
and proceeded with the task of feeding 
and cultivating that faith. The verse be- 
gins, “And behold, the Word of the Lord 
came unto him.” It was a word of correc- 
tion, and one that reveals the tender heart 
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of God. Why does a mother tell a child a 
hundred times not to do something bad? 
Simply because ninety-nine times is not 
enough. “Love suffereth long and is kind” 
(1 Cor. 13:4). God’s love is the longest 
suffering and the kindest. The Word of 
the Lord is profitable for . . . correction 
(2 Tim. 3:16), and that was what the 
Lord was now doing to Abram. 

LORD, CORRECT OUR ERRORS. 


January 12 
HE THAT SHALL COME FORTH OUT OF 
THINE OWN BOWELS (15:4) 

God is a God of encouragement. He 
knoweth our frame and remembers that we 
are dust (Psa. 103:14). He knows that we 
live in a world of illusion with senses that 
have been dimmed by sin and which are 
subject to all of the mirages of this world’s 
twisted light. Therefore, He comes to us 
in the hours when we are inclined to faint 
and comforts us with the absolute promise 
of His Word, in terms that cannot be mis- 
interpreted. Job saw God through the 
worms of decomposition and decay (Job 
19:26). Abram now feels God in the tight- 
ening of his own bowels. Since he is the 
father of all who believe (Rom. 4:11), 
and since these things were written for us 
and not for him only (Rom. 4:23), we 
may lay hold of the promise, put it down 
on the ground and stand on it. 

LORD, KEEP ON ENCOURAGING US. 


January 13 
HE BROUGHT HIM FORTH ABROAD 
(15:5) 

Had Abram been living within himself? 
At all events he was away from the light 
and the air and the stars. But God 
brought him forth. God is always at work 
in His children and He expects to bless 
them, therefore He: works to bring them 
into the place where they can see the bless- 
ing before they touch it. Do you have 
walls of dark around you? Are you away 
from the place of blessing because you 
are within a hedge of circumstances? Are 
doors of doubt shut fast upon you? Are 
you locked in the circle of your round of 
life? Ask God to bring you out, even if it 
takes a war, the captivity of your Lot, and 
the abandoning of your property. Then 
you will be able to see the stars, and be- 
yond the stars the promises, and beyond 
the promises God Himself. 

LORD, BREAK DOWN OUR BARRIERS. 


January 14 
LOOK ... AND COUNT THE STARS 
(15:5) 

It was not merely the absence of an heir 
to his fortune that troubled Abram; it 
was the absence of the heir that would 
bring the line of the Messiah. For Abram 
had seen Christ’s day (John 8:56), which 
undoubtedly means that he had had a 
revelation of the whole scheme and scope 
of salvation by Christ's coming to die for 
us; and he had seen the extension of the 
church throughout the Gentile world. He 
was impatient for all this to begin. So 
now God affirms and confirms the prom- 
ise. Do you have eyes to see? Do you have 
a mind to count? You cannot see all that I 


The way to great faith is through great trials 


January 15 
SO SHALL THY SEED BE (15:5) 

God took particular pains to tell Abram 
that his seed would be an innumerable 
company. First he told him that 
would be as the dust of the earth (13:16). 
Here he tells him that they shall be as the 
stars of Heaven (15:5). Later He will tell 
him that they shall be as the sand upon 
the seashore (22:17). I do not believe 
that we can understand all that this means. 
Israel and the Church: certainly. But is 
there here a hint that in the new earth 
there will be a continuation of these chil- 
dren, and that we, the believers, who are 
to judge the earth (1 Cor. 6:2), shall have 
under our eternal control the ever increas- 
ing company of the children of Abram? I, 
for one, believe it. 

LORD, MAY WE CATCH A VISION. OF 
THEE BEYOND THE STARS. 
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AND HE BELIEVED IN THE LORD (15:6) 
This is the first mention of “belief” in 
the Bible. We know that there was faith 
before Abram, for God tells us of the faith 
of Abel and the faith of Enoch and the 
faith of Noah (Heb. 11:4, 5, 7). But now 
God sets it down here. The reason is 
that the faith of Abram is the first full- 
orbed faith that comprehends Christ and 
His day. It must be this or else the state- 
ments that his faith was the same as ours 
(Rom. 4:12, 16) would not be true. Note 
the word in. He did more than believe 
God—that would have been a cold accept- 
ance of a statement of fact. But he be- 
lieved in Him. There was more than a 
mere belief in God’s power; there was 
faith that went through to the Messiah 
and was based on Him. This is why God 
acted as He now states. 
LORD, FIX OUR FAITH ON CHRIST. 
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HE COUNTED IT TO HIM (15:6) 
This is the first mention of justification 
in the Bible. Whether you tranlate it 
counted, or accept one of the other words 
used in various translations, the meaning 
is the same. He imputed it; He reckoned 
it; He credited it. It was all God's doings. 
He is the keeper of the eternal records. He 
is the Judge before whom all cases are 
tried. He is the one who condemns or 
justifies. And these two words—condemn 
and justify—are opposites. No one who is 
condemned has been justified, and no one 
who has been justified can be condemned 
(Rom. 8:1). You are counted as con- 
demned or you are counted as righteous. 
The difference is Jesus Christ, and on 
which side of Him you stand. 
LORD, WE REJOICE THAT WE HAVE BEEN 
COUNTED RIGHTEOUS. 


(Continued on page 40) 








The Catholic Church 
and the C.1.O. 


The following is presented to our readers for documentation 


An Eternity subscriber in Boston 
who is connected with the Massachu- 
setts Bell Telephone Company (Abbre- 
viated by the Roman priest to Ma Bell 
in his writings), informs me that the 
C. I. O. has been taking advantage of 
the Roman Catholic domination of the 
Boston population in order to influ- 
erce the employees of the Telephone 
Company to vote for the C. I. O. 
Union. 


More than ing we could write 
on the subj reproduction of the 
leaflets by the Boston C.I.0. 


will tell the story. 
e we publish almost full size a leaf- 
that was distributed a few months 
ago at the time of the C. I. 0.’s effort 
to organize the Telephone operators. 

A similar leaflet, circulated some 
time later, has the same typographical 
layout. There are also three para- 
graphs by the Catholic Priest, Huge 
Calkins, O.S.M., with the additional 
line in the middle of the page to the 
left of his signature, “To Jesus 
Through Mary.” The first two para- 
graphs are ranting declarations against 

Telephone Company, the first para- 
graph to the effect that the real issue 
is “Paternalism versus Unionism.” 
The paragraph accuses the company 
of being interested in gadgets before 
human needs and tells the employees 
that they can expect to be thrown out 
as soon as new inventions make it pos- 
sible to do so. This despite the fact 
that the expanding economy of the 
U. S. A. uses so much telephone ser- 
vice that even with the invention and 
extension of dial service and all other 
mechanical improvements the number 
of employees of the Bell Telephone sys- 
tem is constantly increasing and is at 
its highest figure ever at the present 
time. 

The third paragraph we reproduce 
in full: “Note Well. . . Ma Bell wants 
to run her affairs her own way, deep- 
ly resents Trade Unionism giving a 
measure of independence to ‘her em- 
ployees. The rank and file workers 
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On the opposite _ 


must not have a conscious voice in 
the terms and conditions of their work. 
Ma Bell is a legal monopoly, exempt 
from anti-trust laws, world’s largest 
single industrial enterprise, worth over 
eleven billion dollars. Though it re- 
wards employees richly for unques- 
tioning loyalty, it never hesitates to 
throw its immense weight against its 
ordinary workers. The company’s rec- 
ord-breaking profits should be shared 
with workers and not used almost en- 
tirely for expansion.” 

We have checked the allegations in 
“Father” Calkins’ ‘statements and find 
that they do not accord with the facts. 
It is another instance of the penetra- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church in- 
to matters that should not concern her 
in order to get more and more con- 
trol over individuals. By posing as 
the friend of the ordinary worker the 
Roman Church is guilty of sowing 
class discord, making the employees 
on the lower level think that they are 


being cheated and are not getting that 
which rightfully belongs to them. If 
the Communists did this same thing, 
the Romanists would be the first to 
declare that their activities were sub- 
versive and un-American. 

Careful attention should be given to 
the design in the drawing that was 
over the statements by this priest in 
the “Sorrowful Mother Novena Notes.” 
The picture shows the cross of Christ 
with the Saviour standing beside it. 
In the center of the picture is the dove 
representing the Holy Spirit. Below 
the dove is a reproduction of St. Peter’s 
Church in Rome. To the right is a 
bearded figure representing the Pa- 
pacy. The pope has on the great 
crown of Roman power. In his right 
hand is the scepter of power while in 
the other hand is the globe of the 
world with the bands of Rome around 
it and the cross over all, symbol of 
Rome’s claim to possess the world. 
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The longest and costliest errand on which a telegraphic messenger was ever sent was in 
1899 when a boy carried a Western Union telegram from Philadelphia to Pretoria, South Africa. 
The message, in which 21,000 school children wished success to Oom Paul Kruger in the Boer 
War, was carried 12,000 miles and cost $2,300.00. 

You are called upon to carry a mesage that tells of a success that was bought and paid 


for on Calvary with a far greater price. You are to take the message to every creature, and 
if you can't go yourself, you must, in obedience, pay for its taking by those who are able to go. 
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THESE AREN’T OUR WORDS — THEY’RE THE WORDS OF A PROMINENT BOSTON CLERGYMAN. 
FATHER HUGH CALKINS, 0O.S.M. SAID THEM. THEY WERE PRINTED AS SHOWN BELOW IN 


SORROWFUL MOTHER NOVENA NOTES. Published in Boston by the Servite Fathers — 
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OUR THANKS TO YOU, FATHER CALKINS, FOR THIS THOUGHTMUL MESSAGE — YES, WE ARE 
WORKING TO IMPROVE WORKING CONDITIONS AND WAGES. WE ALWAYS WILL. 





73 TREMONT STREET [Room 525] CApitol 7-1459 —- BOSTON 8, MASS. 
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Facsimile of circular distributed by Boston C.1.0. 
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The Exceeding Greatness 
of His Power 


By RALPH L. KEIPER 


Since the advent of the atom bomb 
the world has become power conscious. 
Writers have vividly described what 
‘the power of the atom can undo in 
battle and what it might do in peace. 
Nations live in fear lest they be sent to 
eternity atomically and unprepared. 
Scientists, playing with possibilities, 
tell us of far greater power which 
might be harnessed for good or for 
evil. 

Be that as it may, Paul, in our study 
before us (Eph. 2:1-10), shows us the 
greatest power of the universe, a 
power which is not a possibility, but 
a faci; a power which has been demon- 
strated to be workable; a power which 
is available to every believing child of 
God. It is the power about which he 
prayed when he said, speaking of be- 
lievers, “. . . that ye may know... 
what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us who believe, according 
to the energy of the might of His 
strength. . .” Eph. 1:19 

You will recall that this verse forms 
a part of the prayer which we studied 
in December. One of the ways in 
which we are to come to know our 
blessed Lord is by means of 
the “exceeding greatness of 
His power” (1:19). Three 
terms are used in this 
verse which described the 
greatness of God’s power. 
The first word, “power,” 
is from the Greek word 
dunamis, from which we 
have “dynamite.” This 
word has to do with “being 
able to do,” that which en- 
ables one to carry out a 
project. The quality of this 
power is three-fold; it is 
God’s power as shown by 
the adjective “His”; it is 
a great power; and it is ex- 
ceedingly great, the Greek 
word used being huperbal- 
lon, from which we get the 


24 The Word makes the way of salvation plainer than we can 


rhetorical figure of speech “hyperbole,” 
an exaggeration not meant to deceive, 
but enforce a statement. What is the 
measure of this “hyperbolic ability”? 
We read, “according to the might of 
His strength.” The word “might,” St. 
Jerome translates as potentiae, from 
which we have such words as “poten- 
tial” and “potent.” The Greek word 
kratos, is the word from which we get 
“democrat, plutocrat, aristocrat,” etc., 
and which emphasizes the force, power, 
rule, sway, of a person. “Strength,” 
the third word, is from the Latin 
virtutis, “virtue”; the Greek ischus, 
has to do with a force and strength in 
full development, in a military sense, 
applied to a force of soldiers. Putting 
this all together, we have. “. . .And 
the inexhaustible, incomparable su- 
pereminent (Latin), greatness of His 
ability . . . according to the sway of 
His total strength. . .” Now that we 
see the nature of this total power, 
where is its theater of operation? 
Where is it to be displayed? Wonder 
of wonders! Not alone in the universe 
BUT in the human heart—your heart 
and mine. 

We continue to read in 1:19 “unto 





” 


us who believe. . .” The power of 
Deity—of the Godhead—is to operate 
in our hearts. You will notice Paul 
goes on to say that this same power 
God set into activity when He raised 
Christ from the dead. The glory of it 
is that we share with Christ the ex- 
perience of resurrected life—spiritual 
life from spiritual death, looking for- 
ward to the moment when we shall be 
released from physical death. Ephe- 
sians 2:1-10 tells us the need for 
(1-3), the nature of (4-7), and the 
possibilitities (8-10) of the “exceed- 
ing greatness of His power toward us 
in Christ Jesus.” 

Do we have need of such power? 
Indeed we do! The apostle gives three 
reasons showing our need of this 
unique power. We learn that “we are 
dead,” that “we are children of stub- 
borness,” and that “we are children of 
wrath.” What power could help us 
but “the exceeding greatness of His 
power?” We read: “And you, being 
dead in trespasses and sins. ..” Note 
very carefully what Paul is saying. He 
does not say, “you were alive and be- 
came dead,” but he does say, “you 
being dead.” Men never become lost. 
They are born lost. They 
are lost in conception. “Be- 
hold, I was shapen in in- 
iquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.” Psa. 
51:5. Someone says, “How 
ridiculous! Do you mean 
to say I was born a sin- 
ner? Do you mean to say 
that a sweet, innocent babe, 
is tarnished with sin?” 
“Yes, most definitely I 
do!” “‘What is your 
Proof?” you ask. “The 
proof that Paul sets forth,” 
I reply. “We being dead 
in sins. . .” The term sin 
means “to miss the mark.” 
We were conceived and 
born at a tangent, and have 
been missing the mark 
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ever since. Thus the word “trespasses.” 
In the Greek it has the idea to “fall at 
the side,” “to stagger,” “not being able 
to walk the straight and narrow.” The 
reason is that we, as sinners, were 
born “out of line”—out of line to His 
glory. “For all have missed the mark 
and come short of the glory of God.” 
—(Rom. 3:23). How difficult do you 
find it to teach a young child to be 
bad? How easy do you find it to 
teach a child to be good? It is the 
most natural thing to be bad—it is 
the most unnatural thing to be good. 
We, apart from Christ, “are children 
of stubborness.” 

Not only are we sinners by nature, 
and trespassers in conduct, but we are 
dead toward God. Sin separates us 
from Him. We do not respond to Him 
We totally ignore Him. It is obvious 
that Paul, here, is speaking of spiritual 
death for, physically, we are very 
much alive as can be seen in the next 
verse. We are alive to stubborness, 
for “. . .ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the 
ruler of the authority of the air, ac- 
cording to the Spirit which activates 
the sons of stubborness” (Eph. 2:2). 

Though dead to God, we are alive 
to the world and the Devil who is the 
spirit of disobedience and the ruler of 
the privileges of the air. 

The Greek word for “walk” is peri- 
pate, and means “to walk around.” As 
a model who displays a dress, walking 
around that it may be seen from all 
angles. As sinners we walked in sins 
to good disadvantage. How did we 
walk? We walked “according to the 
age of the world, this world.” We 
followed the crowd. We did what the 
“rage” dictated. We were “one of the 
gang.” Why? Who knows! We 
knew we were sinners, but we did not 
know that we were slaves of “the ruler 
of the privileges of the air,” and that 
“we were energized by the spirit who 
works in the children of stubborness.” 
Though free from God we were the 
slaves of Satan, led around by the 
nose from without, worked upon from 
within by the spirit of disobedience. 
But you say, A slave! Was I a slave? 
I did not know it! Of course you 
did not. For the work of Satan is to 
provide the sinner a “heavenly” way 
to go to Hell. “. . .We all had our con- 
versation in times past, in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the 





Mr. Keiper, former pastor of the Green- 
ville Heights Baptist Church, Jersey City, 
N. J., is now Professor of Greek at the Bible 
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rest” (Eph. 2:3). Does not man con- 
sider it heavenly when he can have his 
own way? Is it not true, believer, that 
when you cannot have your carnal 
way, things appear rather unheavenly ? 
The world sings— 

Oh, what a beautiful morning, 

Oh, what a wonderful day; 

Oh, what a wonderful feeling, 

Everything’s going My Way. 
The Greek actually translates “fulfill- 
ing the desires,” as “doing continuous- 
ly the will of the flesh...” Paul does 
not refer to mere sensuousness and 
debauchery, but rather to the finesse 
of culture, living life at its best— 
apart from God., Men were not only 
slaves to Satan, they were victims of 
their own captivity—the self must be 
served. As a result, they were not 
only children of stubborness, but chil- 
dren of wrath. God may be ignored, 
rejected, rebelled against, but there 
shall come a day when His wrath shall 
be made manifest, and the children of 
the same shall come into their own. 

It is to be noted that the last clause 

of our verse reads, “and were children 
by nature of wrath, even as the rest” 
(Eph. 2:3). It is not that the lost 
are to become “children of wrath,” 
but rather, “they are now, at this time, 
children of wrath.” In God’s sight 
they are as good as judged, but in His 


grace the action is delayed. Now, un- - 


fortunately, the English text follows 
that of the Latin so we miss a nugget 
of grace. In the Greek, however, there 
are two terms which suggest an in- 
teresting truth. We have “children of 
stubbornness” in verse 2, and “chil- 
dren of wrath” in verse 3. The word 
children in verse 2 comes from huios, 
meaning a son, having the character- 
istics and habits of another. One who 
plays in the style of Rubenstein we 
may refer to as a son of Rubenstein, 
or refer to “a son of Mozart” mean- 
ing one who composes in Mozart’s 
manner. Thus as to our stubbornness 
and disobedience we manifest the 
characteristics that we are “sons of 
the devil himself.” This recalls to us 
the words of our Divine Lord, “Ye are 
of your father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speaketh 
a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he 
is a liar and the father of it” (John 
8:44). Thus the term in verse 2 sets 
forth our conduct, acting as sons of 
Satan through his spirit. The term in 
verse 3 is teknon meaning a born one, 
a child. “Children of wrath” sets 
forth the fact that we are “born ones 
of His anger.” Men are born lost. 


We can now see the need for the 
“exceeding greatness of His power to 
usward.” Without Christ we are dead 
in trespasses and sins; we are sons of 
stubbornness, enslaved by Satan him- 
self; we are deceived by self-will, ful- 
filling the desires of the flesh and 
mind. If the story ended with verse 
3 it would be most tragic. As we 
turn to verse 4, the little word “but” 
tells us that instead of tragedy we have 
a remedy. “But God who is rich in 
mercy, on account of His great love 
which loved us.” 

What is it that makes the love of 
God so great? Did He love us when 
we accepted Him? Did He show us 
mercy when we acknowledged we were 
in need of it? On the contrary, the 
love of God is great in that we were 
loved when we were yet dead in sins, 
children of stubbornness, children of 
wrath. “But God commendeth His 
love toward us, in that, while we were 
ie — Christ died for us” (Rom. 

8). 

How is the greatness of this love 
proven? God did three things for us 
to prove His love. He quickened us, 
He raised us up, and He seated us in 
the heavenlies. “And we being dead 
through trespasses, He made to live 
together in Christ, by grace are ye 
saved.” 

Life is exactly what we needed. 
Slain by sin we needed to be quick- 
ened. By virtue of the risen Lord we 
have risen life, for it is “in Christ” 
that this is made possible. Forgive- 
ness left the body a corpse, merely 
removing the bullets of sin that slew 
us. We needed life. This is provided 
in the power of the risen Lord. Here 
we have the essence of our eternal 
security. Suppose a pedestrian walk- 
ing down the streets of Chicago were 
shot down by gangster bullets. His 
body is received in the emergency 
ward of the city hospital, surgeons 
apply their skill to the slain body. The 
bullets are to be removed from the 
cadaver. It would be a miracle if the 
doctors then could have the power to 
give new life to the slain one. But the 
miracle would be utterly ruined if the 
man, restored to life, would need to 
leave the hospital only to return to the 
city streets and be killed again. 

In the life of the believer this very 
miracle has been performed. We have 
been made to “live again.” But this 
is not all. Verse 6 goes on to say, 
“and raised up together. . .” It is 
as though our pedestrian, being re- 
vived from his slain state, were not 
only discharged from the hospital, but 
had been removed from Chicago to a 
city where bullets could not touch 
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Reprinted from Collier’s 


The world may begin its New Year with a hangover, but the believer who 
has been to a night-watch prayer meeting has a joy and a refreshment that 
makes that day the first of 365 new days with the Lord for the coming year. 





him. We are not only quickened, but 
we have been removed from the place 
where sin can harm us, let alone slay 
us again. For it is written, “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, and not on 
things on the earth. For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:1-3). 

We are ascended in Christ. And in 
our ascension we are secure. He is 
our Shelter against the bombs of sin. 
He is our insulation. We are hid in 
Christ in God. 

But not only have we been quick- 
ened, not only have we been raised, 
but we have been made to sit together 
in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. We 
are “in the heavenlies with Christ,” the 
place of power, the place of fellowship 
with our blessed Lord. “Sit together 
has within it the idea of deliberation, 
of talking things over. We, as re- 
deemed ones, quickened by the Father, 
are raised that we might enjoy fellow- 
= with the Son. What the Lord 
said to the disciples on earth is so 
much more true of us now. “Hence- 
forth I call you not servants, for the 
servant knoweth not what His Lord 
doeth; but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have of my 
Father, I have made known unto you” 
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(John 15:15). In the place of fellow- 
ship with our risen Lord we need 
never be ignorant of His will. He will 
make all things known to us. Indeed, 
we are not merely His friends, we are 
His brethren. 

We come now to one of the great 
verses of the Bible. Why were we 
saved? To goto heaven? To escape 
hell? To have our sins forgiven? to 
each question we answer yes. But 
why did God want to save us? The 
answer is to be found here. “That He 
might show in the ages to come, one 
upon another, unsurpassable riches of 
His grace, in His kindness upon us in 
Christ Jesus. . .” As age piles upon 
age, God’s desire is to be kind to us. 
His kindness is to be measured by His 
exceeding riches. The reason for His 
kindness towards us is Christ Jesus. 
He Himself is the sponsor of His kind- 
ness. He will personally indicate His 
kindness to us. How wonderful this 
is when we realize that when we ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour, we are at sal- 
vation’s beginning not its end. It is 
not what we have been saved from 
but what we have been saved to that 
brings joy to the heart of the re- 
deemed. No matter what our state, if 
we be in Christ we may have the daily 
experience of God’s kindness being 
shown to us by God Himself. Truly 
in “Operation Heaven,” Heaven is 
brought to our souls. 


In the following verses, 8 and 9, 
Paul reminds the believers that it is 
not by their merits or works that they 
have gained this wonderful privilege. 
It has been by the power of God alone. 
By the “exceeding greatness of His 
power.” Not of works for then men 
would boast. Salvation, including the 
grace and the faith, is from God alone. 

“For His workmanship we are, hav- 
ing been created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which works did God 
before prepare that in them we should 
walk around.” In the Greek, Paul em- 
phasizes the fact that we are God’s 
work. He has done it by sovereign 
grace. The power that raised Christ 
from the tomb, raised us from eternal 
death. The power that raised Christ 
to the Father’s right hand, has lifted 
us to the heavenlies. The power that 
is our risen Lord’s is shared with us 
as we are seated and privileged to de- 
liberate with Him. The “exceeding 
greatness of His power” has made it 
possible for us to know “the exceeding 
greatness of His kindness.” Thus we 
can see why Paul places God in the 
place of pre-eminence for we are “His 
workmanship.” His workmanship— 
His masterpiece—His poem—His ac- 
complishment! God has done wonder- 
ful things and will continue to do 
wonderful things. The greatest thing 
God will ever do, however, is to re- 
deem a soul from eternal death—a 
soul ruined by sin—and provide it 
with eternal life, with the ability to 
become like Jesus Christ. 

How may we become like Christ? By 
walking in the prepared works which 
He has programmed for us. We are 
not saved by works, but upon our 
being saved, there are works in which 
we are to walk—not our works, but 
His planned works. As to the works, 
in the word “prepared” we have the 
idea that every detail as to their prepa- 
ration has been cared for: both the 
content of the works and the ability 
to carry them out. 

As God’s masterpiece, we ought to 
be walking in these prepared works. 
“To walk” in the Greek is to circle 
around, thus wherever we turn, people 
shall see us to advantage, walking in 
the will of the Lord. ; 

Does your life show you to be God’s 
masterpiece? You are! Do not be a 
third class steward of such first class 
work. See His age working in 

ife. Exercise your 

privileges as the quickened, the raised, 

the seated ones with Christ. Live as 

His —o by walking in the 
wo 
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Py Window on the Whrld 


Straws show which way the wind blows. Three 
or four writers in different papers have flown a 
trial balloon recently concerning Spellman and the 
papacy. The pope is getting to be an old man, 
and there are those who speak of Spellman as his 
successor although every pope for four hundred 
years has been an Italian. The following is from 
a columnist in the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“Signs are increasing, according to an article in 
the current issue of the Catholic World, that the 
next Roman pontiff will be a native American. 
And there is strong probability that in case of an 
emergency the papal office will be transferred tem- 
porarily to the United States. 

“These possibilities are under consideration, ac- 
cording to A. R. Pinci, author of ‘Shall We Have 
an American Pope?’ in the event that Communism 
overruns Italy and the Kremlin attempts to set up 
a puppet anti-pope. ! 

“Election of an American to the papacy would 
be a world-shaking coup,’ says the writer, ‘one that 
Moscow will do anything to prevent.’ 

“*An American pope would become nominal 
leader of Christians of all denominations, joined 
by millions of other religionists in a crusade, or 
Holy War. ...’” 

The papacy will lead us by the nose if we will 
let it. 


President Truman sent a letter to the Bap- 
tist Congress, meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
mid-July, urging a ious revival, and a 
rededication of the nation to the “unchang- 
ing truths” of the Christian faith. In the 
same week, on the occasion of a visit to the 
White House by Billy Graham who suggested 
proclamation of a national Day of Prayer 
and Revival, the President refused. In the 
light of his refusal to act, his letter must be 
considered as the mere mouthing of a public 
official who will write anything to anybody, 
providing the group is important enough in 
votes to rate a special letter from the Presi- 
dent. 


The Editor has just completed his autumn series 
of Bible Conferences with great blessing to himself 
in the giving forth of the Word, and with large 
attendances at the various i Beside the 
regular Sunday work in the church at Philadelphia, 
the Editor spoke each Monday evening in St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church in New York City, on Tuesdays 
in Washington, D. C., in the First Church of the 
Brethren; Wednesdays in Baltimore in the North- 
minster Presbyterian Church; Thursdays in York, 
Pa., in St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, and Friday 
in Lancaster in the Y.M.C.A. auditorium. Approxi- 
mately six thousand people each week attended 
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these classes. One week was taken out in October 
for a fine meeting with Dr. Wade Bryant in the 
great First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Va. Dr. 
Bryant is doing a splendid work in Roanoke, and 
by the Friday there were about 1800 people in the 
evening meetings and about half that many for 
noonday meetings. With the beginning of the 
winter months the Editor goes South and West, 
driving on Saturdays and preaching from Sunday 
to Friday in different cities, twice each day. 

Beginning January 7th he will be in Birmingham, 
Ala., on the 14th in Memphis with Dr. Robert G. 
Lee, president of the Southern Baptist Convention 
for the Sunday and evening meetings and in the 
City Mission downtown for noonday meetings. 
Following this there will be a union meeting in 
Morrilton, Arkansas, then single meetings in vari- 
ous places while driving to the Coast. Then in 
February and in the beginning of March in Cali- 
fornia and on the return journey, four days in 
Pueblo, Colo., from Palm Sunday through Wed- 
nesday, in union meetings. He will be back in his 
own pulpit on Easter. He will be delighted to 
greet Erernity subscribers in any of these meet- 
ings. 


We have received from one of our sub- 
scribers a copy of the church calendar of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Mich- 
igan. It contains on two ‘fferent pages, the 
announcement of the meeting of the young 
people in the church to hear a lecture by a 
Roman Catholic priest on “Basic Beliefs in 
Roman Catholicism,” and on the other page, 
the announcement “A Reformation Day 
ee Shades of Martin Luther and John 

vin. 


The Supreme Court of the State of Mississippi 
has ruled in the case that has been in litigation for 
some time that Roman Catholics could participate 
in a construction pro of $1,350,000 for a 
hospital in Vicksburg, Mississippi. The verdict of 
the court included a statement by the majority (it 
was a 4 to 2 decision) that the state should really 
be congratulated as they would “reap a harvest of 
public welfare and service for twenty years.” As a 
matter of fact, they are going to rea whirlwind. 
They give the entering wedge to Rome and they 
will find themselves dominated even in Southern 
Baptist Mississippi before too many years. 

Our informant tells us that the Catholics ran 
this case to the Supreme Court from the only 
Catholic town in the state, old Vicksburg, but that 
behind it was the desire to set up a precedent so 
that they might go to state funds for a million dol- 
lars for a hospital in Jackson, a predominately 
Protestant town. The Catholics have opened head- 
quarters in Jackson, Mississippi, and are spending 
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money “in a big way” to obtain prop- 
er backing. State headquarters of the 
church has been moved from Natchez 
to Jackson. Many schools are being 
established for Negroes and other pro- 
selytizing works are continuing in full 
effort. 


An interesting idea in tract 
evangelism has been originated 
by Edwin C. —= 2405 a 
Street, N. E., Washington, D. 
Mr. Hunton has ee match books 

repared with pture texts at- 
Senaibenly printed in_ colors. 
Christians give these to gas sta- 
tions to hand out and the smoker 
who receives one of these match 
books will not throw it away till 
the last match is used. Sample 
carton of 25 for 25 cents; 100 for 
$100; case of 2500 for $15.00, 
and express prepaid on four-case 
lots. ‘There have been cases of 
spiritual interest aroused through 
use of these match books. 
They have been very effective in 
veteran’s hospitals. Mr. Hutton 
carries on this work without any 
profit whatsoever. 


A subscriber in Wisconsin has sent 
us clippings in reference to the sup- 
ar “visions” of a farm wife at 

ecedah, Wisconsin, and has asked us 
to explain how such things take place. 

The method by which such visions 
are induced by the priests are the fol- 
lowing: They know that there are some 
people who are extremely susceptible 
to suggestion. There are for example, 
medical cases on record which show 
that it is possible for certain types 
of people to produce physical phenom- 
ena upon suggestion. For example, 
doctors have rubbed ice on one part 
of a person’s anatomy and stated 
while doing it that blisters would prob- 
ably come out on another portion of 
the body. After a short while the 
blisters appeared. This is the meth- 
od of explaining such things as the 
stigmata or scars in the place of the 
wounds of the cross that occur in some 
people. 

A priest can find such a person and 
test him out over a certain period and 
then plant ideas in his minds. At the 
proper moment the person will pro- 
duce that which the priest desires him 
to bring forth and every organ of pub- 
licity will be used to whip up the 
crowd, 

‘ The sorry thing is that the news- 
XS pa lend themselves to aid in the 
licity. I have before me the Capi- 
*»,' tal Times, one of the main newspapers 

of Madison, Wisconsin, dated Satur- 


*, a) 


Me 


day, October 7th, 1950. Newspaper- 
men tell of going to Necedah for “the 
seventh and final message from the 
Virgin Mary.” They even put in great 
headlines that “Priest Says Sun 
Whirled.” The actual statement in 
the newspaper is the following: “The 
riest, who refused to permit use of 
is name, told reporters: ‘I saw it (the 
sun) whirl clockwise and it also 
jumped.’ Several women among the 
thousands jamming this village also 
said they saw the sun whirl. News- 
men saw nothing.” 

We are willing to venture that the 
Roman Catholic Church is going to 
build a shrine in Wisconsin to the 
Virgin of Fatima at the place where 
this woman is sup to have seen 
the visions. The whole farce will con- 
tinue in the usual way, according to 
the pattern that has been worked out 
in many countries through the past 
few centuries. Do not be afraid to 
say that it is Satanic. 


The December issue of Liberty 
carries a most thought-provoking 
article under the title “Will the 
Pope Move the Vatican to Ameri- 
ca?” The article is written to de- 
scribe what would happen if the 
Communists invaded Italy. The 
article is by Alfred Tyrnauer, one 
of the editors of the International 
News Service. He points out that 
the first world war brought to 
America economic supremacy. 
The second world war transferred 
the political center of gravity to 
the U. S. The third world war is 
likely to bring us, among other 
things, the Vatican. There are 
some suggestions in the article 
that are so interesting that we 
shall probably refer them in a 
later issue when we shall have 
more space. 


The publication by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society of a new trans- 
lation of the Bible in the Swahili 
tongue—the Lingua Franca of Cen- 
tral East Africa, which grew up with 
the slave trade and is a mixture of 
Bantu and Arabic—is of far-reaching 
significance. Just as the Authorized 
Version of the Bible has impregnated 
the thought and literature of Eng- 
lish speaking peoples since the six- 
teenth century, so this book will in- 
evitably mold the minds of millions, 
from the coast half way across the 
vast continent to the Congo River. It 
will be understandable by all, for this 
new Bible is a “Union Version” 
uniting the various dialects of those 
regions and standardizing speech. 


Two distinguished missionary schol- 
ars, Canon A. B. Hellier and Canon H. 
J. Butcher, with a representative com- 
mittee, have given ten years to the 

The first edition of 50,000 
copies has already been distributed 
and a fresh edition is now in hand. 


In the Book of Acts we read 
that when there was a persecution 
in Jerusalem the disciples were 
scattered abroad and went every- 
where preaching the Word. News 
has now come from the island 
of Formosa that the persecutions 
and warfare on the continent have 
caused thousands of Chinese to 
evacuate to the island of For- 
mosa. Among the company are 
many Christians. These exiles do 
not forget their calling as Chris- 
tians, and a vital evangelistic 
movement is under way. The 
people have nothing but the 
Bible, but the Holy Spirit who 
is the Author of the Book is also 
its own interpreter, and there is 
a spiritual movement under way 
in that island. 


A letter to the editor of the New 
York Times published in that news- 
paper gives a very interesting testi- 
mony as to the reality of Roman 
Catholic belief on a very important 
matter. The Times published an edi- 
torial on “Religion in Hungary” and 
the correspondent answered the Times 
saying that there was an ambiguous 
remark “which in the interest of bet- 
ter understanding between Catholic 
and non-Catholic Americans, it might 
be desirable to clear up” after discus- 
sing the supposed ambiguity which 
had to do with the relationship of 
Catholics in Hungary to the other 
side of the Iron Curtain, the corre- 
spondent concluded the letter as fol- 
lows: “I have received the impression 
that many non-Catholics in this coun- 
try have the idea that the relationship 
between the pope and believers is 
merely an administrative one. On 
the contrary, it is an essential part of 
Catholic faith, the pope being not only 
the corner stone of the church, but the 
continuing source of revelation and 
interpretation on whom the church re- 
lies for its preservation from error. 
Without his direction Catholics could 
have no secure confidence in their 
hold upon the truth.” 

Here is a frank statement of blas- 
phemy. The Holy Spirit has been 
removed and the pope has been put 
in His place. There never could be 
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LESSONS 


BY DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


JANUARY 7, 1951 


Jesus Begins His Ministry 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 1:9-20 


Golden Text: “Jesus said to them, ‘Fol- 
low Me, and I will make you become 
fishers of men’.” (Mk. 1:17, R.S.V.) 


Four Gospels 
One Person 
King 
Servant 
Man 
God 


The Gospel as written by Mark is 
the shortest, and may be the earliest, 
of the four. We may at once ask, 
“Why four Gospels?”. Perhaps the 
best answer would be by way of an 
illustration. When publishers of un- 
abridged dictionaries and encyclope- 
dias prepare the plates illustrating 
various species of flowers or birds in 
color, it is necessary to make at least 
four different “impressions,” repre- 
senting the major colors. 


One Picture 


On the foundation consisting of the 
black areas might be placed the reds 
with the second impression, then the 
blues, and finally the yellows, which, 
where superimposed upon the blue, 
would produce the greens. When, 
after the four impressions one views 
the finished picture, there is a unity 
of blended colors, which usually does 
not call for a detailed inspection of 
the different colors, for it is the final 
and total impression of a beautiful 
picture in which the printer artist is 
interested. 

So we may read the whole of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, followed by that of 
Mark, then by that of Luke, and fin- 
ally by John’s unique presentation of 
Jesus, the result of which will be a 
totality of impression which will give 
us the fully rounded picture of the 
person of Jesus, as we shall always 





Dr. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor of English 
Bible at Muhlenberg College, is engaged in 
full time Bible conference work. 


January 1951 


thereafter know Him and think of 
Him. 

Generally speaking, the average man 
knows the story of the Prodigal Son, 
and also of the Good Samaritan, but 
not every one concerns himself with 
the fact that only Luke’s Gospel re- 
cords them. Why, on the other hand, 
is the account of the feeding of the 
five thousand given by the writers of 
the four Gospels? Matthew gives us 
the full text of the charter of the King- 
dom (the so-called Sermon on the 
Mount), but Mark alone tells us that 
Jesus ordered His disciples to “come 
apart and rest awhile,” for if they did 
not, as some one remarked, they might 
“come apart.” 

The explanation for all this may 
well lie in the purpose the Evangelists 
had in writing their respective Gos- 
pels. There are four interesting phrases 
in the Old Testament which may help 
us to appreciate this. In Zechariah 
9:9 we find this one: “Behold thy 
King.” Turning to Isaiah 42:1, we 
read this: “Behold. My Servant.” 
Again, in Zechariah 6:12, we are asked 
to “Behold, the man,” and, in the 
fourth place to hear the invitation: 
“Behold your God.” 


Key Words 


Place these four “Beholds” over the 
four respective Gospels, and we shall 
find in each case the key word to that 
particular Gospel: Matthew, the Gos- 
pel of the King and His kingdom; 
Mark, the Gospel of God’s faithful 
Servant; Luke, that of the Son of man, 
and John, that of the Son of God. 

The faces of the four beasts (living 
creatures) of Revelation 4:7 are some- 
times thought of as symbolically repre- 
senting the four Gospels: the lion 
(king of beasts) symbolizing Jesus 
as King (the lion of the tribe of 
Judah); the calf (in Ezek. 1:10 it is 
the ox, the burden bearer) typifying 
Jesus as the Servant; the face of a 
man naturally indicating Jesus as the 
Son of man; and the eagle, pointing 
to the greatest heights, to the deity 
of Jesus as the Son of God. 


If we had the time, we could from 
these symbols determine the reasons 
why the respective Gospels include or 
exclude any particular episode in the 
ministry of Jesus, because either rele- 
vant or irrelevant to the argument of 
the book. 

The first three Gospels are usually 
included under the term “synoptic,” 
a Greek word meaning to “view to- 
gether,” for the three writers describe 
the ministry of Jesus after somewhat 
the same pattern, quite in contrast 
with John, who records a number of 
Jesus’ discourses, not even alluded to 
in the synoptic Gospels. 

In view of what we have been say- 
ing, it will be more than helpful and 
interesting to note how each of the 
Gospel writers begins his “evange” 
(the Greek word for Gospel). 


Genealogy 


Matthew, in presenting the portrait 
of Jesus as King, links Him up with 
the promises of the Old Testament 
given to Israel through the prophets. 
It is for this reason that we find the 
oft-repeated statement of purpose: 
“That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet” (1:22; 2:5, 
17,23). Matthew, in his first chapter, 
gives us the genealogy of Jesus, begin- 
ning with Abraham, and tracing it 
through two thousand years of his- 
tory by way of “David the King,” 
mentioned thus in 1:6, two times and 
thereby stressing the royal descent of 
Jesus. 


Luke is the other Gospel writer who 
gives us a genealogy of Jesus, begin- 
ning with Jesus, and tracing it back to 
Adam, beginning at 3:23, by way also 
of David, verse 31, and Abraham, 
verse 34. Notice that in Matthew’s 
genealogy the line runs through Solo- 
mon, in Luke’s through Nathan, both 
the sons of David. 

As Luke relates Jesus to Adam, he 
brings Him into relation with the race, 
and thus deals with Him as the Son 
of man. We might say, therefore, that 
as Matthew’s Gospel was written more 
particularly for the Jews, Luke is 
writing for the Gentiles, that is, for 
the human race as a whole. 

John’s Gospel is sometimes spoken 
of as the spiritual Gospel because of 
the heights and depths of spiritual 
truths contained in the discourses men- 
tioned above. John, in a sense, also 
gives us a genealogy of Jesus, but not 
as to His humanity; he takes us back 
into eternity, when, as the pre-existent 
Christ, He was in the bosom of the 
Father, In the fulness of time He 
came forth out of the “days of eter- 
nity” (Mic. 5:2), the Word made 
flesh, dwelling among us, full of grace 








and truth. Remember that the phrase 
“in the beginning” at John 1:1 takes 
us back much farther than the same 
words in Genesis 1:1, for “He was” 
before all creation. 

Mark is planning to tell us about 
Jesus as a faithful servant, writing, 
we may safely say, particularly for the 
Romans, a people who always liked to 
see a man, who had a commission to 
perform, getting it done. The pedi- 
gree of a servant is not important; 
the important thing is, can he, and is 
he willing to, do the work assigned 
him! Mark therefore has no word 
for us concerning the birth or child- 
hood of Jesus. 

Whatever the differences as to the 
contents of the four Gospels, John, 
in 20:31 gives us not only = yor 

urpose in writing his Gospel, but 
ot of the other three as well, when 
he says that he had written his account 
that men might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that, 
believing, they might have life through 
His name. 


Sources 


Remembering that, as in the case of 
Luke, Mark was not one of the Twelve, 
as Matthew and John were, we might 
wonder where and how he got the in- 
formation and the facts which he re- 
cords. The answer to this question is 
found in the writings of a number of 
the Church Fathers, who state that he 
received his material from Peter with 
whom he was closely associated. He 
may have been a convert of his, as we 
may infer from 1 Peter 5:13, where 
he speaks of Marcus my son, evidently 
in the same sense as Paul speaks of 
Timothy as his son, that is, his spirit- 
ual son. ; 

Mark (Marcus is the Latin form of 
his name) is mentioned in Acts upon 
several occasions, sometimes by his 
full name John Mark, John being his 
Hebrew name. Mary was his mother’s 
name, likely a woman of some means, 
for she seems to have had a substantial 
Ben in Jerusalem (see Acts 12: 
12). 

The opening verse of Mark’s Gospel 
speaks of the beginning of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as 
he finds its roots in the writings of the 
prophets Malachi (3:1) and Isaiah, 
quoting them in verses 2 and 3: “Be- 
hold, I send My messenger before Thy 
face, which shall prepare Thy way be- 
fore Thee. The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make His paths straight.” 

This messenger was John the Bap- 
tist, who was baptizing in the wilder- 
ness, and preaching the baptism of re- 
pentance for the remission of sins. 


30 


And there went out unto him all the 
land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, 
and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 

One should remember in reading 
these lines that the voice of no prophet 
had been heard in Jewry since the 
time of Malachi four hundred years 
earlier. John’s preaching caused a 
sensation, no doubt. Many became 
attached to him as disciples, from 
among whom Jesus gained His first 
followers. The ministry of John, as 
the forerunner of Jesus, was to pre- 
pare the hearts of men for this transi- 
tion. 

He may have attracted many be- 
cause of his austere life, for he was 
clothed with camels’ hair, and with a 
girdle of skin about his loins; and he 
ate locusts (a species of grasshopper) 
and wild honey. 

His message pointed to the coming 
of One mightier than himself as. his 
successor, the latchet of whose shoes 
he declared himself unworthy to stoop 
down to unloose. For, said he, “I 
indeed have baptized you with water; 
but He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost.” 

This is the whole of Mark’s “intro- 
duction” to the ministry of Jesus, who 
in those days came from Nazareth, 
His home town in Galilee, to be bap- 
tized of John in the Jordan. At the 
very beginning of His ministry, we 
may think of Him as by this act will- 
ing to be numbered amongst the trans- 
gressors, though Himself without sin, 
that He might redeem us. 

“Straightway” in v. 10, marks the 
rapid action of Jesus, the servant. The 
Greek adverb thus translated occurs 
frequently in Mark’s account of Jesus’ 
ministry, translated also by the Eng- 
lish adverbs “immediately” (v. 12), 
“forthwith” (2:29), and “anon” (2: 
30). This servant has little “time 
off,” as He seeks to do the works of 
Him who had sent Him. 


Coming up out of the baptismal 
waters, He saw the Heavens opened, 
giving Him a glimpse of His home, 
and saw the Spirit like a dove descend- 
ing upon Him. And then there came 
a voice from Heaven saying, “Thou 
art My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased,” a seal, as it were, placed 
upon the thirty years of His obedient 


life in Nazareth. 


The Temptation 


In verse 12 it is the Spirit which 
drove Him into the wilderness, per- 
haps with the definite purpose of meet- 
ing Satan who had done so much mis- 
chief in a garden long centuries be- 
fore, for the “last Adam” wishes to 
regain the Paradise lost by the “first 


Adam.” He was there in the wilder- 
ness forty days, tempted of Satan; and 
was with the wild beasts. Evidently 
“the serpent” of Genesis 3:1 was 
there, but the angels ministered unto 
Him. 

John’s ministry came to an end with 
his arrest and martyrdom. Jesus then 
left Jerusalem to continue the work of 
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God, saying, in the words of John: 
“The time is fulfilled, and the King- 
dom of God is at hand; repent ye, and 
believe the Gospel.” 

Jesus, as servant, must have other 
servants to continue the work. He 
therefore chooses men for this purpose 
from among humble but busy fisher- 
folk. Along the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee He finds Simon (Peter) and 
Andrew casting a net into the waters. 
What if they should some day be cast- 
ing out the Gospel net to catch men 
unto Life! 

He calls them to follow Him, prom- 
ising to make them “fishers of men,” 
our Golden Text. A little farther along 
the shore He finds two more brothers, 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
willingly leave their nets to follow 
Him. What a humble beginning for 


the noblest mission on earth. 
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A Day of Activity 
LESSON TEXT: a 1:21-22, 29- 


Golden Text: “Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the Gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and every infirmity”? (Mt. 9:35) 

Praying 

Teaching 

Preaching 

Healing 


In order to learn what a busy day 
it was, this “Day of Activity” of our 
lesson topic, one should read the whole 
passage assigned for our study (Mk. 
1:21-39), and not merely the printed 
text. — 

When did the normal working day 
of Jesus begin and end? Was His 
ministry confined to one or two hours 
of preaching per week, with a certain 
amount of personal visitation at hours 
most convenient to Him? Verse 35 of 
our lesson speaks of Him as rising 
up a great while before day, going out 
and departing into a solitary place and 
praying. Did He do this every morn- 
ing, and why? 


Constant Communion 


We may believe that He was thus in 
constant communion and fellowship 
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with His Father; in consultation with 
Him as to the program for the new 
day which was about to begin. It may 
have been a daily “briefing session” 
that the work of every day of His 
ministry was outlined by His Father, 
for He was in the world on serious 
business for His Father, seeking only 
and always to do His will. 

The words which He spoke were 
given to Him, as in John 14:24 He 
says: “The word which ye hear is not 
Mine, but the Father’s which sent Me,” 
and in John 17:8 He says again: “I 
have given unto them the words which 
Thou gavest Me.” Words they were 
of grace and truth, spoken by One who 
“spake as never man spake.” 

One may thus think of Jesus as 
being “under orders,” conveyed to 
Him in these early hours of the day 
while in contact with Heaven. Does 
this explain that on a certain day He 
“must” needs go through Samaria? 
(See John 4:4). 

In Luke 4:42-44 we have Luke’s 
account of this same morning prayer 
hour, as he tells of Jesus going into 
a desert place when it was day. But 
the people also arose early to seek 
Him, and stayed Him, that He should 
not depart from them. And He said 
unto them: I “must” preach the king- 
dom of God to other cities also, for 
therefore am I sent. He seems always 
to be working under a “divine im- 
perative,” early and late, for in verse 
32 it was at even, when the sun did 
set, they brought unto Him all those 
who were in physical or spiritual dis- 
tress. 


Always Working 


And not only His words but His 
works were on His daily list of agen- 
da, a Latin word meaning things that 
had to be done. He was constantly 
doing the works of Him who had sent 
Him (John 9:4). In John 5:36 He 
says: “The works which the Father 
hath given Me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of Me, 
that the Father hath sent Me.” And 
finally, after a very busy life He was 
able to say: “I have finished the work 
which Thou gavest Me to do” (John 
17:4), an echo of His statement in 
John 14:31, “As the Father gave Me 
commandment, so I do.” 

This wonderful and faithful Servant 
never “went on strike.” It was there- 
fore a note of triumph and satisfac- 
tion, when on the cross He exclaimed, 
“Jt is finished.” Satan had tried in 
every possible way to hinder Him. 
There were legions of demons con- 
centrated in that small area of the 
land of Palestine for the definite pur- 
pose of hindering His work, and we 
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may safely say, of destroying Him, if 


possible. The storm of Mark 4:37 
may indicate such an attempt. 

His work was often interrupted by 
people who broke in on Him, whether 
at rest periods or when on His way 
in response to a call for help, or while 
speaking to the multitude. Notice 
how the people seek to overtake Him 
in John 6:22-25; how a woman “came 
behind Him” to touch the hem of His 
garment while He was on His way to 
the home of Jairus; and how, in Mark 
2:4, the friends of a paralytic opened 
the roof of the house in which He was 
speaking to a multitude of people, so 
as to let him down into His presence 
for healing. 

Each day must have been interest- 
ing and exciting, but He was always 
calm, never flustered, and even kindly 
disposed to those who at times did in- 
terrupt Him, for He went about doing 
good, says Peter concerning Him in 
Acts 10:38. Every “case” that came 
to His attention was another oppor- 
tunity to help someone. No doubt 
much virtue (that is, power, Lk. 8: 
46), was expended by Him each day, 
but He rejoiced in the good He could 
do, and in the help He could give each 
day to those who were in trouble, as 
much as the businessman at the close 
of the day rejoices in the dividends on 
his investment as the result of his ac- 
tivities throughout the day. 


In verse 21 of our lesson Jesus came 
to Capernaum after He had been re- 
jected by His own people in Naza- 
reth (see Lk. 4:16-32). Because of 
growing opposition in Jerusalem, He 
left there for Galilee (John 4:3 and 
7:1, and Lk. 4:14). John’s Gospel 
tells us about this increasing hostil- 
ity. The “Synoptic Gospels” deal with 
His Galilean ministry, and at this 
point our lesson begins. 

Notice once more the adverbs 
straightway, v. 21; immediately, v. 
28; forthwith, v. 29, and anon, v. 30, 
all translating the same Greek adverb, 
showing the “tempo” of a day’s activ- 
ity as carried on by this faithful Ser- 
vant, about whom we shall be study- 
ing throughout this quarter. 


In the Synagogue 


In Capernaum we find Him attend- 
ing the services of the synagogue, “as 
was His custom” (Lk. 4:16). Visitors 
were usually invited to have a part, 
which gave Him the privilege of speak- 
ing, for we read that He taught them; 
they, in turn, being astonished at His 
doctrine (teaching), for He taught 
them as one that had authority, and 
not as the scribes. 

What this means is that when a 
scribe taught, it was on the basis of 





what another scribe had heard from 
another scribe, or had read in the 
writings of a scribe of a former cen- 
tury. But when Jesus spoke, He would 
frequently introduce His teaching by 
the phrase, “Verily, I say unto you.” 
The emphasis was on the pronoun 
“].” This was the reason for their 
astonishment, and the reason why so 
many longed to hear Him—except the 
scribes! 

But there was human and demonic 
opposition to Him all along the way. 
Suddenly a man, possessed of such a 
demon, cries out in the midst of His 
teaching in the synagogue: “Let us 
alone; what have we to do with Thee, 
Thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art Thou 
come to destroy us? I know Thee, 
who Thou art, the Holy One of God!” 

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
“Hold thy peace, and come out of 
him.” e expression “Hold thy 
peace” is a rather tame phrase. The 
Greek verb means literally, “Be muz- 
zled.” In the Greek of Mark 4:39, we 
have the same verb translated, “Be 
still,” addressed to the storm demon, 
which might indicate that the same 
kind of evil spirit which sought to dis- 
turb the synagogue was also on the 
track of Jesus and His disciples when 
on the Sea of Galilee. 

Coming out of the synagogue, where 
He had caused the evil spirit to come 
out of the man ‘to the amazement of 
the people at His authority, Jesus and 
His company entered into the house of 
Simon Peter and Andrew, James and 
John accompanying them. Here they 
found Simon Peter’s mother-in-law 
sick of a fever. Luke tells us that it 
was a great fever, an interesting de- 
tail given as in a professional report 
by a physician (4:38). 


His Healing Ministry 


Jesus, upon learning of the case, 
came and took her by the hand, and 
lifted her up, and immediately the 
fever left her, and she ministered unto 
them. Here Luke the physician again 
adds a touch by saying that she arose 
immediately and ministered unto them. 
That, for a doctor, was a very inter- 
esting detail, for usually there is a 
long period of convalescence after a 
great fever, because of the debilitating 
effect thereof. 

But at eventide His “office calls” 
were increasing; surely a day of ac- 
tivity. The whole town came to the 
door of the house, a motley crowd of 
sick and well folk, hope shining forth 
from eyes and faces, for here there 
was One who could help in every 
time and kind of need. He responded 
by healing many that were sick (and 
the many may mean the “all” of v. 
32) with a variety of diseases, and 
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who were possessed with demons. The 
word “devils” should not be used in 
the plural, for there is but one. The 
Greek word is definitely the word de- 
mons, associated with the Devil (Sa- 
tan) in his opposition to Jesus’ min- 
istry of mercy and loving service to 
suffering humanity. 

Jesus never cared for the testimony 
of demons. He would not allow them 
to speak using the organs of speech of 
humans possessed by the demons. His 
preemptory demand that they be muz- 
zled (v. 25) came pretty close to our 
curt command: “Shut up.” But he did 
appreciate the testimony of Peter, 
when he acknowledged Him as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Such acknowledgment led to salvation 
for a penitent sinner, but the confes- 
sion of the demons was always asso- 
ciated with a sense of fear, a feeling 
of terror, and a dread of pending 
judgment. 


Source of Power 


It is in the morning of the next day, 
very early indeed, that we see Him in 
a solitary place engaged in prayer. 
Here was the source of His power and 
of the strength He needed to meet the 
demands of another busy day of con- 
tacts with people bearing the scars of 
sin in body and soul. And He was the 
only One who could heal them. 

Therefore did men seek Him, giv- 
ing Him little opportunity to rest. In 
verse 36 Simon and they that were 
with him sought Him in that early 
morning hour, and when they had 
found Him, they told Him that every- 
body was looking for Him. 

But, lest their interest should be 
merely an indication of curiosity on 
their part, He was unwilling to con- 
fine Himself to one place merely to 
cater to such curiosity and consequent 
excitement. So, for that reason He 
had “come forth” (v. 38), evidently 
meaning that He had left Capernaum, 
to the end that He might teach and 
preach in the neighboring communi- 
ties, which He then does in the syna- 
gogues throughout Galilee. 

We might here refer to the way in 
which the missionaries of the early 
church, Paul, for example, traveled 
from place to place, rarely “settling 
down” in what we might call a pas- 
torate. Thus the seed of the Word was 
scattered over a wider area, and un- 
der the ministration of the Holy Spir- 
it in the hearts and lives of those who 
received the Word, many Christian 
= and churches sprang up in a 

rge number of towns. us, not 
only Jesus, but His apostles and early 
missionaries had many “a day of ac- 
tivity” as they went about, ordained 
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as they were, to preach, and to teach, 
and to heal. And thus did the early 
Church grow, as believers were daily 
added to these Christian congrega- 
tions. 


JANUARY 21, 1951 


Jesus Meets Growing Hostility 
(Temperance) 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 2:1-12 


Golden Text: “When Jesus heard it, He 
said to them, ‘Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick; I came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners’.” (Mk. 2:17) 


Leprosy Cleansed 
The Palsied Man 
Sins forgiven 

Health restored 


The whole assignment for today’s 
lesson runs from Mark 1:40 to 3:12, 
which may be divided into eight sec- 
tions or episodes, of which the second 
is our printed lesson text. 

Chapter one closes with the first epi- 
sode, the cleansing of a leper, a phrase 
usually used in the Bible instead of 
healing or curing a case of leprosy. 
In the story of Naaman, the Syrian 
general, who was a leper (2 Kings 5), 
we find a variety of expressions: “to 
recover him of his leprosy” (vs. 3, 6, 
and 7); “wash in Jordan, and thy 
flesh shall come again to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean” (v. 10); “re- 
cover the leper” (v. 11); “and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of 
a little child, and he was clean” (v. 
14). “To be clean” occurs in verses 
10, 12, 13 and 14, but strange to say, 
in the heading of the chapter, not a 
part of the text, the verb to “cure” is 
used twice. 


Leprosy 


Leprosy is “cleansed” in the Bible 
because it has always been thought of 
as “defiling” the victim. It is at times 
treated as a type of sin in the soul, as 
David, for example, in the 51st Psalm, 
his plea for forgiveness, thinks of him- 
self as a “spiritual leper” as he prays: 
“Purge me with hyssop, and T ‘shall 
be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow” (see Lev. 14:4). 

In Jesus’ time a leper was a wretched 
specimen of humanity, for medicine 
could do nothing for him. They are 
faring better today on Christian mis- 
sion stations, what with recently dis- 


‘covered drugs, more effective than 


chaulmoogra oil, used for many years. 
It was a sad but at the same time an 
interesting experience for the writer 
to visit a leper hospital in the German 
colony outside of the walls of Jerusa- 
lem, conducted by the Moravians, in 
charge of a very competent physician, 
a Dr. Canaan. There are, no doubt, 


fewer cases of leprosy in Palestine to- 
day than in Bible times. 

The cleansing of the leper by Jesus 
(1:40-45) created a sensation, as was 
quite natural. He asked the man not 
to speak about it to others, merely to 
report to the priest, according to law, 
what had happened to him (Lev. 14: 
3, 10-32 and see Lk. 17:14). But he 
could not refrain from telling every- 
body about it, so that Jesus could not 

-enter the city on account of the ex- 
citement, for every one wished to see 
this “wonder worker.” So He stayed 
away from the city, but crowds in- 
sisted upon coming from every direc- 
tion to see Him. 


Crowds Gather 


That Jesus could help people who 
were sick in both body and soul is ap- 
parent from the incident described in 
our printed lesson (2:1-12). 

After some days, rumor had it that 
Jesus was again in Capernaum (the 
name means “city of comfort or con- 
solation.” Naum is the same as the 
name of the prophet Nahum, “com- 
fort,” and the same as Nehem in Ne- 
hemiah, “Jehovah is my comfort”). 

Since there are always those in need 
of comfort, consolation, and help, 
many people immediately “gathered 
together, in so much that there was no 
room to receive them, no, not so much 
as about the door; and He preached 
the Word unto them.” It is more than 
mere curiosity that leads us to wish 
that we might know just what He said 
on this particular occasion. No doubt 
He held His audience spell-bound, as 
we say. 

But just then came an interruption, 
the kind that would naturally disturb 
an audience, and irritate an ordinary 
speaker. But notice the calmness of 
Jesus as shown by Matthew and Luke, 
as well as here by Mark. They come 
to Him, bringing one sick of the palsy 
lying on some kind of a mattress, and 
carried by four friends of his, who 
seem to have had faith to believe that 
Jesus could help their sick friend. 

But they had t difficulty trying 
to get to Jesus use of the press 
(that is, the crowd). So, probably by 
an outside stairway, they came upon 
the roof (which in that country was 
usually flat; see Acts 10:9), uncov- 
ered it over the place where Jesus was 


“and when they had broken it up, they 
let down the bed wherein the sick of 
the palsy lay.” 


Let us read the corresponding verse 
as Luke has it: “And behold men 
brought in a bed a man which was 
taken with a palsy; and they sought 
means to bring him in, and to lay him 
before Him. And when they id not 


find by what way they might bring 
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him in because of the multitude, they 
went upon the housetop and let him 
down through the tiling with his couch 
into the midst before Jesus.” 

One must admire the persistency 
and determination with which these 
four men sought to bring their friend 
to Jesus. One is tempted to consider 
them as “the charter members” of the 
Christian Endeavor Society! If Chris- 
tians in general were as eager to bring 
their unsaved friends to Jesus as they 
were, many more people would be 
saved. Perhaps that was being done 
regularly in the days of the early 
Church, for we read in Acts 2:47 that 
souls were being saved daily and 
added to the body of believers (see 
the Revised Version). 

We return now to our lesson text at 
Mark 1:5. Jesus, apparently chiding 
no one for what might well have been 
a disconcerting interruption, calmly, 
but with authority, addresses the man 
thus: “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
Upon reading these words for the first 
time, one might be thoroughly sur- 
prised by the apparent irrelevance of 
them, for had not his friends brought 
him to be healed of a physical dis- 
ability ? 

But upon further thought, may not 
Jesus, who knows what is in man, have 
easily detected a physical condition 
which was the direct result of a sin- 
ful life! A good physician deals with 
the cause of the disease, knowing that 
if it can be removed, the effects or 


_ symptoms will normally disappear. 


Aleoholism 


We might consider the case of this 
man as one of “locomotor ataxia,” 
which is frequently the result of a sin- 
ful life. In fact, it is at this point that 
teachers might bring in the “temper- 
ance” aspect of today’s lesson, as sug- 

ested in the title of the lesson. In the 
ace of vast amounts of money spent 
for liquor advertisements, and in view 
of the increasing amount of liquors 
consumed in private homes as well as 
in saloons, it is difficult to persuade 
our young people that alcohol is a 
poison, and that it is bound to have 
deleterious effects upon body, mind, 
and soul. The girl pictured in the 
magazines and on billboards, holding 
the glass of liquor in her hand is al- 
ways good-looking, for the liquor is 
still in the glass, and not yet inside of 
her. She'll be a shabby looking speci- 
men after she has had a few glasses. 
And the same may be said for “the 
men of di-stink-shun.” 

We fully appreciate the work that 
is being done by the organization 
known as Alcoholics Anonymous. We 
try to cure them, but so little is being 
done to prevent alcoholism. To talk 
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about alcoholism as a disease is fool- 
ishness, unless we try to deal with it 
as we ordinarily do with diseases, that 
is, to remove the cause. But as the 
situation is today, we make every pos- 
sible effort to produce drunkards, and 
then howl about the increase on our 
highways of drunken drivers, the great 
increase of sadistic crimes of violence, 
and of alcoholics. Prohibition is the 
only answer. 


Hostility 


But, once more, coming back to the 
“main line” of our lesson, which at 
this point has to do with the hostility 
shown by some of the religious lead- 
ers of Jesus’ time, as they charged 
Him with blasphemy for having as- 
sumed the prerogatives of God Him- 
self by declaring the forgiveness of 
this man’s sins. Only God can do 
that, they said, and they were right 
in saying so. But, alas, they did not 
realize that Jesus was God, who had 
come into history and in human flesh 
in order to lay the foundation for the 
divine forgiveness of all sin, as men 
would come to believe in Him and 
trust Him for it (John 3:16). 

Jesus then asked His cavilers a 
question, whether it were easier to say 
to this man, “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee,” or, “Arise, take up thy bed and 
walk.” Naturally they would not dare 
to answer that question. His sickness 
was apparently incurable, but if Jesus 
should be able to cure him, it would 
be prima facie evidence that with Him 
nothing was impossible, by which 
token He would likewise have the 
power and authority to declare the 
man’s sins forgiven. 

Now Jesus did not perform mira- 
cles as a mountebank, to draw the ad- 
miration of the crowd. This particular 
miracle, about to be performed, has 
always seemed to the writer to have 
been of great importance, for from it 
we may learn the significance of all 
the miracles recorded in the Gospels. 
They were visible “signs” in the physi- 
cal realm of the like power which 
Jesus exercised in the realm of the 
spiritual—sanctions of His supernat- 
ural authority over the souls of men— 
credentials for His claims as the Sav- 
iour and Redeemer of mankind. 

It is along this line of thought that 
Jesus now orders the man to arise, to 
take up his bed and walk, an apparent 
human impossibility. But see, he rises 
and walks normally. There is no ex- 
planation for that except superhuman 
power. And thus, in the face of hu- 
man hostility, divine compassion and 
power are manifested in this marvel- 
ous way to prove His power and au- 
thority to forgive sins. 

No wonder the multitude cried out 


that they had never seen things done 
after this fashion. In Luke 5:26, for 
the same reason, the people exclaim 
that they had seen “strange things” 
today. The Greek word here used is 
“paradoxes,” which means literally 
phenomena that are beyond expecta- 
tion, contradicting ordinary human 
experience. 

But Satan will continue to arouse 
hostility against Jesus, as He con- 
tinues to invade his territory further 
and further each day, using every pre- 
text to find fault with Him as He heals 
the bodies and souls of men suffering 
under the dominion of Satan. 

With Bible in hand, teacher and pu- 
pils will find further evidences of 
growing hostility within the compass 
of the full assignment for today’s study 
at 2:16; 2:24 and 3:2, and 6, where 
we are told of the plotting on the part 
of the Pharisees to destroy Jesus. 

(In verse 23 of chapter 2, remember 
that “corn fields” means “grain fields” 
and that “ears of corn” means “heads 
of wheat”). 
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The Great Teacher 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 4:1-2a, 26-34 
Golden Text: “Take heed what you 
hear; the measure you give will be the 
measure you get and still more will be 
given you” (Mk, 4:24) 


The Great Schoolmaster 
Teaching in Parables 
Choosirig Apostles 
Sowing the Seed 

We have been studying some of the 
miracles of Jesus thus far this month. 
Today our attention is more particu- 
larly directed to Him as a teacher. He 
employed various methods in His 
teaching ministry, one of which was 
the use of parables, “earthly stories 
having a heavenly meaning.” 

There have>been many men who 
gained a great reputation as teachers, 
such as Socrates, Gamaliel, Pestalozzi, 
Horace Mann, but Jesus outshines 
them all, both in relation to the sub- 
jects He was most interested in, and 
the way He taught, but more particu- 
larly with regard to the personality of 
the teacher Himself. 

The Hebrews used a Chaldee word, 


“Rabbi,” meaning “my t one” as 
a title of res for their teachers 
(Mt. 23:7). John the Baptist is so 


addressed in John 3:26, as is Jesus in 
John 1:49, and 3:2, where Nicodemus 
addresses Him thus, “Rabbi, we know 
that Thou art a teacher (didaskalos) 
come from God,” not knowing, how- 
ever, that He was God come to teach! 


(Continued on page 37) 
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The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Our Lord Prays For His Own. Marcus 
Rainsford. Moody Press, Chicago, 1950. 
476 p. $3.50. 


The latest volume in the Wycliffe Series 
of Christian Classics is Our Lord Prays 
For His Own, thoughts on John 17 by 
Marcus Rainsford, with a biographical in- 
troduction by S. Maxwell Coder. Each 
phrase of this most precious prayer is ex- 
pounded with simplicity and rich fullness. 
It is a masterpiece of devotional and ex- 
pository literature. 


Marcus Rainsford is not a familiar name 
to most of us today, but in the nineteenth 
century he was well-known as an eloquent 
Bible expositor and as a fellow-laborer with 
Dwight L. Moody, perceiving his gift of 
clear and simple utterance, arranged to 
have Mr. Rainsford stand with him on the 
platform to answer various questions about 
the teaching of Scripture. Several of these 
dialogues are printed at the end of the 
volume. This Irish evangelical spent a 
large part of his ministry in London at 
St. John’s. Church where the Prince of 
Wales and Gladstone sat under his preach- 
ing. 

Each chapter of the book is a devotional 
exposition on a verse or a part of a verse. 
The author’s usual method within each 
chapter is to make general observations 
about the words, a specific analysis of the 

ssage, and then a practical application. 
This insures complete coverage of the 
prayer and also allows liberty for perti- 
nent reflections. The prayer as a whole 
is divided in this way: Christ’s petitions 
with reference to Himself (vs. 1-6) , Christ’s 
petitions with reference to His disciples 
(vs. 6-20), Christ’s petitions with refer- 
ence to His whole Church, (vs. 21-26) . 


The book is written in a clear, easy-to- 
read style. The content is rich and deep, 
yet there is not an idea which cannot be 
grasped easily by the careful reader. The 
author does not strive to produce an effect, 
but simply to set forth in clearest light 
the truths of this inexhaustible passage. 

Some readers will differ with Rainsford 
in his handling of certain O.T. passages, 
his understanding of Judas, His restrained, 
but definite teaching of limited atonement, 
but they will find no phrase left without 
sensible comment. Exposition and per- 
sonal application are admirably combined. 
Light from every part of the Word is 
brought to this passage with masterful ease 
and reverence. A careful reading of this 
book will not only bring many new in- 
sights, but it will also stir our hearts to 
wonder and praise for our Saviour who 
prays for His own. 

R.N.O. 
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New Hooks 


Restoring God to Education. Edward K. 
Worrell. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., 1950. 110 p. $1.50. 

This is another critique of secularized 
public education. Dr. Worrell, who left 
public school teaching to become principal 
of a Christian Day School, shows than an 
anti-Biblical and anti-supernatural philos- 
ophy dominates our tax-supported public 
school systems. Our young people are 
being trained to think without reference to 
God who is the true basis for integrating 
all education. “Christian life cannot be 
lived on the basis of anti-Christian 
thought.” 

The answer, then, is to have a “God-in- 
Christ-Centered Pattern” where it is recog- 
nized that “the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom,” and where all of 
life is seen in terms of Christ. The book 
has a supplement by Mark Fakkema on 
“How to Begin a Christian School.” 

R.N.O. 


A History of the Baptists. Robert G. 
Torbet, The Judson Press, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 538 p. $6.00. 

On a number of occasions requests have 
come to this reviewer for books relating to 
denominational history. The Judson Press 


has recently published a history of the 


Baptist denomination in which members 
of that communion as well as many others 
will be interested. 

A History of the Baptists is written by 
Robert G. Torbet, Ph.D., professor of his- 
tory at the Eastern Baptist Seminary. The 
author charts the history of the Baptists 
from their early beginnings down to the 
present. His style appeals to the lay read- 
er as well as to the scholar. The work 
contains an excellent bibliography, fur- 
nishing source material for further study. 
and an excellent index which makes the 
work a ready reference. For those in- 
terested in the present controversy within 
the Baptist fellowship, Dr. Torbet sets the 
case in historical perspective. He writes, 
not as a passionate protagonist, but as a 
dispassionate historian. Dr. Torbet is 
sufficiently charitable to suppose that his 
many readers are people capable of 
thought, a charity rare in conservative cir- 
cles. This reviewer has known the author 
as teacher and friend. and has known per- 
sonally his love for His Lord and zeal for 
the verities of the faith. 

Another service that A History of the 
Baptists does for us is that it delivers the 
concept “freedom of conscience” out of its 
misuse by several groups among the Bap- 
tists and establishes the fact that when 
Baptists of old used this term they did 
not use it as a means for denying the faith 
once delivered to the saints. 

Readers, other than Baptists, will ap- 
preciate Dr. Torbet’s chapter on “Baptist 
Contributions to Protestantism.” In this 
hour when the issue of Church and State 
is beginning to blaze again, a knowledge 
of where Baptists of yore stood on the 
issue will be welcome. We covet for this 
book many readers, and may the reading 
thereof encourage us to stand till He 
comes. R.L.K. 


The Christian Teacher. Clarence H. 
Benson. Moody Press, Chicago. 288 p. 
$2.50. 

Dr. Clarence H. Benson has long been 
recognized as an authority in the field of 
Christian education. Few have done more 
in our generation toward the upbuilding 
and strengthening of the Sunday School. 
The volume before us is consistent with 
Dr. Benson's well-deserved utation and 
reflects at every point careful scholarship, 
broad research, and experimental acquaint- 
ance with all of the problems under con- 
sideration. Anyone more or less directly 
connected with Christian education, will 
receive from its pages new stimulus and 
fresh vision. Happily, this is not just 
another of those dusty, pedagogical tomes 
prepared for the intellectual elect. It is 
intentionally keyed to meet the needs of 
the busy Christian lay-teacher. While its 
contents reflect a scholarship adequate for 
the classroom, the presentation is so ad- 
mirably lucid, so thrillingly enriched by 
apt illustrative material, and so directly 
pertinent to the problems known to most 
Sunday School teachers and officers, that 
the interest of the reader will be sustained 
to the last page. 

The author makes plain that the most 
important earthy factor in Sunday School 
endeavor is the teacher. The ultimate suc- 
cess of such work depends upon the teach- 
ing personnel. This volume assumes that 
good teachers are made not born, and pro- 
ceeds to set forth not only the qualities of 
a good teacher, but also suggestions perti- 
nent to the improving of his teaching. At 
this point, the author underscores the 
primacy of the teacher’s relationship to 
Christ, and reveals how the success of all 
pedagogical methods and techniques im- 
pinges upon this great fundamental. The 
teacher who fails to portray Christ effec- 
tively in his life, is not likely to succeed in 
interpreting Him by lip. 

The securing of attendance, the sustain- 
ing of interest, the maintaining of disci- 
pline, the assembling, organizing, and use 
of materials, and many other vital subjects 
are helpfully handled. _ Blessed will be the 
Sunday School superintendent who makes 
this required reading for all his teaching 
personnel. A better teaching staff and a 
more spiritually successful Sunday School 
will result. 

GS. 


Blossom of the Crag. Marie Barham. China 
Inland Mission, Philadelphia. 208 p. 
$1.25. 

Here is a book of Christian fiction that 
is different. It not only tells an interest- 
ing story. It is a fascinating introduction to 
modern China and to life in a middle class 
Chinese home. It is.an argument for Chris- 
tian missions. It is an unfolding of the way 
of salvation. The writer has combined all 
these so skillfully that the casual reader 
may be altogether unaware that the story 
is only the means to a far more significant 
end. 

The story itself is good. But the writer 
is even more skillful in giving through her 
story a strong apology for Christian mis- 
sions. No one can read this book without 
being brought face to face with the great 
contributions missionaries have made in 
such a land as China. Young people 
who are seeking God's will for their lives 
might very well hear God’s call to mfssion- 
ary service through the reading of this 
book. Christians who give to the carrying 
on of the missionary enterprise throughout 
the world will be encouraged to give more 
and to pray more as they read. 
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Above all, the reader will have unfolded 
to him the way of salvation. This comes in 
a most natural way in the course of a con- 
versation between two characters in the 


book. It does not seem like preaching, 
therefore, and will be all the more effective 
in reaching the unsaved reader. 

The Christian will find in this book 
many encouragements to pray—for the lost 
and for those who bear the message of 
salvation to them. It will also encourage 
him to more faithful witnessing. 

This is the sort of book that can be 
placed in the hands of a young person with 
the assurance that it will provide whole- 
some pleasure. Given with the prayer that 
God may use it for His glory, it can be 
the means of changing a life. 

H. W. O. 


Recently published in England are the 
following: 

Tomorrow’s Church by Rev. S. M. Gib- 
bard, with a foreword by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Evangelicals will differ 
from the author on some matters, gen- 
erally speaking, there is a valuable set- 
ting forth of the church’s task. A striking 
illustration in the book states that of every 
twenty-five children born in Great Britain 
only seventeen are brought to baptism; 
only nine are taught by the church; only 
seven are confirmed, and only two come to 
Easter communion. 

The Bible and Polygamy by G. Par- 
rinder, M.A., M.Th., Ph.D., Lecturer at 
University College at Ibadan.- Mission- 
aries to Africa and other places where 
polygamy is a constant source of trouble 
should read this book. The author is an 
expert on West African religion. All the 
evidence is examined and the author con- 
tends that if Christianity is to conquer 
any part of the world today, it must seek 
to strengthen marital fidelity and the 
monogamic ideal. 

The Secret of Christian Joy, by Arthur 
J. Hedley is a volume of sermon-essays by 
a preacher who, after years of busy minis- 
try finds himself compelled to silence by 
physical infirmity. In the silence he has 
discovered a new opportunity, and in the 
gladness of a heart in fellowship with 
— writes of deepest joy that life can 
now. 


A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 28) 


the idea of a vicar of Christ if it were 
not for the previous dethronement of 
the Holy Spirit from the place to 
which the Lord exalted Him. 


It is very important that Chris- 
tians should realize that Russia is 
flooding India, China, and Africa 
with millions of pages of Com- 
munist literature. It is skillfully 
prepared for the consumption of 
ignorant masses. In almost all 
these lands there are many hun- 
dreds of thousands of recent liter- 
ates who know nothing of the 
critical attitude of mind of the 
practiced reader, and whose in- 
stinctive attitude is, “It is in print, 
therefore it must be true.” The 
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only answer is that of the Bible 
Societies and the groups that are 
publishing Christian literature. 


“The Greatest Story Ever Told” by 
Fulton Oursler (convert to Roman 
Catholicism), a very inferior adapta- 
tion of incidents in the life of Christ, 
is about to be put into dramatic form. 
A company has been organized with 
$150,000 capital, to employ a cast of 
forty players, twenty-two singers, and 
a twenty-four piece orchestra. The 
premiére of the dramatization is to 


take place at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 
and then is to tour the United States 
in auditoriums, arenas, and large the- 
aters. Every attempt will be made to 
secure the aid of Protestant groups. 
This present notice should serve as 
warning that the affair is Roman 
Catholic propaganda, and every min- 
isterial union in the country should be 
notified to that effect, so that when the 
effort is made they will be forewarned. 


The State Health Department 
and the State Health Society of 
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New York have joined to an- 
nounce that any doctor in New 
York may have special training 
in the diagnosis and emergency 
treatment of atomic-explosion 
victims. We believe that every 
Christian physician should fa- 
miliarize himself with these tech- 
niques and that churches every- 
where should have classes on the 
treatment of burns. And we 
mean everywhere, for in atomic 
warfare, as in any bombing war- 
fare, the planes that carry the 
bombs will be fought in the air 
for hundreds of miles around the 
targets, and the explosion may 
take place anywhere. It goes 
without saying, of course, that the 
chief danger points will be all 
coastal points on every ocean, and 
on all points within hundreds of 
miles from the atomic projects in 
Tennessee, Washington, and New 
Mexico, and in similar circles 
around the great industrial cities 
of the North and the oil centers 
of Texas and the mid-South. This 
just about covers the country. 


A very healthy movement in the 
spiritual life of Japan has taken place 
in connection with the attempt to fuse 
all of the churches of Japan into a sin- 
gle denomination. After the war there 
was formed the United Church of 
Japan, known in that country as the 
Kyodan, but some of the more con- 
servative of the churches began to 
withdraw from the Union because of 
the liberalism of its leaders and the 
compromise that was going on. The 
Lutheran Seminary has now begun an 
independent career as of this spring. 
In Kobe the theological seminary has 
been split, and a new seminary, The 
Bible Seminary, has been formed. The 
theological seminary of the Kyodan 
has had to stop its building construc- 
tion because of lack of money. 

This is all very healthy because it 
shows that there are some people 
there who think that theological truth 
is important enough to be a basis of 
separation. Truly evangelical groups 
have moved their programs into high 
gear, and the closing of missions in 
Korea has brought many godly mis- 
sionaries from that country to Japan. 
We must turn our prayers to this part 
of the world, and expect God to do 
wonderful things. 


Another error that is being 
made today, and which will be 
written down in the books a few 
years from now, is the failure of 
the United Nations to make an 


immediate peace with Japan, and 
to recruit many divisions of Japa- 
nese veterans to fight against 
Communism in the Far East. The 
Japanese are the greatest imita- 
tors in the world, and knowing 
that their old way of life was 
soundly defeated in war, they will 
be the people that will turn quick- 
est to true democracy if they are 
properly handled. We are failing 
to take advantage of this great 
possibility and will pay for it in 
the future. 


The action of the United States in 
supporting the United Nations’ deci- 
sion to intervene in Korea, has had 
mixed reactions in the Near East. The 
Arab countries, of course, have been 
alienated from the United States be- 
cause of Palestine, as the new coun- 
try of Israel is considered to be a 
branch of the United States by many 
of the Arabs. In the country of Is- 
rael itself, the control has seemingly 
been slipping away from the conserva- 
tive party to another party that is ad- 
mittedly communist. We need not be 
concerned about the situation in Is- 
rael, for we are convinced that it will 
remain conservative and attached to 
Western Europe. The situation as it 
exists in Arabia, however, is very dif- 
ferent. We have constantly affirmed 
that, in our opinion, and according to 
Bible prophecy, Russia would possess 
Persia, and Arabia, and all the oil 
lands thereof. This is but a tendency 
that we are seeing in our day. 

An editorial writer in The New 
York Times says that “the Korean 
War has been a costly, but useful 
warning. It has made the nation see 
how it must live in order to survive, 
rather like a mild heart attack in a 
man’s 40’s which leads to avoiding 
sudden death in his 50’s. The ques- 
tion now is not whether we have 
learned the lesson, or whether we will 
take the doctor’s advice, but whether 
we have time to get strong again.” The 
writer points out that we must now 
anticipate many little wars, and that 
the new pattern of limited actions may 
replace the big “Germanic-type” war. 
This is, of course, the Russian strategy 
which will be an attempt to keep us 
at war in every part of the world, so 
that we will use up all our national 
fat, and be easier for Russia when she 
is ready to attack us. 

For the sake of the record, I put 
down here what should be done, but 
which undoubtedly will not be done. 
Five years from now, however, if we 
are still permitted to publish a maga- 
zine at that time, we believe we will 
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- this paragraph at a time when 
e rest of the nation will be saying it. 

An ultimatum should be sent to 
Russia saying flatly that we know that 
Korea, China, Siam, Hungary, Poland, 
and the other satellite states are pup- 
ow that speak for Russia as Charlie 

cCarthy speaks for Edgar Bergen. 
We must issue a flat ultimatum order- 
ing Russia to give the word to her 
satellite Koreans to withdraw immedi- 
ately, and that if she will not do so, 
we shall consider her an aggressor by 
her failure to keep her children in 
order. The ultimatum should say that 
we know that we are being fought in 
Korea by Russian war materiel, and 
that we consider it the act of an ag- 
gressor which will have to be dealt 
with directly. If something is not 
done within forty-eight hours, the 
Yalu River bridge, connecting Korea 
with the railroad line from Mukden, 
should be destroyed, and we should 
proceed to bomb all of the arteries 
that link Korea with Russia. In any 
future aggression, we should follow 
the same policy. 

I recognize that this ultimatum will 
not be sent, but five years from now, 
in the list of mistakes that will be pub- 
lished in many magazines, the failure 
to do just this thing at this time will 
be pointed to as the costliest error 
of our generation. 


Sunday School Lessons 
—- (Continued from page 33) 


The word “Rabbi” is translated “Mas- 
ter” in Mark 9:5. 


The Master 


This word “master” is used as we 
speak of a “school-master,” derived 
from the Latin word magister, which 
is related to the adjective magnus, 
meaning “great,” thus actually trans- 
lating the root meaning of rab in 
Rabbi. The “great one” in a com- 
munity in a political sense was the 
“magistrate”; “mister” is still a title 
of respect, and all these titles derive 
from “magister.” 

The school-master was an important 
person in a community in days when 
there was no general education. He 
was supposed to “know everything,” 
to be able to read and to write letters 
and documents for the people who 
could not do so. No wonder he was 
the “great one” in town. 

If there were no school-master in a 
particular town, then the minister 
(from minus, the opposite of magnus), 
“the one who serves,” would often be 
called on by the illiterate to do their 
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writing, etc. He became the “great 
person” in the town, the “parson,” for 
that is actually the history of the ori- 
gin of the word parson, the minister 
of the congregation, the principal 
“person.” 

Now it will be even more interest- 
ing to note in Mark 1:21, where we 
read that “Jesus entered into the syna- 
gogue, and taught,” that the word for 
synagogue in the German language is 
die Schule, our word “school.” The 
synagogue with the Rabbi in charge, 
was really a teaching institution, and 
Jesus frequently accepted the invita- 
tion to speak and to teach when at- 
tending a synagogue service (see Lk. 
4:16-22). Many gladly received His 
words, “gracious words” in v. 22. 
The multitudes testified that never 
man spake as He did, for He spoke 
with authority. What other person 
dared to say that Moses said so and 
so, “but I say unto you,” emphasizing 
the personal pronoun “I.” 

The one characteristic of the teach- 
ing of Jesus, who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, was that “know- 
ing whence He came and whither He 
was going” (John 13:3), He as a 
teacher became the interpreter of an 
eternal life lived in time, an eternal 
Man living in time. Bishop McDowell 
in his book “In All His Offices” has 
two very interesting chapters on Jesus 
as Prophet, and Jesus as Interpreter, 
both speaking of Jesus as a Teacher. 

How interesting and important the 
thought developed in the chapter on 
Jesus as Interpreter that He is a great- 
er teacher than all others because He 
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shows us that life has its full meaning 
in relation to eternity. How foolish 
it is to spend our time on things that 
have no eternal value. 


Teaching by Parables 


The whole lesson assigned for to- 
day begins at Mark 3:13 and includes 
4:34, in the course of which passage 
Jesus is teaching by way of several 
parables. His interest in teaching and 
teachers (didaskaloi) began at twelve 
years of age, when in the familiar 
story (Lk. 2:41-50) His parents found 
Him as a lad in the midst of the doc- 
tors (literally, teachers), both hearing 
them and asking them questions. 

On the day of His resurrection He 
is on the Emmaus road, still teaching 
as He “expounds” to His friends in 
all the Scriptures the things concern- 
ing Himself. The Greek verb trans- 
lated “expounded” is the word from 
which is derived the name of an im- 
portant branch of study in a Semi- 
nary, hermeneutics (Lk. 24:27). I 
cidentally, the Greek verb translated 

“talked together” in verse 14 gives us 
the technical term “homiletics,” and 
the Greek verb translated “told” in 
verse 35 provides us with aaliae 
technical word, “exegesis.” 

Who is to continue the teaching 
ministry of Jesus after He shall have 
“gone back to the Father”? His an- 
swer is, ordinary men, chosen and or- 
dained by Himself, endued with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and filled 
with the wisdom which cometh frorf? 
above. 


Apostles Chosen 


Twelve men from among His many 
disciples are chosen “to be with Him” 
(Mk. 3:14), for special training. Their 
names are given in verses 16-19, as 
also in Mate ew 10:2-4, Luke 6:13-16, 
and Acts 1:13. A comparative study 
of these four lists is helpful. The name 
of Judas Iscariot is naturally missing 
from the list in Acts. 

These twelve men Jesus also called 
Apostles (Luke 6:13), a Greek word 
meaning the same as missionaries, men 
who are | “sent forth” on a special 

“mission” by a definite commission. 
After having been with Jesus, they 
were to go into all the world, teaching 
all nations (literally, making disciples 
of all nations), “teaching (didaskon- 
tas) them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you.” Their 
full commission was to preach, to 
teach, and to heal. 

Opposition to Jesus, and criticism 
of Him, even on the part of His 
friends and kinsmen, are indicated in 
Mark 3:20-35. They went so far as to 
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say that He was beside Himself for 
allowing the multitude to take so much 
of His time that He could not eat (vs. 
20-21). In fact, His brethren and His 
mother, standing outside, inquired 
about Him, whereupon the people in- 
formed Him about them. But He 
asked, “Who is My mother, or My 
brethren?” Then, looking around and 
seeing His eager listeners as He was 
teaching. He said: “Behold My moth- 
er and My brethren; for whosoever 
shall do the will of God, the same is 
My brother and My sister and moth- 
er” (vs. 31-35). 

In verses 22-30 Jesus is charged 
with cas'ing out demons by the prince 
of demons. He answers these critics, 
the scribes who had come from Jeru- 
salem, in parables. He asks them, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan?”, 
saying that a kingdom or a house- 
hold divided against itself cannot 
stand. He then shows them that their 
charge against Him was blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit, calling the 
Holy Spirit an unclean spirit, a sin 
which cannot be forgiven. 


The Seed Sown 
Matthew and Luke also record Je- 


sus’ parable concerning a sower who 
went forth to sow, as described in 
Mark 4:1-20, the familiar story of the 
sower, the seed, and the soil, of which 
there were four kinds, the sower and 
the seed being the same. The scene, 
as Jesus described it, could be ob- 
served at almost any time, perhaps 
from the very spot where Jesus was 
sitting in a boat off shore, and speak- 
ing to the multitudes who were con- 
stantly “hanging on His lips,” so fas- 
cinating were His methods of teach- 
ing, and the truths He taught. 

Jesus Himself, at the request of His 
disciples, explained the spiritual mean- 
ing of the parable, saying that as some 
seed fell by the wayside, only to be 
picked up by the birds, other seed fell 
on stony ground where it could not 
take root. Again, some fell among 
thorns, to be choked by them, but 
some did fall on good ground, produc- 
ing thirty, sixty or a hundred fold. 

So as the preacher or teacher “sows 
the Word” in the hearts and minds of 
men, Satan will steal some of it away; 


some will be stifled by the desires of* 


the flesh, and some will be strangled 
by the cares of this world and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches. But there will 
always be those who will receive the 
Word into an honest and sincere heart, 
where it will bring forth fruit unto 
eternal life. 

Two shorter parables are printed in 
our lesson books for special study 
(Mk. 4:26-34), both speaking of a 
field sown with good seed. The first 
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one is the only parable given by Mark 
alone. It may not be easy to find the 
thought to be conveyed, for it can con- 
vey several ideas; that of the mystery 
of life in the seed; the certainty that 
the seed will spring up and bear fruit; 
and the inherent power of the soil to 
cause the seed to sprout and grow to 
maturity, somewhat more encouraging 
than the preceding longer parable, in 
which so much of the seed failed to 
mature. 

The teacher of the Word should first 
of all realize that his business is to sow 
the seed of the Word. Secondly, he 
should not worry about results, for 
there is life in the Word, and God’s 
part, often as invisible as the silent 
forces of nature operative in a field of 
grain, will in His time and in His way 
bring it to fruition, in that day of the 
final harvest, when our labor in His 
“vineyard” will be found not to have 
been in vain. The Lord of the Har- 
est will see to it, if we, by way of co- 
operation, will be obedient to our 
heavenly commission. 

The second parable of our printed 
lesson gives us another aspect of the 
kingdom, emphasizing its humble be- 
ginning in terms of a very small: mus- 
tard seed, but destined to become a 
mighty power in the world. 


The disciples were but humble folk 
but the Word they preached was pow- 
erful and produced results. As Paul 
made his way from Troas to Philippi, 
few there were who recognized that 
short journey as a very small arc of a 
great circle equal to the circumference 
of the earth. A lone missionary, the 
first to enter a new country, has often 
begun a ministry which completely 
transformed the land from one full of 
stark heathenigm-to a ierritory re- 
joicing in the blessings which the Lord 
Jesus alone can impart. 

Thus did Jesus by vivid pictures 
impress the minds of His followers 
with the certainty of ultimate triumph 
for His cause. He asks of us great 
faith, and if we heed the thought of 
the Golden Text, “Look carefully, and 
understand what I am saying,” we 
shall come to Him for wisdom and 
strength, and then go forth with great 
expectations, believing that He will 
give us good success in His service, 
yea, that He will give exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask, think, or 
expect. Let us attempt great things 
for Him as we expect great things 
from Him; as we obey His command 
to go into all the world to teach His 
Word to all nations. 

THE Enp 


39 








Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 21) 
18 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS (15:6) 

This is the first mention of righteousness 
in the Bible. The idea has been on every 
page and in every line, for if we are asked 
the main subject of the Bible it is right- 
eousness. The Bible is the story of the 
One who is righteousness; of the way in 
which Lucifer lost righteousness; of the 
way in which God judged the world in 
righteousness; of the way He planned for 
man and the manifestation of righteous- 
ness in Christ; of the way He bought right- 
eousness through the shedding of blood; of 
the way Christ was made righteousness 
unto all believers; and to the ultimate 
triumph of righteousness in all the crea- 
tion. Abram’s faith was counted unto 
him—not merely instead of righteousness, 
but for righteousness; with the purpose of 
making a way whereby he could receive 
the imputed righteousness. 

LORD, MAY WE HUNGER AND THIRST 
AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

January 19 
AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, | AM THE 
LORD (15:7) 

One further step, and therefore one fur- 
ther revelation of the nature and being 
of God. God’s continual revelation of Him- 
self to our hearts is the only way whereby 
we can grow in grace and in knowledge 
of Himself. And as He reveals Himself 
to us, our trust answers to His truth; our 
faith answers to His grace. Since today 
there is no revelation of God apart from 
His Word, we must ever keep feeding upon 
that Word, prayerfully poring over its 
pages, earnestly seeking to hear His voice 
and see His face. And when we have 
lived through verses two to six in answer 
to the promise in verse one, He will fur- 
ther reveal Himself in verse seven for that 
which is to follow. “Hearing His voice 
in every line; making each faithful saying 
mine.” 

LORD, UNVEIL THYSELF TO MY WAITING 
HEART. 
January 20 
1 BROUGHT THEE OUT... TO GIVE 
THEE THIS LAND (15:7). 
Abram had become discouraged and had 





thought that it was time for God to act. 
But God’s delays are never denials. He 
gives us a promise and wishes us to grow 
in that promise. When we have learned 
the first lesson He will bring us on to the 
second. He never attempts to teach algebra 
to the one who has not learned the multi- 
plication table. It would be yet another 
fifteen years before Isaac was actually 
born, but now Abram is resting in faith 
and God reminds him that He is working 
with a plan and with a definite purpose. 
He was not brought out to wander, but to 
settle, and while he would never know 
the land in peace, and there would be the 
ebb and flow of events and centuries, yet 
the promise was sure and the deed is cer- 
tain for his inheritance. 
LORD, MAY WE REST IN THINE ETERNAL 
PURPOSE. 

January 21 
SHALL | KNOW? (15:8) 

This was not a question from idle curi- 
osity, but from a heart of faith. It is in- 
teresting to note that Zacharias asked the 
same question when he was told that he 
should become the father of John the 
Baptist. “Whereby shall I know this?” 
(Lk. 1:18), and he was struck dumb for 
his unbelieving questioning. But Abram 
was asking in order to be more clearly in- 
formed in a matter in which the Word of 
God had come to him in solemn promise. 
The question is consistent with the strong- 
est faith, and God was quick to answer 
with details and a guarantee which was as 
strong as the Godhead and His full work. 
The motive of Abram was a high one, that 
of Zacharias a low one. That is why 
Abram received a gracious answer; Zacha- 
rias a sharp rebuke. 

LORD, TRY OUR HEARTS. 
January 22 
WHEREBY SHALL I KNOW (15:8) 

Abram was asking for a sign from God. 
There are many instances throughout the 
Bible where God answered the honest 
questions of His people and condescended 
in grace to give them a material sign. He 
knoweth our frame and rememberest that 
we are dust (Psa. 103:14). Therefore it 
is not wrong for Gideon to put out a 
fleece and for Hezekiah to ask for a move- 
ment of the shadows on the dial (Jud. 
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6:36-40; 2 Ki. 20:8-11). A question that 
comes from a heart that is turned toward 
God is good and acceptable to Him. He 
can discern between the honest question 
and the frivolous question. He will tell 
a curious Peter that it is none of his busi- 
ness how John is to die (John. 21:22), but 
he will commend the faith of Abram and 
answer his inquiries as to details. 

LORD, MAY OUR MOTIVES BE PURE. 


January 23 
TAKE ME AN HEIFER (15:9) 

This is one of the strangest answers to 
a question that was ever given. Yet, as 
we shall see, it was the only possible an- 
swer. “How shall I know that I shall in- 
herit this land? Take Me an heifer.” One 
might think that the dial of the radio had 
slipped from one program ‘to another. The 
question comes from a program where 
people are seeking legal advice. The an- 
swer comes from a broadcast of the depart- 
ment of agriculture. But the heifer and 
the inheritance are bound together in the 
mind of God, and this reply is the only 
possible answer. The heifer is to be killed 
and its blood is to be shed. The Lord is 
really saying that the guarantee of the title 
of the land to Israel is nothing short of 
the cross of Jesus Christ. All the promises 
are Yea and Amen in Christ (II Cor. 1:20) 
and the promise of the land to Israel is 
guaranteed by this symbol of the cross of 
Christ. 

LORD, MAY WE REALIZE THAT ALL THY 
PROMISES REST ON CHRIST. 


January 24 
THREE YEARS OLD (15:9) 

Abram was to bring only fully mature 
animals. Each animal was to have at- 
tained the perfection of maturity, for noth- 
ing but a perfect sacrifice could be the 
witness for the ratification of God’s cove- 
nant with man. All of the animals which 
were the clean animals for sacrifice, and 
which were later indicated to Moses in the 
law to be used in the sacrifices before the 
Lord were now required of Abram. The 
dove and pigeon were included for the 
sacrifices must be within the reach of all. 
The rich might bring an heifer and the 
poor who might not possess so much could 
bring a pigeon. Christ is within the reach 
of all. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART 
WITHIN REACH. 


January 25 
HE DIVIDED THEM IN THE MIDST 
(15:10) 

In our courts men are asked to take oath 
upon a Bible; in the courts of Islam men 
swear by the beard of the prophet Moham- 
med. Whether this dividing of animals is 
the first instance from which the custom 
was taken, or whether it already existed 
we do not know. But it was a most solemn 
method of taking an oath, as both Greek 
and Roman authors state. The parties to 
the oath walked around the two heaps in 
the path of a figure eight. God judges the 
men who broke the covenant after having 
“cut the calf in twain, and passed between 
the parts thereof” (Jer. 34:18,19). They 
had chiseled by offering a calf—not a 
three-year old—and had then broken their 
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covenant. 


Here God is telling Abram to 
prepare the properties for the solemn tak- 
ing of an oath. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART 
TRUE. 


January 26 

THE FOWLS CAME DOWN (15:11) 

The Lord began to teach Abram that 
the land would be occupied against much 
opposition. Birds, in the Scriptures, are 
often a symbol of our enemies. Joseph 
told the baker that birds were to eat his 
flesh (Gen. 40:19). The tree that har- 
bored fowls in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision was 
ordered hewn down by God (Dan. 4:12- 
14) ; the fowls snatched away the seed that 
was sown on the hard ground (Mt. 13:4). 
And the prophecy has been verified in 
many ways. Egypt sought to keep Israel 
from the land; the birds of Canaan made 
them a prey. Birds of Greece and Rome 
and of Islam have cawed against the Jews, 
and there are not wanting enemies today 
who oppose their entrance to Palestine, 
and some theologians become rabidly an- 
gry when literal prophecies to the Jews 
are mentioned. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR ADVANCE 
WARNING. 


January 27 
ABRAM DROVE THEM AWAY (15:11) 
Israel has had to contend for the land, 
and Abram’s fight with the birds is still 
going on. But faith lays hold upon the 
promises of God and is willing to fight 
till death for the cause that has been or- 
dered and guaranteed by Him. Time and 
again in the days of the Judges, the Sam- 
sons and the Gideons drove off the birds. 
The birds of Babylon roosted there for 
seventy years of the captivity, and then 
there came many another flock. The Jews 
died by the hundreds of thousands to de- 
fend Jerusalem in the days of its fall to 
Titus. All this was shown to Abram in 
the pageant which God set before him. 
The believer will never be frightened of 
the difficulties when he knows that God 
has given him the inheritance. 
LORD, MAY WE KEEP THE DEVIL'S BIRDS 
AWAY. 


January 28 
WHEN THE SUN WAS GOING DOWN 
(15:12) 

In verse five God brought Abram out 
under the canopy of stars—it was the night 
of the promise. The question was asked 
and the Lord kept Abram occupied with 
the pageant through all the day, and now 
the sun is going down on a night of con- 
flict and trouble. “The darkness and the 
light are both alike to Thee” the Psalmist 
sang (Psa. 139:12). The slowness of the 
fulfillment of the promise is set forth in 
this long passage of time, but the delay 
is not a denial and the sun shall rise again 
upon the land and upon Abram’s seed in 
the land. For “unto the upright there 
ariseth light in the darkness; He is graci- 
ous, and full of compassion and righteous” 
(Psa. 112:4). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR LIGHT AF- 
TER SUNDOWN. 
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January 29 
A DEEP SLEEP (15:12) 


Several times in the Bible God tells us 
of a deep sleep falling upon someone. The 
first case was that of Adam, when the Lord 
took Eve from his side (Gen. 2:21). At 
times the deep sleep was one of judgment, 
as in the case when God enslumbered Saul 
and his men that David might seize his 
spear (1 Sam 26:12). But the sleep that 
God gave Abram was like that which he 
twice gave Daniel (8:18; 10:9) when it 
would seem that all of the things of con- 
sciousness had to be barred in order that 
the whole being might lay hold upon the 
eternal things. In our day God does not 
work by visions and dreams, for we have 
the Book before us. But there is a sense 
in which we must close our eyes to all 
of the distractions around us and see God 
alone. 


LORD, DELIVER US FROM OUR SENSES. 


January 30 
HORROR (15:12) 


Here Abram was given a glimpse of 
something that His Lord would suffer when 
He came upon the earth. As the Lord 
faced being made sin for us there came 
upon Him an agony which caused Him 
to break into the bloody sweat of Geth- 
semane. After He had been on the cross 
for three hours a great darkness fell upon 
the earth (Mt. 27:45), at the end of which 
the Lord Jesus cried, “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” Any man 


who is to receive the covenant of God, as 
Abram was about to do, has to enter into 
its knowledge through the shedding of 
blood, and the comprehension of what 
Christ has done for us. “Unto the upright 
there ariseth light in the darkness” (Psa. 
112:4), and “In Thy light shall we see 
light” (Psa. 36:9). 
LORD, BRING US THROUGH DARKNESS 
TO THY LIGHT. 

January 31 
GREAT DARKNESS (15:12) 

The life of a believer has alternate peri- 
ods of light and darkness. Even while 
watching beside the sacrifice Abram feels 
the darkness that comes down over the 
place of the shedding of the blood of the 
covenant. In Abram’s sleep and darkness 
he received a vision of the cross and of 
world history even to the end of the age. 
Thus the hour of trial proved to be an 
hour of light. Frequently times of fever 
and suffering and delirium leave a patient 
with a mind that is clear, and with un- 
important things relegated to their unim- 
portant places. We need never fear enter- 
ing into unconsciousness and darkness with 
our Lord, for He always brings such trials 
upon us beside the altar, and in them we 
shall better understand the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Psalmist could understand 


nothing of the apparent injustice of life 
till he went into the sanctuary (Psa. 73: 
17). 

LORD, TAKE US THROUGH ANYTHING TO 
THE CROSS. : 
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The Missionary Looks Ahead 


(Continued from page 15) 


were learning to walk by faith, to look 
to God and not to man. Hence they 
were not unready when their mission- 
ary colleagues were again absent, 
though it proved to be at a time of 
peculiar danger and difficulty. 

Such a development in one limited 
area augurs well for the church all 
over China. Missionaries realize that 
their help is still needed, and so far 
as one can see will be needed for a 
long time to come. They will, there- 
fore, carry on as long as God ordains, 
even though it involves uncertainty 
and misunderstanding. And if it be of 
God, He can keep them still in this 
country. To this end we ought to 
pray. But if He permits their with- 
drawal, for a longer or shorter period, 
it would not be a catastrophe for the 
Church. In view of the fact that large 
areas are already evacuated, and have 
been evacuated for several years, we 
are not speaking of conditions which 
are merely hypothetical. There is 
solid evidence that the purposes of 
God are being worked out even in the 
most unlikely and adverse circum- 
stances. 

It is true that there are Christians 
who have grown cold; there are others 
who have denied the faith. But is this 
really surprising? The same thing has 
happened before during similar crises 
in the history of the Church. It only 
brings into greater relief the multi- 


tudes who have remained loyal to the 
Lord. Should the present partial with- 
drawal of missionaries become in 
course of time a general withdrawal 
(though we trust it is far from that 
yet), we must not fear that the 
Church will lose its testimony. We 
may indeed positively and effectively 
co-operate by praying that the churches 
everywhere, like those in the area al- 
luded to, may be purified in their life 
and strengthened in their witness. For 
the Church has been built not on scaf- 
folding; but on the firm foundation 
which is Christ. THE Enp 


The Conversion of a Science 


Student 
(Continued from page 10) 


from the dead. I was at a loss to explain 
her certainty, despite the magical word 
“psychological.” As to her second 
statement, how could an atheist ac- 
knowledge that? Yet I knew that if 
it were true, then it was more impor- 
tant than anything else in the whole 
world. If I discovered its truth, then 
Jesus would be not only Saviour, but 
also Lord and Master. 

The following two terms my own 
views were again strengthened, partly 
because of the strength of the anti- 
Christian arguments. Yet, after one 
meeting in which the argument had 
gone against Christians, another friend 
came to know the Lord, to my great 
surprise. 
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After taking my degree, I returned 
to Cambridge to do research work 
and again through hockey I had 
further conversation with my Christian 
friend; I still felt she was wrong but 
that the subject was too important to 


dismiss. I went along with her three 
times to the University Mission; I can 
remember nothing of the sermons, but 
on the second visit your closing words 
were of this nature: “Some of you 
may not know exactly what all this 
means but if you feel constrained to 
do so, pray with me ‘As best I know 
how I accept Jesus as my Saviour.’” 
I prayed accordingly, but felt no dif- 
ferent, yet the Lord took me at my 
word. I mentioned my response to 
my friend as we left and was prompt- 
ly brought back to the after-meeting. 

The assurance of the truth of the 
Christian Gospel came to me during 
the next fortnight, which was one of 
the most miserable in my life. It was 
as though I had been stunned and I 
recovered slowly to find the Bible a 
transformed book, and a new life in 
Christ. The misery, needless to say, 
has not continued. I look back to my 
baptism two months later as one of 
the happiest days of my life. Since 
surrendering my life completely into 
the Lord’s hands, I find His peace and 
joy have remained with me constant- 
ly, as I have continued in His glorious 
presence. It is indeed a joy and privi- 
lege to be in His service, and my long- 
ing is to tell the good news to the 
Chinese. 

I would like to add a word of thanks 
to you, that through you, under our 
Lord, I can write of this glorious life 
of joy now in Christ and the hope of 
being with Him forever. 

Christians should pray definitely for 
the work of the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship as it carries on similar 
work on the campuses of the United 
States. 


Books of Yesterday 
(Continued from page 9) 

Besides this, He has a work to do 
in us. He is exalted to be “head over 
all things to the church,” in order that 
He may instruct His people in divine 
knowledge, and counsel them in their 
difficulties, and strengthen them in 
their trials, and maintain in them a 
superlative regard for God. And how 
should He effect all this, if He Himself 
did not possess an inexhaustible trea- 
sure, out of which He might impart 
to every needy suppliant? But we 
need not fear, since we are assured, 
that in Him all fullness dwells, and 
that out of His fullness we may all 
receive, even grace for grace. We may 
therefore safely glory in Him as made 
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
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fication, and complete redemption. 

2. The blessings we-may expect at 
His hands. 

That holy oil which was poured 
upon the head of our great High 
Priest, was to descend to the skirts of 
His clothing, and to the very meanest 
of His members. Nor are His people 
called Christians merely as being fol- 
lowers of Him, but also as being par- 
takers of the same divine unction. As 
soon as He was seated upon His throne 
of glory He poured out His Spirit up- 
on His waiting disciples for the very 
ends and purposes for which He Him- 
self had received it. Instantly they 
were filled with a “wisdom and un- 
derstanding,” which exceeded that of 
the greatest philosophers. They were 
endued with such “counsel and might,” 
that none could withstand their words, 
or shake their resolution. And to such 
a degree were their hearts filled with 
the “love and fear of God,” that all 
sublunary things were divested both of 
charms and terrors, and the service of 
God became, as it were, the very ele- 
ment in which they breathed. 

Thus may the most ignorant amongst 
us have “the eyes of his understanding 
enlightened” by Him; to every one of 
us will He approve Himself a “wonder- 
ful counsellor:” He will “strengthen 
us with might in our inward man:” 
He will fill us with a most affectionate 
and reverential regard for God: He 
will give us both an exquisite discern- 
ment of what is right and a supreme 
delight in it; and, in a word, He will 
“transform us into His own image in 
righteousness and true holiness.” 

Application. 

It has been seen that Christ “as- 
cended up on high on purpose that He 
might fill all things:” moreover He 
has assured us that, if we ask for the 
gift of His Spirit, we shall not ask in 
vain. Let all then direct their eyes 








unto Him. Let the ignorant, the doubt- 
ing, the weak, and all who desire to 
have the divine life begun or perfec- 
ted in their souls, apply to Him. Nor 
let any rest satisfied with low attain- 
ments, since He is both able and will- 
ing to enlarge our faculties to increase 
our sanctity, and to bring us to the 
measure of His own perfect stature. 
THe Enp 
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Three tracts dealing with 

doctrines prominent in the 

news of the day. 

Queen of Heaven 

Discusses Mariolatry. 8 pages. 
100, 80c 

What Kind of a God Have You? 

Discusses Purgatory. 8 pages. 
100, 80c 


Why We Are Protestants 
estions and answers. 16 pages. 
Each 3c.; 100, $2.50 
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This Misery Must Be Alleviated 
The Cry of 
HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN DISTRESS 


Economic conditions in Europe and in Israel have become 
critical. This we learn from the increasing numbers of Hebrew 
Christians appealing to us to help them out of their misery 
and distress. From Berlin, where there are about 5000 sur- 
viving Hebrew Christians, one of our representatives writes: 
“Nearly 90% of our group of people are unemployed. The 
number of those in misery and despair increases daily. We 
urgently need money for food! 
From another city in Germany an anxious but trusting Hebrew 
The Key. Jacob Peltz (Christian mother says. “We live in the most distressing condi- 
rae, BS tions. My child is ill with T.B. The medicine he needs is 
nourishing food, for which we have no means. Yet we do not 
despair, for we still believe somehow that God will not forsake us!” Still another, 
this one from behind the iron curtain writes: “With a severe winter facing us without 
heat, without light, with insufficient food for our children, and no employment, we 
implore you to help us now before it is too late!” 
Dear Christian reader, please do help us to alleviate the misery and distress of these 
starving Hebrew Christians who miraculously escaped death during the Nazi era of 
persecution. We must not abandon these brethren of our Lord now. Let us not 
weary in well doing. Please send your gift immediately to help Hebrew Christians 
in distress in Europe and the Holy Land. 
$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family 
in Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support one of our Hebrew Christian orphans in our 
Children's Home in Germany. 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly 
sent on request. 





Address com icati to: 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary Aa 
anada 


U.S. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Ill. Toronto, Ontario 
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RESULTS 


100,000 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST 
er IN JAPAN IN 18 MONTHS 


———- 5,000,000 Gospels and Testa- 

ments have been distributed by 
the Japan staff of the Pocket Testament 
League and the evangelists whom the them. TOMORROW — even a year from 
League has brought to Japan for its now —it may be too late. The utmost 
nation-wide campaign of evangelization effort of God's people is needed NOW. 
and Scripture distribution. Continue to pray with us for this great 

This is only a beginning. Most of missionary task. 

Japan's 80 million souls are still un- Write for free copies of the Fuchida 






evangelized. NOW we are free to reach tract and the Anderson stories. 
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Tomorrow 
(Continued from page 8) 


no longer were dealing with Korean 
troops, we were dealing with Chinese 
troops. Six divisions were discovered 
on Korean soil. Though prisoners said 
they had been told they were on Chi- 
nese soil (and this is possible, for no 
Chinese peasant would have even the 
remotest idea of geography on an in- 
ternational scale) the rulers knew 
exactly where they were, and it was 
Russia who had pulled the puppet 
strings. 

Fighting a few north Koreans was 
one thing, fighting China was another. 
A newspaper pollster went down the 
main street of an American city and 
asked a hundred individuals to tell 
him the population of China. Only 
one in twenty thought that there were 
more Chinese than Americans. Almost 
forty guessed under one hundred mil- 
lions. Less than five guessed any- 
where near the figure that lies some- 
where between four hundred millions 
and five hundred millions—some three 
times the population of our land. As 
our deadline approached for this ar- 
ticle there was no sign whatsoever of 
any strong action against China. Men 
were still waiting the slow processes 
of United Nations action. But could 
we make bullets as fast as China could 
breed children? 

There is another land—and Stalin 
knows it well—where we can become 
embroiled again, and that is Indo- 
china. That sore thumb, sticking 
down from the fist of Asia, is strate- 
gically of vast importance. To change 
the figure, it is a dagger pointed at 
the Indies and Australia, and whoever 
controls that land can dominate the 
south Pacific and the main highway 
from the Far East to the West. And 
the terrain of Indochina with its 
jungles and mountains will be some- 
thing vastly more terrible than the 
hills of Korea. All that Stalin would 
have to do would be to set the Chinese 
on the march south from Kwangtung 
and Yunnan provinces. General Chen- 
nault revealed that information from 
some of his former pilots in the Fly- 
ing Tigers showed that the Commu- 
nists in China were rushing a 380- 
mile spur of the railroad in Yunnan 
Province to the Indo-Chinese border. 
There is absolutely no economic need 
for such a railroad, but this links up 
the Russian border in the far north 
to the Indochinese frontier. This rail- 
road construction is flat evidence of 
Russia’s purpose to attack there. Their 
right flank would be protected by the 
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Himalayas and their left flank by the 
ocean. We might make amphibious 
landings and take Hanoi and Saigon, 
and the coastal road between the two, 
but the enemy would hold the interior. 
We would rule the coast by day and 
they could come in by night. And 
to complicate the matter we would 
have no principle for which to fight. 
In Korea there is a republic and Rhee 
stands for liberty. But Indochina has 
remained a colony of France, under 
the complete control of France, a rem- 
nant of the nineteenth century that 
has almost disappeared. How can an 
American who gave the Philippines 
their liberty, a Holland that freed In- 
donesia, though grudgingly, a Britain 
that loosed the bonds of India and 
Pakistan,—how can these send forces 
to maintain the French in their coloni- 
al hegemony over a rising people? 
Perhaps we shall be writing more 
about this a year from now in a sur- 
vey of 1951. 

The strategy of Russia was being 
more clearly seen by her increasing 
use of China. She was going to draw 
us off balance into Asia in order to 
weaken us in Europe. The sending of 
Eisenhower to Europe as commander- 
in-chief of U. N. armies was an im- 
portant gesture, but gestures do not 
win wars. It would take divisions of 
soldiers—and far more than we pos- 
sess, especially if we were going to 
need them in Asia. The force of 
Ezekiel’s oft-repeated phrase, “And 
many people with thee,” was begin- 
ning to take on significance, as we 
have pointed out for some twenty 
years. 

Russia was now using China in a 
direction that would be difficult to 
reach. Troops of Chinese Communists 
were climbing the great passes of Tibet 
as the year drew to a close, and the 
Dalai Lama was seeking refuge in 
India. Here was an independent na- 
tion that should be defended by the 


United Nations as much as Korea, but 


how were we to cross the Himalayas 
to reach the hordes of China pouring 
into the once mysterious land? 

In China itself there was great move- 
ment. The Communists are making 
greater advances than have ever been 
made in that vast world. Fine roads 
are being built, the universities are 
cramming the leaders of the new China 
with the ideologies of Moscow. Offi- 
cials are collecting taxes and handing 
them over to the central treasury with- 
out graft as in the old days. Those 
who are doing this through fanatical 
idealism for the regime are doing it 
for fear of a bullet if caught. The 
dollar has been stabilized and in many 
parts of the land there is a peace that 
has not existed for years. China had 
known civil war, and before that the 
world war, and before that the Japa- 
nese local war, and before that pillage 
and banditry. The latter exists in 
some places, but reports from every 
part of China indicate that the govern- 
ment is establishing control with a 
speed that had not been dreamed pos- 
sible. 

If in Russia all is unchanged from 
a year ago, with a nation in poverty 
in order to keep the war machine in 
high gear, in the United States there 
has been a great change in the year 
that is ending. Prosperity has con- 
tinued beyond the dreams of avarice. 
There has been a swing to the right 
in government, as the nation was an- 
gered by the revelation of fumbling 
in the administration. Truman, the 
quarterback, must call the signals un- 
til 1952 by the ground rules. He, him- 
self, replaced his fullback, Johnson, by 
General Marshall, and the country at 
large, acting as coach, replaced as 
much of the line as it could in the 
congressional elections. The senatorial 
investigation revealed corruption on a 
scale undreamed of throughout the 
great cities of the nations. Gambling 
was shown to be a fifteen billion dol- 
lar industry in the hands of the suc- 
cessor to the bootleggers, and it would 
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Help Us Evangelize Russians 
IN U.S.A. AND CANADA 


The Slavic Gospel Association is 
trying to preach the gospel of 
Christ to the Russians, Ukrainians 
and other Slavic-speaking people in 
the U.S.A. and Canada. Thousands 
of D.P.s have come from Europe 
who must be evangelized. Pray and 
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take Draconian measures to cope with 
their entrenched position. The pub- 
lic at large, which had left the Ameri- 
can home empty in order to go to the 
movies, began to stay at home to look 
at television. The Federal Council of 
Churches, changing its name to the 
National Council of Churches, was 
swallowing up seven other organiza- 
tions, and was emerging more and 
more as a Protestant Vatican. The 
Lutherans (except the faithful Mis- 
souri Synod) took full membership in 
the organization, which spoke out more 
and more as though it truly repre- 
sented the indifferent millions it 
claimed in its following. 

An event took place which may be 
of high significance as the years pass. 
The Congress a despotic bill 
suspending the Bill of Rights and 
many other liberties in an effort to 
stab against the Communist threat. 
Truman showed high statesmanship in 
vetoing the bill. An angered Congress 
overrode the veto, and a law is now 
on our statute books which could be 
used by someone wishing to advance 
a rightist dictatorship, the cover of 
legality for the organization. It would 
be splendid cover for Jesuits to work 
from. It is a most dangerous law and 
should be repealed at once. 

In true spiritual life there was the 
sign of some movement of the Spirit. 
A group of young evangelists, mostly 
graduates of the Youth for Christ 
movement, were holding great meet- 
ings with tens of thousands of people 
present, and Christ was being truly 
exalted. The sophomoric spirits which 
had been attached to the movement 
seemed to be quieting down. This 
year there were no reports of tap- 
dancing quartets to the tune of “If 
ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ’tis now,” 
no cowboys firing pistols as they came 
on the stage to testify. There seemed 
to be testimony that God was answer- 
ing many prayers and that these young 
men were sobering down to a sense of 
holiness in the things of God. 

The Korean war had seemingly in- 
fused new blood into the United Na- 
tions. Its decisions seemed to be gain- 
ing new respect for it. Personally, 
we have not changed our views that 
the organization is doomed to failure. 
Its great headquarters were nearing 
completion in Manhattan, complete 
with a “temple” in which sun-worship- 
ers and devil-worshipers of all descrip- 
tions could come to “worship” each in 
his own way. Whether the building 
would become a grave-stone remained 
to be seen. 

For the past five years, in this an- 
nual survey, I have always set down 
the one event that seemed to me to be 


the most important news item of the 
year. In 1945 it was, of course, the 
atomic bomb. In 1946: The creation 
of the nation. of Israel by the U.N.; 
In 1947: The U. N. population report 
which showed that in spite of all the 
devastation of the wars of the world 
there were 250,000,000 more mouths 
to feed than there had been ten years 
before. In 1948 the great news was 
the collapse of China. Last year it 
was Russia’s possession of the atomic 
bomb. 

As late as the fifth of November 
I had written in my first draft of this 
article, as the most important event 
of 1950—Korea. But within ten days 
all was changed. Another event had 
come into world history that far trans- 
cended the civil war in Korea. The 
event that was the most important of 
our year, beyond all question, was the 
intervention of China in Korea. Even 
if the conflict with China could be 
halted by diplomatic finesse or by the 
whim of the Chinese or the Russians 
to withdraw the troops of the world’s 
most populous nation, the shadow of 
coming events was clearly indicated. 
Make no mistake about it—if there 
are historians writing twenty-five years 
from now, they will trace the bleed- 
ing of our country, the lowering of 
our standard of living, the draining 
of our wealth into this bottomless pit 
of Asia, to the joining of the issue 
with China. Unless we were prepared 
to go in with a mass of atomic bombs 
and blow the place apart right now, 
we were taking on a conflict which 
would be interminable—we should be 
spending our resources for blotting 
paper to absorb a never-failing river. 

Every year Time magazine pub- 
lishes the portrait of the “Man of the 
Year” on the cover of its first January 
issue. For several years I have stud- 
ied the events of the world and come 
up with my selection, printing it well 
in advance of Time’s weekly schedule. 
We mail this January issue well before 
Christmas and we go to press by 
Thanksgiving time. In 1945, I chose 
Einstein, as the scientist who set off 
the study that later produced the bomb. 
Time chose to print a photograph of 
an atomic cloud billowing in the air, 
with a postage stamp photograph of 
Truman down in the corner. It still 
seems to me as though they featured 
the messenger boy and not the man 
who wrote the message. In 1946, 
1947 and 1948 I had chosen the same 
man that they afterward chose: Secre- 
tary Byrnes, General Marshall in the 
year of the plan that bears his name, 
and Truman for defeating Dewey. 

A year ago, I was temporarily with- 
out a magazine and my article could 
not appear. I chose a man of the year, 
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and, by default, Truman once more 
was the most important man though 
Time made its issue into one com- 
memorative of the first half of the 
twentieth century and correctly pre- 
sented Churchill as the Man of the 
Half Century. 

Who will be the man of the year for 
1950? We can rule out any man from 
Africa, Australia, or Latin America. 
In Asia, General Mao is doing won- 
ders in China, but he has not yet had 
an effect on the rest of the world that 
would give him the pre-eminence. On 
the continent of Europe no man has 
done anything that is world-shaking. 
There would be those who would 
choose the pope if they could, and if 
Time should do such a silly thing as 
to make him their 1950 cover hero, it 
would probably be because the man 
who is now the managing editor of 
that great weekly is the brother of the 
Jesuit who is head of the Jesuit Mis- 
sion Press in New York. 

There is an old saying that events 
make the man. This is true for 1950, 
and the man of the year can be none 
other than MacArthur. Lordly pro- 
consul of the Far East, receiver in 
bankruptcy of the Japanese nation, he 
shouldered the extra responsibilities of 
the Korean war and though outnum- 
bered 15 or 20 to 1 at the beginning, 
fought a magnificent delaying action 
until we furnished him with enough 
material to go in and carry the fight 
to North Korea. We would need him 
still more, now that the U. N. were 
set against China. 

Someone might wish to argue that 
Truman was again the man because 
he had given the decision to defend 
Korea. But the size of the two men 
was well indicated by the quip of a 
dying comedian. In October, Truman 
probably for a political grandstand 
play before election, flew 59 hours to 
Wake Island to spend just one hour 
with MacArthur. A few weeks before, 
Al Jolson had flown to Japan and 
Korea to entertain the troops. He 
returned to San Francisco about the 
same time as the President, and died 
of a heart attack in that city. Just 
a few minutes before he died, accord- 
ing to the friends that were with him, 
Al Jolson said, “MacArthur gave me 
two hours, but he only gave Truman 
one. 

Such a quip seemed to represent the 
general attitude of the public as the 
year drew to its close. For the be- 
liever in Jesus Christ, it was one year 
more of witness, and one year nearer 
Home. 

THe Enp 
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CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Our ministry in India includes— 


INDIGENOUS CHURCHES 


As the Lord provides, we lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes. 
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35 
A woman in West Grove, Pa., 
writes asking prayer for healing and 
tells us that she is also praying with 
us for others. 
36 
In Villamont, Va., a woman de- 
sires prayer in behalf of her six 
brothers and one sister that they 
might be saved. Also for a niece who 
is entering the nursing profession 
that the Lord’s will may be done in 
her life. 
37 
A listener to THe Biste Stupy 
Hour in Greensburg, Pa., asks 
prayer for his family and for a “sick 
man.” He writes, “I know that get- 
ting away from God is the cause of 
all distress.” 
38 
Pray for an Indian Baptist Min- 
ister pastoring and ministering to 
his people in Virginia that they may 
come to the truth, and to know 
Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
39 
A reader in Richmond, Va., re- 
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quests prayer for her four children 
of whom she is very proud but she 
wants to “see evidence of a spiritual 
change in their hearts and lives.” 
Also for her sisters, two whose health 
is very poor and one who is not a 
Christian. 


A wife in Missouri asks prayer for 
her husband who is sick with heart 
trouble and is confined to his bed 
for a while. 


41 
A missionary in the Kentucky 
mountains, distributing the scrip- 
tures is badly in need of an automo- 
bile. Pray that God will supply this 
urgent need. 





MUSIC IN MEXICO 


In the April, 1950 issue, a request 
for instruments was made by mis- 
sionaries with the Wycliffe Trans- 
lators in Mexico. Elisabeth Lath- 
rop recently wrote the following let- 
ter: “The clarinet came safely sev- 
eral weeks ago and we are delighted 
with it. One of our boys started 
right in on it, and it is going to be 
quite a resource for more than one. 
We also received a beautiful cornet 
in answer to the notice you printed, 
and another boy is practicing away 
on that. We do thank ETernity for 
this help.” She continues to write 
about an Indian boy who was taken 
over 1000 miles for an operation and 
when he was coming out of ether he 
cried. The nurse asked “Why are 
you crying?” He said, “I’m only cry- 
ing because if anything happens to 
me, my mother will die, and she 
doesn’t know Christ.” 

“We are getting more translating 
done than for a !ong time” she 
writes. “We have some excellent 
helpers. Soon we hope to have 
printed Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
Acts, in one binding. And Philip- 
pians, Thessalonians, the Epistles of 
John and Jude in another. Last 
Sunday evening at one Lake Station, 
fifteen Indians confessed the Lord 
publicly for the first time. It takes 
real conviction to get boys of sixteen 
to their feet, in tears, to take the 
Lord as their Saviour.” 


AN ACCORDION FOR PERU 


If anyone has a 120 bass accordion 
he would like to have put to use in 
Peru by some missionaries there, 
kindly communicate with Box 2000. 
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PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE. NEW BARRINGTON CAMPUS 


Property includes fully equipped classrooms, library, laboratory, chapel, dormitories, business offices and an athletic field. 


The Next Chapter of the Amazing Story of 
THE MIRACLE DOLLAR 


TIME MAGAZINE TELLS IT! 


So amazing is the story that it was told in the November 
6 issue of Time Magazine, page 24. If you haven’t heard 
the story, here it is in a nutshell, as reported in the Provi- 
dence Journal. 


ONE DOLLAR DECIDES COLLEGE SITE! 


“By the margin of a single dollar, Providence Bible In- 
stitute won its competition with the Order of the Brothers 
of the Sacred Heart of New England for the purchase of 
the Edgewood Junior College property at Barrington, 
Rhode Island. Sealed bids presented in Superior Court 
were: 

Providence Bible Institute —  ——___ $331,001.00 
Order of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart __.. $331,000.00” 


ONE DOLLAR MORE! 


Days and nights of prayer were answered. The “miracle 
dollar” brought the right to purchase the 110 acre campus 
and magnificent and most practical school buildings. Last 
spring, due to a growing student body, (nearly 500), the 


Trustees announced a one million dollar campaign to 
provide new buildings. The Barrington Campus, only 15 
minutes’ drive from the Providence Campus (both will be 
maintained), is part of God’s gracious answer. 


THE STORY AS OF DECEMBER 1! 





Total Purchase Peace $331,001.00 
Mortgage Offered by a Bank —......_._ 150,000.00 
Cash Gifts Needed by Jan. 15 —___. $181,001.00 
Gifts Received as of Dec. 1 eet 78,500.00 
Balance Needed by Jan. 15 —... Bis $102,501.00 


MORE MIRACLE DOLLARS NEEDED AT ONCE! 


4. 











If we default, others will most certainly take over the prop- 
erty. BY GOD’S GRACE, IT MUST NOT HAPPEN! 
Therefore, we appeal for gifts of large denominations— 
$500, $1,000 and more—but dollars, even $1.00, will great- 
ly help. 


AS GOD LEADS, AND YOU MAKE YOUR GIFT—WHY NOT ADD YOUR “MIRACLE DOLLAR" TO IT! 
For new press reports of the Amazing Story of the “MIRACLE DOLLAR,” write: 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 STATE STREET 


PROVIDENCE 8, 


RHODE ISLAND 
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GIVE 
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At Moody, experience based on 65 years 
of training young people for Christian 
service is combined with a policy of planning to meet present- 
day needs. In education two unusual and exclusive courses— 
Missionary Technical'and Jewish Missions—are offered. The 
constantly growing library now numbers 40,000 volumes. In 
gospel music the Institute is a recognized pioneer. In Christian 
radio WMBI was the pioneer voice. And Moody has been the 
first and only producer of gospel-science films. 


The latest evidence of Moody’s planned expansion is the new 
women’s dormitory, made possible through special gifts 
designated for this purpose. The 10-story building, to be com- 
pleted this year, will also house a new bookstore and modern 
auditorium. 


Enroll at Moody, the pioneering school, and get the best in 
Bible training. No tuition! Write for illustrated catalog. 
Dept. ET 216. 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president 
DR. S. MAXWELL CODER, dean 


“Old in years and experience— 
new in facilities and outlook.” 


Houghton Hall, new women's dormitory 
being built through the gifts (designated for 
the building fund) of Christian friends. 





